Scoring:  Students with experience are scored according to demonstrated technique and musicality.

You may purchase Essential Element 2000 Book 1 & 2 any local music store and online.


BALDWIN ARTS MAGNET

BAND AUDITION

THE BEGINNING BAND—(No experience playing an instrument)
     The Beginning Band provides an opportunity to learn the fundamentals of (1) playing a band instrument, and (2) reading music.  No prior experience at either one is a requirement for selecting Beginning Band.  The only requirements are a serious desire to learn, a willingness to play any band instrument, and the ability to purchase a band instrument if the school does not have one for you to use.  (Quantities of available school instruments are limited.)  Beginning Band students should not purchase or rent a band instrument or begin private lessons on an instrument without prior approval of the Baldwin Band Director.
    The audition for the Beginning Band consists of taking the Selmer Music Guidance Survey musical aptitude test.  This nationally recognized test consists of pairs of recorded examples of pitch, chords, melody, and rhythm that a student listens to, compares, and responds to on an answer sheet.  No prior knowledge of music is required, or expected, for this test, and there is no way to study for it.  It is strictly a listening test; therefore, the ability to listen carefully is the only requirement for being successful.  This test is used to help predict success in music and in the assignment of which instrument a beginner is best suited.

THE BEGINNING BAND—(UP TO 6 MONTHS EXPERIENCE)


Students who have some experience in playing an instrument but who do not have the skill to audition at the intermediate level should audition at this level.  Each student should bring his or her instrument or a mouthpiece to use on one of our instruments. A student auditioning for percussion should only bring mallets and sticks. The student will play out of Essential Element 2000 Book I: Numbers: 23, 39, 48, 65, 88, 90, 95, 100, 106, and 152.  Any student who already can play a band instrument may be reassigned to a different instrument. 
THE INTERMEDIATE BAND—STUDENTS WITH AT LEAST 6 MONTHS EXPERIENCE
Woodwind and Brass Requirements—

The audition is the same for the Intermediate and Symphonic Bands.  The degree of success on that audition, combined with the projected openings for your instrument in the Symphonic Band, determines which of the bands you are assigned.  A student may have to repeat Beginning or Intermediate Band if he/she is not adequately prepared to advance to the next higher band level.
The audition material for potential Intermediate or Symphonic Band woodwind and brass players comes from the Essential Elements 2000 Book 2 (Hal Leonard). You must use this book to audition.  If you do not have it, you must purchase it or borrow it.  You determine your audition score by performing the following studies from the book:  Number 19, 23, 55, 74, 79, 80, 90, 97, 106, and 118.

THE SYMPHONIC BAND—1 year or more experience
Additional audition material in addition to the requirements at the Intermediate level may be used to determine Symphonic Band placement. This addition material consists of scales (Bb, C, F, Eb, Ab, and Db), rudiments, and tone.  Percussion will play rudiments: long roll, orchestral buzz roll, flamacue, and single ratamacue and scales.

INSTRUMENTATION FOR ALL BANDS
The following is a list of the desired numbers for each instrument in all bands:  Flutes—6, Oboes—1, Clarinets—12, Alto Saxophones—3, Tenor Saxophones—2, Baritone Saxophones—1, Trumpets—7, French Horns—4, Trombones—6, Baritone Horn—2, Tubas—3, and Percussionists—6.

