7th grade Essay Format (Summary)

Paragraph#1

Introduction = 4-6 sentences

· First sentence or Hook write the title of the essay or article, the authors full name if given, and the topic.                     

· Next 2-3 sentences should give some background about the essay or article (usually taken from the first paragraph).

· Last sentence is the thesis or the author’s position (opinion) about the topic that he/she is writing about; what is the central message he/she is trying to get across to the reader?
Paragraph#2

First Body Paragraph = 6-8 sentences

· First sentence = Topic Sentence:  Your topic sentence is the main idea of your paragraph; you are writing the author’s first main idea or combining the first couple main ideas from the article or essay.
· Second sentence = Concrete Detail #1:  Your first example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.) 

· Third sentence = Concrete Detail #2:  Your second example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.)
· Fourth sentence = Concrete Detail #3:  Your third example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with Moreover, In Addition, Additionally, etc.)

· Fifth sentence = Concrete Detail #4:  Your four example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.)
· Sixth sentence = Transition:  a sentence that switches from the topic of this paragraph to the topic of the next paragraph (Starts with Although, Even though, Likewise etc.)

Paragraph#3

Second Body Paragraph = 6-8 sentences

· First sentence = Topic Sentence Your topic sentence is the main idea of your paragraph; you are writing the author’s third main idea or combining the third and fourth main ideas from the article or essay.

· Second sentence = Concrete Detail #1:  Your first example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.) 

· Third sentence = Concrete Detail #2:  Your second example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.)
· Fourth sentence = Concrete Detail #3:  Your third example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with Moreover, In Addition, Additionally, etc.)

· Fifth sentence = Concrete Detail #4:  Your fourth example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.)

· Sixth sentence = Transition:  a sentence that switches from the topic of this paragraph to the topic of the next paragraph (Starts with Although, Even though, Likewise etc.)

Paragraph#4

Third Body Paragraph = 6-8 sentences

· First sentence = Topic Sentence: Your topic sentence is the main idea of your paragraph; you are writing the author’s last main idea or combining the last couple main ideas from the article or essay.  
· Second sentence = Concrete Detail #1:  Your first example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.) 

· Third sentence = Concrete Detail #2:  Your second example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.)
· Fourth sentence = Concrete Detail #3:  Your third example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with Moreover, In Addition, Additionally, etc.)

· Fifth sentence = Concrete Detail #4:  Your fourth example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.)

· Sixth sentence = Closing:  a sentence that sums up the paragraph by mentioning the main idea from topic sentence but it should be shorter and in different words (Starts with In sum, In brief, therefore, etc.)
Paragraph #5 

Conclusion = 4-6 sentences

Starts with Finally, Lastly, Ultimately, etc.  The first sentence should restate your thesis from the introduction, but use different words.  Next you should mention your three main ideas from each of your topic sentences and one general detail about each one.
