The “Ten Commandments” of DBQ Writing

1. Avoid long quotations from the documents. Refer to specific information or use brief quotes and phrases.

2. The question is designed to gauge your skills of historical analysis, not articulating your own position on the issues. Avoid indicating your own position and using “I” words.

3. Make sure you address all parts of the question throughout your essay.

4. Cite the documents appropriately. Identify the author and source, and put the document number in parentheses.

5. Make the structure of your argument clear by employing a direct thesis, strong topic sentences, and clear groupings.

6. Use the documents explicitly to advance your argument. Avoid simply quoting and paraphrasing without any connection to the thesis.

7. Be explicit in explaining your rationales for bias or point of view. Aim for at least four or five examples of bias analysis.

8. Try to use all or almost all of the documents to support your response. 

9. Include appropriate outside information, especially if it helps put the documents in context or assists with point of view.

10. Think of the DBQ exercise as your reporting on a conversation or debate on an important topic. Identify the terms of the debate, the different sides, and, at the end (your conclusion), try to indicate the significance of this argument.

