Deaf Culture Book Reports

Due Date:   

For this project, you will be reading an extra novel or story that incorporates Deaf people, ASL, sign language, and/or the Deaf Community.  This novel needs to be approved by me on _______.   You will read this novel outside of class on your own time.  A list of suggested books can be found on my website and posted in my classroom.  Have the book with you on Oct. 4th so I can check it.  You do not need to purchase this novel; it can be checked out from a library or borrowed from a friend. 
After reading the story (or part of a longer book per my direction), you will present this novel/book with a visual (see book report options) to the class and answer the following questions about the novel:

· What was the story about?

· Where did you find the story?

· Who wrote the story? Was the author deaf?

· Did you enjoy reading the story? Why or Why not?

· What did you learn about the Deaf from the story?

· Do you agree with the views portrayed in the story? Why or Why not?

These book report presentations must be 5-10 minutes long.  Make sure you have read the book well enough to answer questions from the audience (including the teacher).  If you have any further questions please ask me.
NOTE: You are NOT turning in a typed report.  The visual aid and presentation will be graded.  Full credit will only be granted to students who have their posters and are ready to present at the start of their class period on Tuesday Nov. 1st.  Late projects can be turned in up to Thursday Nov. 3rd for half credit.  NO BOOK REPORTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER Thursday Nov. 3rd.
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Book Report Options
Note: Please choose one of the following to bring in a share in class.
Board Game 

Create a board game based on your Deaf Culture novel. Your game must include information about the characters and plot of your novel. Include written instructions so that 4 to 6 people can play your game.  Your instructions, as well as your game, should demonstrate your understanding of the plot of your novel. 

Movie Poster
If we were to turn your Deaf Culture novel into a movie, what would the movie poster look like? Include a brief summary of the plot (2-3 paragraphs) and information about the characters (1 paragraph per each main character). Don’t forget the cast and the rating. Only original artwork, please – nothing printed from the computer. 

Movie Trailer 
If we were to turn your Deaf Culture novel into a movie/ TV show, what would the trailer include? Record a 5-10 minute trailer for your movie/TV show including info about the characters and plot.  Please make sure that the trailer can be played on my tv in class.  You must include a written 2 paragraph explanation of your choices and relate them to the plot.
Book Scene 
Select any scene from your Deaf Culture novel and illustrate it. Please include a brief two-three paragraph reflection or description of what you’ve drawn and why. Remember to tell us what’s going on in the plot of the novel at this point. Also include any descriptions of the characters that we need to understand the picture. You must spend time on this… no “quick draws” please!
Journal entry 
Select any of the characters in your Deaf Culture novel and create their private journal. Please include events that happen before, during, and after the story as told from that character’s perspective. Remember to include pictures and other keepsakes that one might keep in a journal. Must have at least 10 entries, with an average of 50 words per entry.  
Newspaper
Create a newspaper about your Deaf Culture novel. Make sure all the stories on the front page have to do with the characters or events of your novel. Each story should be at least 1 paragraph of at least 5 sentences. You should have at least 4 news stories. Include headlines, pictures and advertisements, as well. 

Book Cover
Create a new book cover for your Deaf Culture novel. Make sure you include the back of the book in your cover design – there should be a brief summary (2-3 paragraphs) of the plot of the novel as well as a description of the author. Original artwork only, please – nothing printed from the computer.

Book Options List
Here are a list of approved books for the ASL I book report.  If you find another book that has a deaf character but it is not on the list, simply email me sswarren@murrieta.k12.ca.us to find out if it is approved.

1. The World at Her Fingertips: The Story of Helen Keller by Joan Dash

2. Of Sound Mind by Jean Ferris 

3. Deaf Like Me by Thomas Spradley

4. Belonging by Virginia M. Scott 
5. A Loss For Words by Lou Ann Walker 

6. Mother Father Deaf by Paul Preston

7. Everyone Here Spoke Sign Language: Martha’s Vineyard by Nora Ellen Groce

8. Deaf Child Crossing Marlee Matlin

9. In this Sign by Joanne Greenberg

10. Mabel Hubbard Bell : A biography by Ann J. Bishundanal 

11. She Touched the World: Laura Bridgman, deaf-blind Pioneer by Sally Hobart Alexander

12. A Loss for words: The Story of Deafness in a Family by Lou Ann Walker 

13. Deaf Women’s Lives: Three Self Portraits by Bainy Cyrus… (et. Al.)

14. The Ocean inside: children who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing by Autumn Libel (Chapter assignment, you will NOT have to read the entire book.  See me)

15. Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller by Sarah Elizabeth Miller 

16. Hurt Go Happy by Ginny Rorby

17. Deaf Hearing Boy: A Memoir by RH Miller (see me for chapter assignments)

18. Deaf daughter, Hearing Father by Richard Medugno

19. In silence: Growing up Hearing in a Deaf World by Ruth Sidransky

20. Kicking up Dirt: A True story of determination, deafness and daring by Ashely Fiolek 

21. Deaf Culture Our Way by Holcomb

22. Dead Body Language by Penny Warner 

23. Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents , and the Language of Love by Myron Uhlberg 

24. Seeing Voices by Oliver Sacks 
