7th grade Essay Format (Response to Literature)

Paragraph#1

Introduction = 4-6 sentences

· First sentence or Hook This sentence can be a general statement, quote, question etc..                     

· Next 2-3 sentences Mention author’s name and title of literature then give a brief summary of literature

· Last sentence is the thesis or your position on the part of the writing that the prompt asks you to discuss, such as the author’s position/theme or character motivations, etc.
Paragraph#2

First Body Paragraph = 6-8 sentences

· First sentence = Topic Sentence:  The first main point from the text that supports your thesis statement
· Second sentence = Concrete Detail #1:  Your first example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence from the literature.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.) 

· Third sentence = Commentary:  this sentence or two sentences explains the importance of your CD1 or shows how it relates to the thesis
· Fourth sentence = Concrete Detail #2:  Your second example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with Moreover, In Addition, Additionally, etc.)

· Fifth sentence = Commentary:  :  this sentence or two sentences explains the importance of your CD2 or shows how it relates to the thesis
· Sixth sentence = Transition:  a sentence that switches from the topic of this paragraph to the topic of the next paragraph (Starts with Although, Even though, Likewise etc.)

Paragraph#3

Second Body Paragraph = 6-8 sentences

· First sentence = Topic Sentence:  The second main point from the text that supports your thesis statement

· Second sentence = Concrete Detail #1:  Your first example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence from the literature.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.) 

· Third sentence = Commentary:  this sentence or two sentences explains the importance of your CD1 or shows how it relates to the thesis
· Fourth sentence = Concrete Detail #2:  Your second example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with Moreover, In Addition, Additionally, etc.)

· Fifth sentence = Commentary:  :  this sentence or two sentences explains the importance of your CD2 or shows how it relates to the thesis
· Sixth sentence = Transition:  a sentence that switches from the topic of this paragraph to the topic of the next paragraph (Starts with Although, Even though, Likewise etc.)

Paragraph#4

Third Body Paragraph = 6-8 sentences

· First sentence = Topic Sentence:  The third main point from the text that supports your thesis statement

· Second sentence = Concrete Detail #1:  Your first example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence from the literature.  (Starts with For example, For instance, To illustrate, etc.) 

· Third sentence = Commentary:  this sentence or two sentences explains the importance of your CD1 or shows how it relates to the thesis
· Fourth sentence = Concrete Detail #2:  Your second example of fact or a quote supporting your topic sentence.  (Starts with Moreover, In Addition, Additionally, etc.)

· Fifth sentence = Commentary:  :  this sentence or two sentences explains the importance of your CD2 or shows how it relates to the thesis
· Sixth sentence = Closing:  a sentence that concludes the last body paragraph; it should restate the topic sentence but in different words and it should be shorter (Starts with In brief, In short, etc.)
Paragraph #5 

Conclusion = 4-6 sentences

Starts with Finally, Lastly, Ultimately, etc.  The first sentence should restate your thesis from the introduction, but use different words.  Next, you should summarize the main points from your body paragraphs, but use different words.
