American Literature Reading List

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sing  
Maya Angelou
A Death in the Family 
James Agee
The Handmaid’s Tale 
Margaret Atwood

Winesburg Ohio  
Sherwood Anderson

Little Women 
Louisa May Alcott

Bastard out of Carolina.
Dorothy Allison

Kit’s Wilderness  
David Almond

Bless Me, Ultima 
Rudolfo Anaya

A Step from Heaven 
An Na

Foundation 
Isaac Asimov 

Clan of the Cave Bear 
Jean Auel

The Philadelphia Story
Philip Barry

The Good Earth  
Pearl S. Buck

John Brown’s Body  
Stephen Vincent Benet
Forgotten Fire 
Adam Bagdasarian

Go Tell it to the Mountain  
James Baldwin

The Martian Chronicles  
Ray Bradbury

Something Wicked This Way Comes 
Ray Bradbury
The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 
Ann Brashares
Humboldt's Gift  
Saul Bellow

Henderson the Rain King
Saul Bellow

Seize The Day
Saul Bellow

The Gallery
John Horne Burn

Tarzan of the Apes
Edgar Rice Burroughs

Parable of the Sower 
Octavia Butler

Old Creole Days
George W. Cable-
God's Little Acre Road  
Erskine Caldwell

Tobacco Road  
Erskine Caldwell

Silent Spring
Rachel Carson
Death Comes For The Archbishop 
Willa Cather
O Pioneers  
Willa Cather

My Antonia 
Willa Cather

Postcards from No Man's Land 
Aidan Chambers 

A Hero Ain't Nothin' But a Sandwich,
Alice Childress
The Awakening 
Kate Chopin

Timeline  
Michael Crichton

The Big Sleep 
Raymond Chandler

Farewell, My Lovely 
Raymond Chandler

Maggie 
Stephen Crane

Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
Truman Capote

In Cold Blood
Truman Capote

The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 
Junot Diaz
The Deerslayer
James Fenimore Cooper

Last of the Mohicans
James Fenimore Cooper

Guard of Honor  
James Gould Cozzens

Ender's Game 
Orson Scott Card

The Big Sleep
Raymond Chandler 

The Hours  
Michael Cunningham

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek 
Annie Dillard-
An American Tragedy  
Theodore Dreiser

Sister Carrie  
Theodore Drieser

Middlemarch 
George Eliot 

The Invisible Man  
Ralph Ellison

Ragtime  
E.L. Doctorow

Billy Bathgate
E.L. Doctorow
The March
E.L. Doctorow

Honey in the Horn  
Harold L. Davis

Two Years Before the Mast 
Richard Henry Dana

Having Our Say  
The Delaney Sisters

The Stolen Child 
Keith Donohue

A Yellow Raft in Blue Water
Michael Dorris

Manhattan Transfer  
John Dos Passos
Narrative of the Life 
of Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass

Advise and Consent 
Allen Drury

Invisible Man
Ralph Ellison

Once Upon a Marigold
Jean Ferris

Journey in the Dark 
Martin Flavin

Independence Day  
Richard Ford

Cold Mountain 
Charles Frazier

The Fabulous Riverboat
Phillip Jose Farmer

Studs Lonigan  
James T. Farrell

As I Lay Dying 
William Faulkner

The Sound & The Fury 
William Faulkner

The Reivers  
William Faulkner

The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Tenders is the Night 
F. Scott Fitzgerald

This Side of Paradise
F. Scott Fitzgerald
A Sudden Country 
Karen Fisher

The True Meaning of Cleavage
Mariah Fredericks

A Soldier’s Story
Charles Fuller
The Saving Graces
Patricia Gaffney

The Circle of Three
Patricia Gaffney
Living my life.
Emma Goldman

Our Man in Havana 
Graham Greene:

The Painted House 
John Grisham

Barren Ground
Ellen Glasgow

The Keepers Of The House 
Shirley Ann Grau

Black Like Me  
John Howard Griffin 

Riders of the Purple Sage  
Zane Grey

The Whole World Over
Julia Glass
Roots 
Alex Haley

The Maltese Falcon 
Dashiell Hammett  

The Thin Man 
Dashiell Hammett

A Farewell To Arms 
Ernest Hemingway

The Sun Also Rises 
Ernest Hemingway

To Have and Have Not 
Ernest Hemingway

From Whom the Bell Tolls 
Ernest Hemingway

The Scarlet Letter
N. Hawthorne
The Blithedale Romance
N. Hawthorne
The House of Seven Gables  
N. Hawthorne

Dune 
Frank Herbert

A Stranger in a Strange Land 
Robert A. Heilein

The Rise of Silas Lapham  
William Dean Howells

Catch-22 
Joseph Heller

The Children’s Hour  
Lillian Hellman

Pentimento
Lillian Hellman

Scoundrel Time
Lillian Hellman

A Bell for Adano 
John Hersey

Hiroshima
John Hersey

The Canning Season
Polly Horvath

Their Eyes Were Watching God
Zora Neale Hurston

Bus Stop
William Inge
The Cider House Rules
John Irving 

The World According to Garp
John Irving
Ramona
Hellen Hunt Jackson
The Ambassadors
Henry James

The First Part Last
Angela Johnson

Middle Passage 
Charles Johnson-

Autobiography of an 
Ex-Colored Man
James Weldon Johnson

Tree of Smoke 
Denis Johnson
From Here to Eternity  
James Jones

The Known World  
Edward P. Jones

On the Road 
Jack Kerouac

A Separate Peace 
John Knowles

The Green Mile  
Stephen King

It
Stephen King
Misery
Stephen King

The Dead Zone
Stephen King
One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest 
Ken Kesey

Me and Orson Welles 
Robert Kaplow
The Secret Life of Bees
Sue Monk Kidd

The Bean Trees  
Barbara Kingsolver 
Animal Dreams 
Barbara Kingsolver-

Savage Inequalities 
Jonathan Kozol-

The Liar’s Club 
Mary Karr-
Into Thin Air  
Jon Krakauer

Andersonville  
MacKinlay Kantor

Babbitt 
Sinclair Lewis

Elmer Gantry
Sinclair Lewis

Main Street 
Sinclair Lewis

Laughing Boy  
Oliver Lafarge

The Call of the Wild  
Jack London

This Perfect Day 
Ira Levin

The Natural 
Bernard Malamud

The Fixer 
Bernard Malamud

The Road
Cormac McCarthy
Death of a Salesman 
Arthur Miller 

All My Sons
Arthur Miller

The Death of a Salesman  
Arthur Miller

Spoon River Anthology  
Edgar Lee Masters

The Naked and the Dead  
Norman Mailer
Tough Guys Don't Dance
Norman Mailer

Moby Dick 
Herman Melville 

Billy Budd
Herman Melville

Hawaii 
James Michener

Centennial 
James Michener

In Country 
Bobbi Ann Mason 

Monster
Walter Dean Myers

A River Runs Through It 
Norman Maclean
Dewey
Vicki Myron with Bret Witter
The Ballad of the Sad Café  
Carson McCullers

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter
Carson McCullers

A Member of the Wedding 
Carson McCullers-

The Surrounded
D'Arcy McNickle, 
House Made of Dawn  
N. Scott Momaday

Elbow Room  
James McPherson

Lonesome Dove  
Larry McMurtry

Telegraph Days
Larry McMurtry

Gone with the Wind  
Margaret Mitchell

Beloved 
Toni Morrison

Jazz
Toni Morrison

The Bluest Eyes
Toni Morrison
Waterborne
Bruce Murkoff
The Women of Brewster Place 
Gloria Naylor
‘Night Mother  
Marsha Norman

The Octopus 
Frank Norris

McTeague 
Frank Norris

A Story of San Francisco
Frank Norris 

What I Lived For 
Joyce Carol Oates
The Edge of Sadness  
Edwin O'Connor

A Good Man Is Hard to Find
Flannery O'Connor 

A Moon for the Misbegotten
Eugene O’Neill

The Iceman Cometh
Eugene O’Neill
Long Day’s Journey into Night
Eugene O’Neill

The Shipping News 
E. Annie Proulx

My Sister's Keeper
Jodi Picoult

The Pact
Jodi Picoult
Vanishing Acts
Jodi Picoult
Mercy
Jodi Picpult
Change of Heart
Jodi Picoult

Nineteen Minutes
Jodi Picoult

The Late George Apley  
John Phillips

The Chosen 
Chaim Potok,

The Bell Jar  
Sylvia Plath

Zen And The Art Of 
Motorcycle Maintenance
Robert Pirsig

A Ship of Fools
Katherine Anne Porter

For Colored Girls Who Have 

Considered Suicide When The 

Rainbow Is Enuf
Ntozake Shange
Gilead 
Marilynne Robinson 
Always Running 
Richard Rodriguez-
The Town 
Conrad Richter

The Fountainhead 
Ayn Rand

Empire Falls 
Richard Russo 

Goodbye Columbus  
Philip Roth

The Jungle
Upton Sinclair

Dragon's Teeth  
Upton Sinclair

Catcher in the Rye 
J.D. Salinger

The Human Comedy  
William Saroyan

Beggarman  Thief
Irwin Shaw

18 Seconds 
George D. Shuman
Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Harriet Beecher Stowe

My Name is Aram  
William Saroyan

The Killer Angels  
Michael Shaara

In America
Susan Sontag

The Stone Diaries  
Carol Shields

A Thousand Acres  
Jane Smiley

The Youngest Daughter 
Cathy Song
The Choice 
Nicholas Sparks
Angle of Repose
Wallace Stegner-
The Grapes of Wrath
John Steinbeck

Tortilla Flat
John Steinbeck

Travels With Charley 
John Steinbeck
Confessions of Nat Turner
William Styron

Sophie’s Choice 
William Styron

Walden 
Henry David Thoreau

The Accidental Tourist  
Anne Tyler

Digging to America 
Anne Tyler

The Joy Luck Club 
Amy Tan
The Bonesetter's Daughter
Amy Tan
The Kitchen God's Wife
Amy Tan

A Confederacy of Dunces  
John Kennedy Toole

Life on the Mississippi
Mark Twain-
Rabbit Run 
John Updike

All the King's Men 
Robert Penn Warren

Winter's Bone 
Daniel Woodrell: 
The Optimists Daughter
Eudora Welty

Up From Slavery  
Booker T. Washington

The Color Purple 
Alice Walker

The Day of the Locust  
Nathanael West

Miss Lonelyhearts
Nathanael West

Our Town  
Thornton Wilder

The Moviegoer 
Percy Walker

Organization Man
William Whyte

A Streetcar Named Desire 
Tennessee Williams 

Cat On A Hot Tin Roof 
Tennessee Williams 

The Glass Menagerie 
Tennessee Williams

Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom
August Wilson

Fences
August Wilson 

Man in the Gray Flannel Suit
Sloan Wilson

The Virginian
Owen Wister

Look Homeward Angel  
Thomas Wolfe

The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test  
Tom Wolfe

The Right Stuff 
Tom Wolfe

The Bonfires of the Vanities
Tom Wolfe

The Caine Mutiny
Herman Wouk
Native Son
Richard Wright

The Age of Innocence  
Edith Wharton

Ethan Frome  
Edith Wharton

Philadelphia Fire
John Edgar Wideman
Zoot suit
Luis Valdez

Lincoln
Gore Vidal

The Best Man
Gore Vidal
Cat’s Cradle 
Kurt Vonnegut

Slaughterhouse-Five
Kurt Vonnegut

Revolutionary Road
Richard Yates

Armageddon Summer

Jane Yolen  and Coville, Bruce 
