AP SPANISH LANGUAGE

Mr. Ionescu 
River city High school Fall 2010

Advanced Placement (AP) courses are based on the premise that high school students can do the rigorous type of work expected during a 3rd year or 5th semester college course. The College Board does not promote the recruiting of only the best or top students for the AP course, however, due to the course’s demands, a desire to excel and interest in the subject matter are very important.

GOAL

The main goal of the AP Spanish Language course is to develop a student’s communication skills in Spanish.  The course is equal to a university or college course with an emphasis on speaking, listening, composition and grammar.  The AP Language course is conducted completely in Spanish, and students are encouraged to use target language with their teacher and peers.  It is important that students practice and follow through with a variety of materials that will expand their knowledge of formal Spanish in written and oral context.
TEXTBOOKS:

· Tesoro Literario, Nivel Avanzado, Glencoe 1997

· Galería de Arte y vida, , Nivel Avanzado, Glencoe 1997

· Galería Workbook, 1997

· Triangulo A Preposición , Wayside Publishing   2006
 METHOD OF EVALUATION 

	100 - 95
	A
	76 - 73
	C

	94 - 90
	A-
	72 - 70
	C-

	89 - 87
	B+
	69 - 67
	D+

	86 - 83
	B
	66 - 63
	D

	82 - 80 
	B-
	62 - 60
	D-

	79 - 77
	C+
	59 - 0
	F


MASTERY OF SKILLS:

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

Students should be able to understand conversations, narratives, lectures, interviews or other material of a non-technical nature.

Classroom Activities: 

· Dictations and note taking weekly

· Authentic sources from the web

· Create outlines for organizing ideas 

· CD textbook/workbook sources

· Student presentations based on audio reports

· Evaluating pre-recorded self and peer student responses

· Thematic related audios for students to identify and/or compare

READING COMPREHENSION

Students should be able to read any sort of material that one might find in everyday situations; newspapers, Internet articles, recipes, instructions and short literary pieces. 

Classroom Activities:
· Students will read a variety of authentic sources for identifying main ideas

· We will discuss characters, topics, and development of various genres

· Anticipating ideas, plots, question techniques based on titles/vocabulary

· Webbing and charting events/characters

· Class discussions and debates based on real events from newspapers, Internet or literary pieces.

WRITING

Students should have sufficient vocabulary and control of grammatical structures to allow them to express their thoughts clearly in writing.  Practice in writing essays/compositions is essentially important so they can comfortably accomplish a 200-word composition in 40-45 minutes. Students will be able to express themselves in a variety of styles and for different audiences.

Classroom Activities

· Researching, synthesizing and summarizing materials

· 1 formal essay weekly due

· 1 informal writing in class daily

· Assignments not limited to:

· Controversial: supporting or arguing a point of view

· Synthesize audio/textual sources

· Editing own/peer work

· Making comparisons from a variety of sources

SPEAKING

Students should be able to answer questions, provide opinions and challenge a point of view using appropriate language.  Students must also be able to tell a brief story using advanced vocabulary, grammatical structures, and intelligible pronunciation, intonation and fluency.  Expressing themselves orally, via arguing, inquiring, convincing and describing will be mastered.
Classroom Activities
· Circumlocution

· Pair conversations

· Daily class discussions

· Students will integrate a variety of listening and reading sources to orally:

Compare

Argue

Debate

Identify

EVALUATION AND REQUIREMENTS:
· Weekly reading assignments

· Weekly compositions/ Daily short writing

· Weekly oral assignments and recordings

· Pair work

· Peer editing

· Sample calibrating

· Class discussions

· Vocabulary circumlocution

· Class participation in the target language

NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED

GRADING SCALE
Homework 15 %

Class work/ participation 45 %

Project/ web activities 20%

Test /Quizzes 20%
CURRICULUM CHART

First Quarter

· Essay organizational strategies

· Format

· Use of connectors

· Using sources and citing

· Flow of ideas

· Weekly 200 word essays

· Oral summary presentations of news as seen on Univisión TV
· Grammar review 
· Reading

· Tesoro Literatio
· Galeria de artes
Second Quarter

· Weekly visits to Website for research and listening to authentic materials

· Weekly essay resulting from Website research/comparison of ideas

· Grammar review
· Reading

· Begin Triangulo
· Formal writing v. Informal writing

· Using authentic materials (some listed on page 1)

· Foreign Language Lab

· Informal speaking

· Listening Comprehension (Short Dialogues/Narratives/authentic sources)

Third Quarter 

· Oral presentations (Website links and authentic oral and written materials)

· Reading authentic materials 
· AP Spanish: Preparing for Language Exam
· Reading Comp sections

· Writing with root words

· Writing without root words

· Writing

· Informal Writing

· Use of authentic materials on Websites (Language Lab)

· Using Fuentes 1,2,3 and Formal Writing

· computer Language Lab

· Informal Speaking and Formal Speaking

· Listening Comprehension (Long Dialogues/Narratives/authentic sources)
CONTRACT

· Because the ultimate goal of this course is to improve the student’s ability to master the target language, STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO ONLY USE SPANISH WHEN IN CLASS.

· This class is conducted as a college-level course because it is!!!  This means that it is the student’s responsibility to complete all work and follow up in the event they are absent.  For pre-arranged absences, students are expected to complete the work prior to that absence or two days after.  No excuses outside of an unpredictable emergency will be accepted. Irresponsibility, neglect or forgetfulness on the student’s behalf does not constitute and emergency for the teacher!!!!!
· Lateness will not be tolerated and attendance is required. 

Because this course is demanding and rigorous, the expectations need to be understood by participants and their parents.  With commitment, enthusiasm and desire to advance in Spanish, success is inevitable!!
____________________________(student)__________________________   ________

Print name





Signature


Date

____________________________(Parent)___________________________  ________
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Date
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