Biology Course Syllabus
St. Helens High School


Department: Science,  Room A6

Instructor(s):  Mr. John Prunty 

Grade Level:  10       Prerequisites: None  Credits: 1
E-mail:  johnp@sthelens.k12.or.us

            Phone: 503-366-7471
B.S. Biology, Southern Oregon University,  Ashland OR

M.A. Teaching, Western Oregon University, Monmouth OR

Office Hours: Office hours:  everyday 7:30 – 8:15 am, 3:15 – 4:00pm

Course Overview:  This is a 36 week course covering the basics of biology.  This course will be spent covering topics such as chemistry, classification, cell biology, genetics, human systems, and ecology. Students will be provided with opportunities to develop their cooperative learning skills and their critical thinking skills.  

Course Content/Goals:


1st Semester

1. Chemical Basis of Life     

(3Week) 

2. DNA Structure and Function 

(3Weeks) 

3. Protein Synthesis


(2 Weeks)

4. Cellular Processes       

(3 Weeks) 

5. Cell Transport



(3 Weeks) 

6. Mitosis and Meiosis  


(2 Weeks)

7. Genetics and Heredity


(2 Weeks)

2nd Semester
8. Classification



(2 Weeks)
9. Evolutionary Theory and Evidence
(3 Weeks) 

10. Macro Evolutionary Patterns      
(3 Weeks)   


11. Population Biology


(3 Weeks)

12. Ecology



(3 Weeks)

13. Ecological Succession


(3 Weeks) 
Materials:
· Ringed binder 
· Pencil/Pen

Assessment:
This course will be using standards based grading practices.  Under this model grades will be composed of 90% assessments, and 10% (daily work, homework, ect).  The grade book will be organized by learning target (specific knowledge and skills) rather than assignment type (unit test, quiz 1, homework 3, lab on density, ect).  The purpose of standards based grading is to move conversations about student achievement away from issues such as missing work, laziness, behavior, participation, poor test grades on large “high stakes” end of unit exams, and toward useful information that students, parents, and teachers can use before learning has stopped.

Learning targets will be graded on a 4 point scale (corresponding percentages, and descriptions are included).

1 = (40%):  student has demonstrated a beginning level of achievement

2 = (60%):  Student is almost at a proficient achievement level.

3 = (80%):  Student has demonstrated knowledge and skills a proficient achievement level.

4 = (100%):  Student has demonstrated knowledge and skills above the proficient achievement level.
Grading Scale:  final semester grades will be calculated by averaging the achievement level for each learning target in the course.




  

A
93-100%
C
73-77%




A-
90-92%

C-
70-72%




B+
88-89%

D+
68-69%




B
83-87%

D
63-67%




B-
80-82%

D-
60-62%




C+
78-79%

F
59% & below

Making up assessments:  

Students will be given at least 3 total attempts (2 retakes) to demonstrate achievement for any learning target.

COLLEGE CREDIT IS AVAILABLE FOR THIS COURSE

This course is offered for college credit through Willamette Promise and Western Oregon University.  Students pay a $30 fee for as many credits as they can take in a year.  College credit is awarded through Western Oregon University, and can be transferred to any college or university in the state of Oregon.   Registration with WOU and the $30 fee are not due until the credit and course grade are determined, to ensure that students can make the best decision regarding their college transcripts. This usually occurs at the end of the high school semester. This duel credit opportunity works by classroom teachers working directly with college professors to overlay proficiency standards in their current high school curriculum.  Assessment scores and examples of student work are graded by both the classroom teacher and the college professor to determine the college transcript grade.  The grading and credits through Willamette Promise are independent of the credit and grade given by St. Helens High School, and are often different.  If your student has passed these proficiency standards you should expect him/her to bring you Willamette Promise registration information at the end of each semester to take advantage of this affordable and effective pathway toward post-secondary education.

For more information please visit the Willamette Promise website program overview at: http://www.wesd.org/domain/111
Parent Signature: _______________________________________

Student Signature: ______________________________________
(Students need a 3 ringed binder for this course).
