Cinema as Literature—Semester Projects
Hipp/Haefer

Spring Project

You will complete a final project this semester for your cinema course this year.  Your project is worth 200 points toward your assessment category.  In addition to completing the project, you must submit a proposal describing the type of project and subject you are selecting.  Each student must submit his or her own proposal, even when in a group.  It must include your name, the letter corresponding to your project choice, and a brief description of the topic. An outline and blueprint of your project will follow proposal submissions. The proposals will have varying due dates which lead to the final project turn-in date. The projects are due around the final week of second semester (the specific date will be provided in advance by the teacher).  NO LATE PROJECTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!
Note that some of the options require only a written project to be completed, while others require a presentation to the class.  Written projects must be typed, double-spaced, and formatted following MLA guidelines.  For the other projects, you must be prepared to present on the due date.  The presentation may be no shorter than 2 ½ minutes, and no longer than 5 minutes per person presenting.  The proposal for these projects must identify the letter corresponding to your project choice, and must include 1 alternative subject for that project.  
Project Choices:

A. Written project: Complete an original screenplay of 5-8 pages.  Precisely follow the  format used in example screenplay excerpts I provide (you may borrow a copy from me in advance of completing your project for review).  The format must include proper spacing, indenting, and centering of all items.

B. Presentation project: Produce an original film of at least 5 minutes duration to be presented to the class. You may work with up to 4 other students from any of the cinema classes, but you must provide a detailed written description of the work completed by each group member toward completing the production.  You must submit a proposal listing each person who is to work on the film, and the prospective subject of the film.  The film must exhibit an understanding of master scene technique.  The film may have no inappropriate material or language depicted. You must use film techniques we’ve studied.
C. Presentation project: Produce a 90 second trailer for a film we have seen in this class which includes clips from the films and a voice-over (your voice) which summarizes the plot, identifies the key cast members, and explains the themes explored in the film.  Like a trailer before a movie or in a commercial, the purpose of your trailer should be to “sell” the movie to the audience and convince them to see the movie. A 1-2 page synopsis and thesis for your trailer must be turned in with the project.
D. Presentation project:  Produce a detailed power point for a film that has not been seen in class, but could fit into one of the units.  The power point should include 8-10 slides, each conveying why the film you've selected should be chosen. Slides could include, but are not limited to: Scene analysis (including clips from the film), terms studied (what they mean and how they are used in the film), director spotlight, story analysis (including an additional cited source that reinforces your analysis), character/actor focus, a quote from the film reflecting its importance within the story, and behind the scenes techniques.  You must present your power point to the class and use it as a visual aid to “sell” the movie to the class and convince them to see it.  
E. Written project: Complete a written film analysis for a film of your choice.  You must provide a proposal with a list of at least 4 potential films for this project.  The film analysis must include the following:

1. 100 word summary of the film.

2. 300 word analysis of the films plot, acting, theme, and at least one additional significant cinematic element.

3. Shot analysis of a scene (minimum 10 shots)
4. Recasting of the film’s cast (minimum 4 actors) with an explanation of why your choice of actor/actress would fit the role well based on past performances and personal characteristics.

F. Written project: Complete an analysis of a director of your choice (750 words).  You must provide at least 2 films made by this director.  Write an essay in which you critique the director’s style.  Consider such elements as cinematography, special effects, casting, and other cinematic elements in your analysis.  Evaluate the effectiveness of the director’s style from both an entertainment and meaning-making standpoint.
G. Written project: Complete a written compare-contrast film analysis (750 words) for a film pair of your choice from the list below. You must provide a proposal with a list of at least 4 potential films pairs for this project as only one person will be allowed to do any particular pair.  It is your responsibility ahead of time to ensure that you can rent the film, and that it is a film you are allowed to view (based on its rating).

The film analysis must include the following:

· Critical comparison of the plot/story

· Critical comparison of the characters/acting

· Critical comparison of the theme

· Critical comparison of the two other literary or cinematic elements in the films
Film pairs:

Raising Arizona vs. A Fish Called Wanda

The Truman Show vs. Ed TV

Field of Dreams vs. The Natural



The Truman Show vs. Pleasantville

Sliding Doors vs. Groundhog Day


Blade Runner vs. Logan’s Run

Frequency vs. Family Man



The Matrix vs. Total Recall

In the Heat of the Night vs. Driving Miss Daisy

American Graffiti vs. Almost Famous

The Bridge on the River Kwai vs. The Dirty Dozen
Your Choice

The Bridge on the River Kwai vs. Saving Private Ryan

Platoon vs. Full Metal Jacket

Platoon vs. Apocalypse Now

