Crucible Essay – Student Problems

Notes on The Crucible Essay on Reverend Hale

1. Use the prompt!  There is extensive information in the essay prompt about the play and its real purpose. We also read about the play’s underlying meaning in the book’s introduction, “Meet Arthur Miller” and in the accompanying article about Blacklisting. Use all of that information to put together a brief introduction of the play and its context.

2. Do not name your essay, The Crucible. That is the name of the play. Name your essay something like, “Doing Wrong to Do Right: Reverend Hale and the Conflict of Conscience in Arthur Miller’s The Crucible.”

3. Just as in a rhetorical precis, you must include the name of the play, the author, the context of the Red Scare, the setting of the play, the intro of Rev Hale and his demeanor and attitude upon arrival, before you begin speaking of Hale’s doubts.

4. Wrong phrase: When you discuss the changes in Rev. Hale, do NOT say “Throughout the play Reverend Hale changes.” What you mean is “Over the course of the play Rev. Hale changes.” The first statement implies that he is always changing, from the moment he enters. The second statement asserts that things happen during the action of the play to change him, and that is what you mean to say. “Throughout” indicates that he is simply a character who cannot hold onto a thought or position because he constantly in flux; the second phrase shows cause and effect.

5. Avoid going into details on the changes Rev. Hale experiences in the introduction; leave that for the body paragraphs and just concentrate on background material. Especially: do not use quotes in the introduction. This is true for all essays!
6. Note that witchcraft is one word! (Extra credit for singing the Sinatra song in class)
7. MLA format!!!

8. The Crucible should be written in italics when typing the essay.

9. Act One, or Act 1, or Act I; but: “in the first act, in the second act”

10. Write in the Present Tense!!!

11. More analysis, less plot summary
12. Evidence Statements: Complete sentences with concrete evidence with comments that tell us “so what” and explain what is demonstrated in that quote or summary of action.
13. Write “grown-up” topic sentences, not 6th grade sentences like:
“Reverend Hale is a changing character.”
14. When looking for doubts, remember you are looking for the doubts Hale begins to have about the legitimacy of the trials, not about those accused. In Act 2 he expresses some doubts about the Proctors, but there is subtle evidence elsewhere in the act that down deep he is having doubts about the witch trials; don’t confuse one for the other.
Introduction:
We meet Reverend Hale in act one with an air of confidence and authority on
witch craft. In the begging of act two hale had come to Salem with the mindset that there are witches and the needed to be taken care of. By the end of act two Hale had proceeded to have doubts about trusting the court and has lost almost all confidence in the court.
1. Indent every paragraph

2. No background for the play, author or reference to the allegorical nature of the play
3. No historical setting for the actual play.

4. No introduction to the basic situation of the opening of the play (exposition) to give us a context for the character who will be the subject of the essay.

5. capitalize Act One, Act Two

6. Witchcraft is one word!

7. typos: begging (beginning)

8. Write in PRESENT TENSE (“Hale comes to Salem…Hale proceeds to have…loses almost all confidence”)

9. Confusion of facts – second sentence is describing action from Act One, not Act Two.

10. Avoid past and present perfect construction (“had come” should be: comes; “had proceeded” should be: proceeds; “has lost” should be: loses)

Evidence:

“ ‘You beg me to conjure! She beg me make charm…’ This shows that Abigail falsely accuses Tituba of witchcraft”

Instead of dropping a quote into your paper and then using the awkward phrase, “this shows that…” weave the quote into your writing and then continue with your analysis:

Corrected Sample Using Evidence:

When Abigail feels threatened by Parris and Hale as they question her about the activities in the forest, she suddenly accuses Tituba of leading the forbidden ceremony. We have already pieced together an idea of what occurred the night before and have a sense that this accusation is false. Our suspicions are confirmed when Tituba exclaims, “You beg me to conjure! She beg me make charm,” as soon as Abigail points the finger at her. We can tell by the spontaneous nature of her protest and her genuine shock at being accused that Tituba speaks the truth, and that Abigail’s accusation is merely a knee jerk reaction to finding herself in trouble.
