 Beef Cattle Notes
· Beef cattle are selected for their meat (beef) production

Types- Names


Male – Bull


Female- Cow


Young- Calf


Castrated- Steer


Young Female- Heifer Calf


Young Male- Bull Calf

Top 3 Beef Cattle Breeds


1.   Angus- solid black, Polled, well muscled




     (Polled means “naturally hornless”)


2.   Hereford- orangish red with a bald face/belly




  (Bald means “white”)

3.   Brahman- multi-colored, droopy ears and 





   Skin, hump on back
Other Top Breeds
4.     Belted Galloway
5.  
Charolais

6.
Beefalo

7.
Texas Longhorn

8.
Gelbvieh

9.
Chianina

10.
Simmental

11.
Saler

12.
Limousin

13.
Maine-Anjou

14.
Red Angus

15.
Shorthorn

16.
Marchigiana

17.
Belgian Blue

18.
Beef Master

19.
Santa Gertrudis

20.
Brangus
Scientific Classification of Cattle

· Kingdom:   Animalia

· Phylum:     Chorodata

· Class:
    
  Mammalia

· Order:
       Artoidactyla

· Family:      Bovine

· Genus:       Bos

· Species:     taurus  or  indicus

U.S. Rankings in Beef Cattle
#1.  Texas

#2.  Nebraska 

#3.  Kansas

· Kentucky ranks - 8th in the U.S.

· Kentucky ranks – 1st east of the Mississippi River

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

· Beef Cattle generate more than any other agricultural enterprise.
· Twenty-two percent (22%) of all commodity receipts comes from the cattle industry. 

· Cattle and calves generate over 37 billion dollars in gross receipts each year in the U.S.
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Digestive Systems

Ruminants- animals with a four compartment stomach. (Rumen, Reticulum, Omasum, and Abomasum)

Examples: Cattle




    Sheep




    Deer

Monogastric- animals with one or simple stomach.


Examples: Humans




    Swine




    Dogs

Reproductive Systems

Male Sex Cell




Female Sex Cell
    Sperm





       Ovum
Beginning of Gestation

Zygote
Embryo

Fetus

------------------------Parturition-------------------------

Calf 
Beef Cattle Facts
· Average market (slaughter) weight


   1,100 – 1,300 lbs.

· Average birth weight


75 – 100 lbs.
· Average daily gain (full feed)


  2.5 – 3.5 lbs. per day

· Average feed conversion

    6:1 to 7:1 
· Gestation- length of pregnancy



280 days
