Independent Reading Assignment- English I 
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“Books can be dangerous.  The best ones should be labeled ‘This could change your life.’ “   ~Helen Exley

Reading skills are developed through regular practice. The independent reading assignment is intended to help you establish a reading routine and guide your development as a reader. By taking advantage of the opportunity, you will likely see growth in your reading skills and gain a greater appreciation for reading. 

The guidelines for independent reading assignment are as follows: 

· Book must be approximately 150 pages

· Book(s) must be grade appropriate and challenging. Children’s books are not allowed. If the book(s) is/are not grade appropriate, you will have to choose another book(s). I must approve your book before you begin reading. 

· Book(s) must be approved by your parent/guardian. 

· If you read a book that has been made a movie, you must also watch the movie and compare and contrast the book and movie. 

· You must bring your book to every class meeting. Failure to bring your independent reading book to class will result in a loss of participation points. 

· You will have time to read in class, but you may also need to read on your own time. 

· You must keep a reading response log in which you will react to what you have read. You must have at least one entry 
for every 25 pages you read. 
I encourage you to read a book that interests you as I want the IRA to be an enjoyable learning experience. After completing the reading requirement, you will do a project that demonstrates your understanding of the book(s). You will also present your project to the class (with the exception of the book talk). The options are as follows:
· Children’s book. You will make a children’s version of the book you have read. 

· Book talk. You will discuss the book with the teacher and respond to questions about the book. 

· Book review. You will write a critical review of the book. 

· Character box. You will create a visual representation of the traits of one of the main characters in the book.

· Cereal box. You will create a cereal box that shows the “main ingredients” of the book, such as literary elements.
I will entertain other ideas, but you must see me for approval. Project presentations and book talks will be done from November 1st through November 19th. Scheduling will be done in class. If you are absent on the day your book talk is assigned, you must do the book talk on your own time. Project presentations and book talks can be done prior to November 1, but see me to make arrangements. 
Use the following chart to keep track of the books you read this semester:

Title of the book

# of pages

Author


   Parent/guardian’s signature 

Rating (1-10)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reading Plan

IRA due date________   11/1    # of pages in book(s)________      # of weeks to complete IRA________   

# of pages to read per week________
Rubric: 

Your project will be graded on the following criteria: 
· Cites specific evidence from the text (characters and events) 

· All parts of the project are completed thoroughly

· Parts completed reflect understanding of the elements & questions 

· Significant effort for completion is evident 

· Spelling, grammar, and mechanical-error free/ book talk: Uses effective communication skills 

Presentations will be graded on speaking/communication skills 

Reading responses: 







__________ / 30 points
Project choice: __________________________________


__________ / 50 points 
Presentation 








__________ / 20 points



Total IRA score
__________ /100 points 

IRA Project choices:

Children’s book
Please write a children’s book based on a theme from the outside novel you have read. The book may be in the format of a picture book, fable, fairy tale, big book, pop-up book, etc. Try to parallel the plot line of your novel although you may alter the ending. You may use as much dialogue as you wish. The plot will be simplified, but the setting and primary characters from the novel should be included. Characters should have similar (not the same) characteristics and names although they do not have to be human. (For, example, they can be all animals or fruits). Try to include symbols from the book. It does not have to have hand-drawn illustrations. You may wish to use pictures cut-out from magazines or pictures from computer software programs if free-hand drawing is too difficult. Your title should be a take-off from the title of your novel. Please include a brief book review (including your specific recommendation) on your book cover. You may include a dedication. Feel free to use language from the book; you may also wish to include a glossary or significant and/or new vocabulary / expressions used in the novel. Your book should be appropriate for children, ages 5 to 11; you may need to change the ending of your children’s book if your novel ending is too traumatic for children. Your children’s book should be long enough to show me you have read the book and understood it. 

Book Talk 

Be prepared to respond to any of the following questions or topics for the book talk:

1. What is the theme or purpose of the book? Provide examples from the book to support your idea of the theme.

2. Would you recommend the book? Why or why not? Were the characters believable? Was the setting appropriate? Be prepared to persuade me to read the book. 

3. Identify literary devices in the book. Be prepared to show examples from the book.

4. Explain the significance of the title.

5. What are the main conflicts in the book? Are they internal or external? How are the conflicts resolved?

6. From which perspective is your story told (1st person, etc.)?  How is this helpful or  

unfavorable to your enjoyment and understanding of the book?

7. How do you relate to the characters or events in the book?

8. The parts of the plot (rising action, climax).

9. Identify any criticism you have of the book. 

10. What is the most memorable part of the book? Why is that part memorable to you?

11. In what ways have you benefited from reading the book? (learned new facts, found a new way to look at an issue)  

12. Did the book teach you anything about the historical events or issues? Did you learn anything about the author or the political or social context in which the author lived? 

13. Be prepared to make judgments about any of the characters. Fore example, I may ask: If (character in the book) was granted three wishes, what do you think he/she would choose?

You will be asked to respond to a few of the above mentioned questions. The questions may vary in the wording, but the main idea of the question will remain the same. Please bring the book on the day of the book talk. 

Book Review 

Include the following in your book review. You do not have to answer all questions, but use the prompts to guide your writing. Be sure to address all parts. 

1. Introduce the genre of the book, the title, and the author. 

2. Give a brief summary of the plot, but don’t include the ending. Your summary should include references to the following: 

· What was the story about?

· Who were the main characters? How would you describe them?

· What did the main characters do in the story?

· What are the major conflicts?
3. Discuss personal experiences or connections to the book..

· Could you relate to any of the characters in the story?

· Have you ever done some of the things or felt some of the same things the characters did?

· Do you have any connections to the setting or historical period?

4. Discuss your opinion of the book. 

· Did you like the book?

· What was your favorite part of the book?

· Do you have a least favorite part of the book?

· Were the characters believable? 

· Was the setting appropriate? 

· If you could change something in the book, what would it be? 

· Would you recommend this book to another person? Why or why not?

· What did you gain from reading the book? A better understanding of an issue? 

· What is the theme of the book? Did the author fully develop the theme?

Character Box

Now that you have finished your book, use your creativity to share the story with others. Create a character box that represents one of the main characters in the book. Using a box (a shoe box or gift box is ideal), decorate the box with symbols, colors, shapes, pictures, quotes, or objects that represent the character. The inside of the box will represent the character’s feelings and thoughts and the outside will represent the character’s environment and external conflicts. Also, include a written explanation of what you included in/on the box. Make references to events in the story or character traits and how they relate to the contents of the box.  

Cereal Box 

Include the following on the cereal box: 

1.  Front of the box:  Title and author of the book, and a visual representing something from the story. Also on the cover add a purpose for reading such as:  “read this book to find out what happens to a poor wife trying desperately to find a way to buy her young husband a Christmas gift.”    

2.  One side of the box labeled Contents or Ingredients: the genre of the book, a description of the setting (time and place) and a description of the plot/background/conflict   

3.  On the back of the box under the label Special Features include:  

                - What is the author’s tone?  (tone = attitude toward the piece)  

                -  Describe the author’s diction.  

                - Give an example of irony from your book  

                -  Give and example of symbolism from your book.   

                -  an interesting quote from the story   

 4.  On the other skinny side of the box state: the theme of the work and the author’s purpose for writing the book (PIE)?  

5.  On the top flap include a warning to consumers (this is the place to put any negative reactions/criticism you had to the book.)  Make your box as decorative/creative as you can!  
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