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The goal of the Gadsden Independent School District Department of Athletics is to provide the youth of the school district with the opportunity to develop physically, mentally and emotionally to their maximum potential.  This department seeks to achieve high levels of self-esteem and self-respect while emphasizing that athletics must compliment the overall expectations of our educational objectives. 

MISSION STATEMENT

GOALS

THE ADMINISTRATION OF INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS

1.1

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY

"Somewhere between the innocence of childhood and the dignity of adulthood lies the high school athlete (Cokins, 1969)."

The purpose of a sound athletic program is to produce well-rounded citizens who are better prepared to face the challenges of adult life as a result of their athletic experiences. A strong and successful all-around athletic program is a good indicator of a school district with a meaningful and continuing education initiative at all levels of academic and athletic pursuits. Participation in sports is a valuable educational experience in its own right, one that should be available to all students. Involvement in athletics supports the academic objectives of success and high achievement of student athletes.

The opportunity for participation in a wide variety of student-selected sports is a vital part of any student's educational experience. Such participation is a privilege that carries with it, responsibilities to the school, the athletic teams, the student body, the community, and the student-athlete. When emphasis is placed on developing character, achieving a spirit of cooperation and striving for worthwhile goals, the development of learning skills and emotional patterns that enable out students to maximize their educational experience is enhanced.

Athletics is an educational experience for every student that participates. The value of athletic competition for each athlete is the realization that LIFE is reflected in the athletic endeavor. Success is facilitated by being well prepared; maintaining a positive attitude; developing a dedication to a cause; and establishing high standards of conduct, attitude, and achievement.

1.2

COACHING PHILOSOPHY

The athletic program of the Gadsden Independent School District is designed to provide an essential part of the total educational process. It is the other half of education. Coaches shall strive to promote the good and welfare of the athlete and the student body and provide a further means of education by helping our student-athletes experience participation, team-work, loyalty, dedication, self​ discipline, self-respect, respect and compassion for others, success and failure.

This valuable educational concept is accomplished by involving as many students as possible in athletic programs; understanding individual needs; having an open line of communication with the student-athlete; believing that the welfare of the athlete is first and foremost; respecting and recognizing the different ideals, beliefs, and goals of each athlete; creating a positive atmosphere among all individuals; motivating and inspiring each individual to perform to the best of his or her ability; and making the athletic program fun, worthwhile, and enjoyable for all players, coaches, parents, staff: and community supporters.

SECTION I

1.3 
NEW MEXICO ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION

The NMAA is the governing body of all interscholastic student athletic activities for the state. Their well-stated philosophy follows:

"The aims, the organizations, and the policies of the NMAA are based on the philosophy that interscholastic athletics and other extra-curricular activities are important parts of the educational process; that they should therefore be encouraged, directed, and supported by a statewide organization; that this organization's leaders should be representative of the State's schools; and that the most important single consideration in the regulation of any school activity must be the welfare and healthy development of the individual student."

1.4
PHILOSOPHY OF COMPETITION

Our athletic program should be fundamentally dedicated to the pursuit of excellence. Excellence is a constantly sought but never attainable goal.

The basis of our pursuit of excellence is centered on the individual athlete. As the individual improves, so does the team. Therefore, it is imperative that our athletic program makes each individual aware of the unique and tremendous potential that he or she possesses. Through our athletic program, we strive to stimulate individuals to reach their fullest potential.

Competition is inherently basic to the American way of life. One of the basic purposes of interscholastic athletics is to foster within each participant the desire to succeed, the desire to win. Our individual athletes would be ill served if winning and success are not the basic objectives of participation. The challenge of competition is a pleasurable and rewarding experience. The true competitor makes every effort to prepare for competition. He or she studies, trains and works hard with a positive attitude, goes the extra-mile to achieve success, and does not waste time dwelling on the possibility of defeat. He or she is goal-oriented and sets his or her sights toward successful pursuits and achievement. Win or lose, our student-athletes can achieve glory in the knowledge of an all-out effort to win, to succeed. In defeat, each athlete will prepare with firm resolve to make an even greater effort in the preparation for the next challenge.

1.5
SPORTSMANSHIP

The ideal of sportsmanship permeates virtually every aspect of our culture. The ethic of fair play may be witnessed in all facets of life. It is a training ground for good citizenship and high behavioral standards. The New Mexico Activities Association defines sportsmanship as those qualities of behavior, which are characterized by generosity and genuine concern for others. Further, an awareness is expected of the impact of an individual's influence on others' behavior.

A.   Sportsmanship Code

1. Be courteous to opponents, fans, and cheerleaders.

1.6 
COACHES CREED
THE COACH shall take an active role in the prevention of drug, alcohol, and tobacco abuse and under no circumstances should authorize their use.

2. Be representative in your behavior toward everyone present.

3. Respect and abide by the official's decision.

4. Exercise self-control at all times; never harass an official, coach, cheerleader, or player.

5. Display character in your every action.

The function of a coach is to properly educate students through participation in interscholastic competition. The athletic program is designed to enhance academic achievement and should never interfere with opportunities for academic success. Each student should be treated as If he or she were the coach's son or daughter, whose welfare shall be of the uppermost concern at all times.

THE COACH must be aware that he or she has a tremendous influence, either good or bad, in the education of the student athlete and, thus, shall never place the value of winning above the value of instilling the highest desirable ideals of character.

THE COACH must constantly uphold the honor and dignity of the profession. In all personal contact with student-athlete, parent(s) or guardian(s), officials, administrators, teachers, media, and the public, the coach shall strive to se an example of the highest ethical and moral conduct.

THE COACH shall promote the entire interscholastic program of the school and direct his or her program in harmony with the total school program.

THE COACH shall actively use his or her influence to enhance sportsmanship.

THE COACH shall exercise all patience and diplomacy at his or her command in relations with


all players, co-workers, parent(s) or guardian(s), officials, and spectators.

SECTION II

A.  Student-athletes are subject to the general laws of the community and regulations of the


school district.

B.  Student-athletes, by participating in interscholastic sports, agree to abide by and be   subject to the athletic and extracurricular activities regulations of the Gadsden Independent School District and the New Mexico Activities Association.

.

C.  It is the responsibility of the student-athlete and his or her parent(s) or court appointed legal guardian(s) and athletic personnel to understand and comply with all rules and regulations.

The word "parent(s)" refers to parent(s) who have legal custody of the student. ''Legal guardian(s)" refers to a person who has been appointed in a court of

competent jurisdiction.

D.    It is understood that it is impossible to have a regulation or guideline for every possible


circumstance. Student-athletes and parent(s) or legal guardian(s) shall use discretionary


judgment in dealing with individual situations not covered by this Student-Parent Athletic


Handbook or within the confines of the New Mexico Activities Association.

2.2
GOVERNANCE

Interscholastic Activities are governed by the rules and regulations of the New Mexico Activities Association (NMAA) and Gadsden Independent School District.  
2.3
ADMINISTRATION OF ATHLETICS

.

Superintendent or his/her designee, or the school Principal, or district Athletic Coordinator, or school Athletic Facilitator are responsible to Gadsden Independent School District and the New Mexico Activities Association for all matters pertaining to any interscholastic activity.

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS

2.1
GENERAL GUIDELINES
E.   NMAA rules and regulations are on their website (www.nmact.org).

2.4
UNDUE INFLUENCE FOR PARTICIPATION

A. 
It is the philosophy of the Athletic Department that the athlete shall enjoy as many sport seasons as the student-athlete and his or her parent(s) or legal guardian(s) wish without influence from any coach to specialize in one sport. All coaches should encourage participation in other sports.

B. If an athlete is dismissed from a team for disciplinary reasons or quits a team during the season, he or she cannot participate or practice in another sport until the completion of that season. Exception: In-season coach may give permission for the player to begin another sport. 

C. If an athlete is dismissed from a team for disciplinary reasons or quits a team during the season, he or she cannot participate in athletics at another G.I.S.D high school for 90 school days. The 90 school days are determined by using the official G.I.S.D. school calendar and do not include summer school days.

D.    If an athlete is cut from a team, he or she may join another sport immediately.

2.5
RECRUITING

Recruiting of an athlete from another attendance area within Gadsden Independent School District is strictly prohibited. Violation of this policy will result in immediate suspension and/or termination of the coach and ineligibility of the player (See Sec. VII).

2.6
PARTICIPATION IN NMAA AND GISD SANCTIONED EVENTS
A. Participation in NMAA and G.I.S.D. sanctioned athletic events by students below the 9th grade

1. Youth participants (grades K through 8), individually or as a team cannot compete unattached or participate in competitive exhibition events at the same location and facility and on the same day or night of a sanctioned NMAA or G.I.S.D. scheduled athletic event,


unless approved by the campus principal.
 

 2. Participants involved on a school district team cannot compete as a team member or individual against a team or individual below the 9th grade level unless approved by the high school administration.

Exception: School district teams may compete against 8th grade students only in

NMAA sanctioned high school events that allow 8th grade participation on the varsity level. These 8th grade participants must meet all NMAA and


  G.I.S.D Athletic Department eligibility rules.

     B. Participation in NMAA and G.I.S.D. sanctioned athletic events against Club Teams


School district teams or individual student-athletes cannot compete in practices, scrimmages,

or games against club teams unless approved by the school administration.

2.7
SQUAD SELECTION
In accordance with our philosophy of athletics and our desire to see as many students as possible participate in the athletic program, we encourage coaches to keep as many squad members as they can without unbalancing the integrity of their sport. Obviously, time, space, facilities, and other factors will place limitations on the most effective squad size for any particular sport. However, we strive to maximize the opportunities for our students without diluting the quality of the program.

A. Cutting Policies


1. Responsibility

a. 
Choosing the members of a team is the sole responsibility of the head coach.

b. 
Junior varsity and 9th grade coaches will take into consideration the policies as established by the school district and head coach when selecting rosters.

c. 
Prior to trying out, the coach will provide the following information to all team candidates and their parent(s) or legal guardian(s):

1) Extent of try-out period

2) Criteria used to select the team

3) Number to be selected

4) Practice commitment if they make the team

5) Game commitments

2. Procedure

a.
When a squad cut becomes a necessity, the process will include three important elements. Each candidate shall:

1) Have competed in a minimum of 10 regularly scheduled practice sessions. 2) Have performed in at least one intra-squad game or scrimmage.

3) Be personally informed of the cut by the coach and the reason for the cut.

b.   Cut lists are not to be posted.

 c.  Coaches will discuss alternative possibilities for participation in the sport or other areas of the athletic program.

 d.   If a coach foresees difficulties arising as a result of squad cuts, he or she        should discuss the situation with Athletic Coordinator.

C. Summer Camps and/or Summer Recreation Leagues

It is the position of the Gadsden Independent School District that no athlete is required, as a condition of making the team, to attend camps or participate in summer recreation leagues.

2.8
DUAL PARTICIPATION

Dual participation means that a student-athlete wishes to participate simultaneously on a school-sponsored team and on a club, or non-school team during the school year.

A.   A school principal may grant permission to a student who wishes to participate simultaneously in school and non-school competition as an individual and/or team member if all of the following conditions are met:

2.9
LETTERING

Only awards from the school, NMAA, or Booster Club and limited in value, as stated in the NMAA Handbook, shall be made to participants in interscholastic activities. If unapproved awards are offered and accepted by the participants, such participants may jeopardize their eligibility and amateur status. Student-athletes and parent(s) or guardian(s) shall become familiar with the policies and procedures outlined by their coach for earning letters or receiving team awards and recognition.

A.  It is the responsibility of the head coach to establish a criteria for lettering. All criteria shall be on file with the principal and Athletic Office.

B. All individual participants must be informed of the requirements necessary for     lettering before the start of the season.

C.   A student-athlete will be given one (1) varsity letter. Subsequent letter awards will be in the form of pins.

2.   There is not a conflict with the school's schedule of practice, or competition in the same, or different sports. The local school determines the conflict, if any.

3.   Game limitations in team sports (football, basketball, volleyball, baseball, softball, and soccer), as set by the NMAA, or the G.I.S.D., (not to exceed the NMAA maximum limits) cannot be exceeded. Games (school and/or non-school, individual, and/or team) from the first day of permissible legal practice to the state championship count toward that limit. Non-school meets, or matches in individual sports, (cross country, wrestling, golf, tennis, and track & field) will not count toward the NMAA limit.

B. Penalty

1.   Prior to the beginning of the non-school competition in that sport, a list of participants and dates of non-school competition(s) must be presented to the principal by the non-​school organization, or student.

Any student participating in non-school competition without written permission of his or her principal shall be ineligible for school competition as per the NMAA. Ineligibility is for that particular sport season only.

2.10 BANQUETS 

Award banquets are the responsibility of the head coach in conjunction with his/her booster club. 

SECTION III

STUDENT PARTICIPATION

Student participation in extracurricular activities can play a significant role in personal and educational development and shall be used as a means of developing wholesome attitudes and good human relations as well as knowledge and skill. Such participation is a privilege not a right. Students earn the privilege to participate by adhering to high standards of personal conduct and academic performance. Students participating in extracurricular activities represent the school district, depict its character, and serve as role models to other students. Accordingly, participants may be subject to a standard of academic performance and to higher standards of conduct both in and out of the school setting. Continued participation in athletics may be conditioned upon observing and maintaining such standards.
3.1
CONDITIONS OF ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION
A.   Prior to participating in any practice session, in-season or off-season workout program,

summer workout session, or school district approved athletic class, each student-athlete must:

1. Be officially enrolled in the high school in his or her designated attendance zone.

2.   Attend the high school in his or her designated attendance zone

3.   Be eligible in all areas of athletic eligibility according to the rules and guidelines of the New Mexico Activities Association and the G.I.S.D. Athletic Department.
 
B. Prior to participating in any practice session, in-season or off-season workout program, summer workout session, or school district approved athletic class, the student-athlete and parent(s) or court appointed legal guardian(s) must complete and sign the following documents:

1. Acknowledgement of Rules and Terms of Athletic Participation


a.
  Read and submit the terms, rules, and team information.

1) 
Conditions for Participation Form

2)
Emergency Information Card

3) 
Medical History and Physical Examination Information

4)
Extracurricular Activities – Code of Conduct

5)
Parent/Guardian Code of Conduct

b.
Submit the family's primary address

2.
Submit medical History and Physical Examination Form with a physician's approval- Physical must be dated after May I of the upcoming school year.

3.  Submit emergency Information Card

3.2
ATHLETIC CONDUCT REGULATIONS

Students who participate in athletics must be aware that their personal conduct and attitude needs to reflect high standards of respect, loyalty, positive attitude, and morale. Because athletes represent their school and community, their conduct is expected to exemplify high standards. Suspension from athletics shall be accomplished by the principal.

It is the responsibility of the student and his or her parent(s) or legal guardian(s) to be familiar with the standards of student conduct, residency requirements; and eligibility guidelines.

A. Extracurricular Activities - Code of Conduct (See Section IV)

1. Rebuked Behavior


.

a. Abstain from the use or possession of alcohol, drugs, or tobacco products

b. Maintain high standards of conduct as a student and as a citizen. 

c. Refrain from committing criminal or delinquent acts. 

d. Will not attempt to circumvent any rules or guidelines of the G.I.S.D. or NMAA.

B. Student Residence Requirement
1.   Attend the high school in his or her designated attendance zone. The attendance zone is based on the primary or bona fide residence of the student's parent or legal guardian.

2.  Reside with parent(s) or legal guardian(s) at the primary or bona fide residence address of the student's parents or legal guardian.

Exception: 
If a student-athlete resided with and continues to reside with the same individual or family other then a parent or legal guardian prior to 7th grade, he or she can petition the NMAA for eligibility.

3.   A student and parent must notify in writing the current school principal if the student


moves outside his or her attendance zone without an accompanying address change.

C. School Attendance on Day of Competition

An athlete who misses school, for one full period or more, on the day of competition or on the Friday before a Saturday competition may not play in the competition unless it is an excused school absence.

A.  All Class work counted for eligibility must be acceptable for graduation.  

B.  A student enrolled in a special education program shall be declared eligible if enrolled in an instructional program designated by the I.E.P., and doing passing work at that level, and otherwise meets every other eligibility requirement.

C.
Middle school student must have passed a minimum of four (4) classes, not failed more than one (1) and have a 2.0 or better for the most immediate/previous grading period.  During the current semester the student must pass a minimum of four (4) classes, not fail more than one (1) class and maintain a grade point average of 2.0 or better per grading period during the semester (traditional scheduling).

3.5
SUMMER CAMPS AND/OR SUMMER RECREATION LEAGUES

It is the position of the Gadsden Independent School District that no athlete is required, as a condition of making the team, to attend camps or participate in summer recreation leagues. A student-athlete cannot be penalized for not attending summer camps or workouts.

3.3
ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY - SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE

A.
The student must be a bona fide student of the school in grades 7 – 12.

B.
A student shall be eligible for high school interscholastic competition for eight (8) consecutive semesters of attendance.  Beginning with the first semester in 9th grade.  

3.4
ACADEMICS

A high school student shall have passed a minimum of: three (3) classes, AND not failed more than one (1), AND had a grade point average of 2.0 or better for the immediate previous              grading period, or cumulatively, beginning with and including the first semester of grade nine (9). The cumulative provision may only be applied to the beginning of a semester and only semester grades are to be used. During the current semester, the student must pass a minimum of: three (3) classes, AND not fail more than one (1) class, AND maintain a grade point average overall of 2.0 or better per grading period during the semester.  A ninth grade student, entering high school for the first time may compete without reference to his/her immediate/previous scholastic record in eighth grade.  The end of the first grading period in ninth grade establishes the point of eligibility for the succeeding grading period. 

3.6
OUT-OF-TOWN CONTESTS

A.    Any student participating in an out-of-town athletic trip is the responsibility of the school district and the coach. Therefore, if the student is traveling on a school sponsored out-of town athletic trip, that student must use the school provided transportation.

B.    No student, regardless of age, will be permitted to travel to or from an out-of-town     athletic event with any other person(s) except the coach.

3

Exception: 
After an event, a student can be released only to the student's parent(s) or legal guardian(s) provided the parent or guardian gives the coach a written note at the conclusion of the event. The coach cannot and will not release an athlete to any other person(s) regardless of written or verbal permission of that student's parent or guardian.

3.7
IN-DISTRICT TRAVEL

The student-athlete and parent(s) or legal guardian(s) shall assume full and all legal responsibility for the personal safety and actions of the athlete while the athlete is traveling to and from practices or games when transportation is not provided by the Gadsden Independent School District.

3.8
FALSE INFORMATION

3.9 
HAZING
The practice of hazing is strictly prohibited. Any player or member of an athletic-related team involved in any hazing activity shall be subject to the school district's disciplinary sanctions or consequences. Hazing will not be permitted as a condition of membership in any group or organization connected with the Gadsden Independent School District. Hazing is defined as follows: 

A. To harass by exacting unnecessary, disagreeable or degrading tasks or activities, which may result in physical or psychological harm to an individual.  

B. To intentionally play abusive and humiliating tricks on an individual.

 

3.10 
INJURY OR ILLNESS
An athlete must report an injury or illness to the athletic trainer.

A.     If an athlete is injured or ill and seeks medical care, the athlete must obtain a release from the attending medical practitioner, prior to resuming play. The release must be signed and dated by the attending medical practitioner.

B.    The athletic trainer, under the advice of a medical practitioner, shall determine the participation status of the athlete.

If a parent, legal guardian, or student-athlete provides false information to the school district on information concerning eligibility, the student-athlete shall immediately be declared ineligible for athletic participation.

3.11 
PRIORITY - SCHOOL SANCTIONED EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES PROGRAMS
A Multi-activity participant

1.   School Year Activities

a. Year round activity
b. In-Season

No participant can be involved in an off-season program while he or she is participating in an in-season activity unless the participant has the permission of the in season coach or sponsor. If a participant chooses to participate in another school year activity without the permission of the coach or sponsor, he or she will be declared ineligible for the remainder of the current in-season activity.

c.  Off-Season


Priority is determined as to the next participant season as stated by the NMAA.

2. Summer Activities

a. Year round activities a. Fall activities

b. Winter activities

c. Spring activities

B. Facilities

1. School Year

a. In-season

b. Off-season

c. Community Programs

2. Summer

a. Fall sports

b. Winter sports

c. Spring sports

d. Community Programs

SECTION IV

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - CODE OF CONDUCT

Students who participate in extracurricular activities must be aware that their personal conduct and attitude reflect high standards of respect, loyalty, positive attitude, and morality. Such participation is a privilege and not a right. Because student activity participants represent their school and community, their conduct is expected to exemplify high standards.

It is the responsibility of the student and his or her parent(s) or legal guardian(s) to be familiar with the standards of student conduct and the Code of Conduct.

4.1
CODE OF CONDUCT

A. Purpose

1.  Students who participate in extracurricular activities for GISD serve as representatives of the District in the community and to other communities across the state.

2.   Student participants serve as role models and leaders among their peers.

3.   The GISD educational mission is to encourage the highest standards of


sportsmanship, character, and respect for oneself and others.

4.  GISD has a substantial interest in reducing student misconduct and substance abuse


among all its students including students who participate in extracurricular activities.

5.  Students should be provided with clear guidance from GISD regarding expectations


of their conduct, the consequences that can result from misconduct, and how their


actions can affect participation in the extracurricular activity program.

B. Code Flexibility

This Code is designed to provide guidance to participants, coaches or sponsors, and school officials in the handling of expected student behavior and the consequences of student offenses. Nothing in this Code shall be deemed to prevent building principals from deviating from this procedure where, in their professional judgment, the severity or other unique characteristics of the infraction indicate that the procedures do not adequately address the problem created by the student's behavior. The spirit of this Code permits flexibility for principals to ensure the efficient management and control of the educational environment.

C. Right To Apply 

GISD reserves the right to apply the provisions of the Code of Conduct if in school officials'

judgment, the conduct in question negatively affects the safety morale, smooth operation, discipline, educational environment or substance abuse deterrence goals of the school.

4.2
REQUIRED BEHAVIOR

A.  Abstain from the use or possession of alcohol, drugs, or tobacco products.

B.  Maintain high standards of conduct as a student and as a citizen. 

C.  Refrain from committing criminal or delinquent acts.

D. Do not attempt to circumvent any rules or guidelines of the Gadsden Independent School District and the New Mexico Activities Association.

4.3
DUE PROCESS

A.   An alleged violation of the Code of Conduct is addressed by the building principal.

B.   The building principal shall conduct a reasonable investigation of all allegations, with the extent and thoroughness of the investigation being determined by the severity of the allegation and the reliability and availability of evidence supporting or undermining the allegation.

1.   If the alleged violation potentially involves a felony crime, sexual harassment, or physical or mental abuse, the building principal will immediately notify the Superintendent.

2.  All other violations will be addressed by the building principal following guidelines   of the G.I.S.D.  Notification shall be given to the Athletic Coordinator who' in turn, will inform the Superintendent.

3.   Violations involving alcohol, drugs, or weapons will be referred by the principal to the superintendent for a long-term suspension hearing as per policy.

C.    Before determining or rendering a decision of an alleged violation, the building principal

shall make a reasonable effort to permit the student to present his or her position   regarding


the allegation.

D.   If there is a reasonable suspicion that the alleged violation did, in fact, occur,


disciplinary action can be taken by the building principal.

E.    The building principal shall provide written notice to the student of the decision and the disciplinary consequences, if any. A copy of such notice shall be sent to the Athletic Coordinator.

4.4
CRITERIA TO DETERMINE A VIOLATION OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT

A. Criteria That Shall Be Addressed By the Building Principal

1. Is the allegation directly in violation of the stated guidelines?

2. Has due process been followed in addressing the problem with the student?

3. Were other GISD rules broken?

4. Did the alleged violation occur during school time or at a school-sponsored event?

5. Has the alleged violation been reported and received in a timely manner?

6. Is the incident so recent that discipline by the school will still have effectiveness as a

    teaching and learning process?
.

7. Is the conduct connected to the school or does it have negative implications toward                   

    the school?


8. Is the nature of the conduct something other than a "status offense" - alleged offense

    committed but has no impact on the school or individual (i.e.: speeding or reckless driving ticket).

B.  Responses shall be measured by the building principal to decide if a violation did occur.

4.  School Conference - Prior to reinstatement from a suspension, a student participant must attend a parent conference to include the parent or legal guardian, the administration, and the head coach or sponsor.

2.   Activity participation - The student is not allowed to participate in practices,


games, meetings, or events that are associated with the extracurricular activity.

3.  Competition(s) - Designated as the GISD scheduled and sanctioned day or days of

 competition in which the student is eligible to participate. The student is not allowed to play or participate in any or all games or events scheduled and sanctioned for that or  those designated suspension day(s).

a.   In-season - Suspension shall begin immediately and continue through the designated length of the suspension. If suspension overlaps into the off-season or summer, the remainder of the suspension shall carry over to the next competitive season of the suspended student-athlete.

b.  Off season or summer period - Suspension shall begin at the start of the student's


next competitive season.

1. Suspension shall begin as follows:

All offenses, as a participant or a non-participant in extracurricular activities, accumulate from the first offense committed as a student enrolled in the GISD regardless of grade level, through graduation.

B.    Suspension from participation

A. Accumulation of offenses

4.5
CONSEOUENCES

4.6
VIOLATION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS. ALCOHOL, OR DRUG GUIDELINES

A. Shall be in effect

1. During the school year (Consequences adhere to GISD Policy) 

2. At organized summer activities that are supervised by school district personnel

B. Consequences for extracurricular activity participation

DURING SCHOOL YEAR

ORGANIZED SUMMER ACTIVITIES

First Offense
A.   Suspension from participation Tobacco

        1.  (1 to 10 days)

A. Suspension from participation


1. (1 to 10 days)

Alcohol or Drugs    Recommendation to superintendent for long-term suspension 

Recommendation to Superintendent for long-term suspension

Second Offense Tobacco

A. Suspension from participation


1. (1 to 10 days)

B. Suspension - competition day


1. One competition day

A. Suspension - competition day


1. One competition day


2. Practice at discretion of head coach

Alcohol or Drugs    Recommendation to superintendent for 
          Recommendation to superintendent for          long-term suspension                                             long-term suspension 

Third Offense Tobacco

A. Suspension from participation 1. Two competition days

A. Suspension from participation

1. Two competition days

2. Practice at discretion of head coach

Fourth Offense Tobacco

A. Suspension from participation


1. Expulsion

A. Suspension from participation


1. 180 school days

.

Alcohol or Drugs  Recommendation to superintendent for 
       Recommendation to superintendent for               long-term suspension                                             long-term suspension 

4.7
VIOLATION OF ANY CRIMINAL STATUE AND ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION

A violation of any criminal statue shall be regulated within the legal limits of the GISD district. Rules of conduct shall be reasonable exercises of the school's authority in pursuance of legitimate educational and related functions. Such acts include the crime of willful interference with the educational process of any school or activity in the district.

A.  Shall be in effect

1. At all GISD schools and facilities

2. Whenever the students are subject to control of school authority 

3. Any time the action is determined, by the building principal, to                 cause disruption to the educational mission of GISD or detracts from the educational environment or affects the                                                                                                                                   

             safety, morale and efficiency of a school or GISD. 
B.  Violation of rules governing prohibited or regulated activities.

      An extracurricular activity student participant may appropriately be disciplined, including    removal from the activity program, for violating rules governing prohibited or regulated activities. The existence of a specific rule is not a prerequisite for disciplining student conduct, which endangers or appears to endanger the health or safety of students and school personnel. Within legal limits, appropriate discipline actions may be taken against student participant regardless of whether criminal charges are filed.

C. Consequences

Disciplinary action shall be accomplished by the building principal and can include, but is not limited to short-term suspension, and a recommendation to the superintendent long-term suspension, or expulsion.

SECTION V

EIGHTH GRADE PARTICIPATION

5.1
EIGHTH GRADE ELIGIBILITY 
A.
Eighth grade students are eligible to participate at the varsity, JV and 9th level in New Mexico Activities Association recognized individual and team sports not offered or sanctioned by the GISD 8th Grade Athletic Program.

  1.  Cross country, golf, tennis, baseball, wrestling, and softball.
2.   The eighth grader must be enrolled as a full time eighth grade student, be a bona fide resident   in the attendance area in which the high school is located, and meet all other eligibility requirements of the Gadsden Independent School District and the New Mexico Activities Association.
.

5.2    SIMULTANEOUS COMPETITION


An 8th grade student cannot participate simultaneously in an individual high school sport at the high school level and a school district sanctioned eighth grade sport at the mid school level

5.3
EIGHTH GRADE CLASSIFICATION

An eighth grade student who is enrolled in his or her designated mid school and is enrolled simultaneously in advanced classes at a high school is classified as an eighth grade student for athletic eligibility.

SECTION VI
RECRUITING GUIDELINES

Recruiting of a student-athlete, whose primary residence address is outside of the high school's designated attendance area, is strictly prohibited. If it is determined that a coach recruited an athlete outside of the school attendance area, the coach will face disciplinary action, to include possible termination. If it is determined that a student-athlete was recruited illegally by a coach, parent, or booster club member, the athlete will be declared INELIGIBLE for a minimum of one year.

6.1
WHAT COACHES CAN DO

A.   As part of the transition or orientation process, talk to an assembly of all 8th grade students and parents from a particular mid school when all 8th grade students and parents visit a high school campus. This assembly must be part of the Transition or Orientation Process and open to all students. A coach cannot talk to 8th grade students or their parents at an "athletic" only assembly for 8th grade students.

B.   During the high school visitation of 8th grade students and parents, give one promotional


pamphlet to all 8th grade students.

         C.  If a parent or athlete, who lives outside the school's attendance area, initiates contact with    a coach, a meeting can be held with the parties and the school's athletic coordinator.


D.   With the middle school principal’s permission, a head coach may meet with incoming 

        

    8th grade athletes during the spring semester.

6.2
WHAT COACHES, HEAD AND ASSISTANT, CANNOT DO

A.   Initiate personal contact or communication with any 8th grade or mid school student or his or her family that reside outside the school's attendance zone. Personal contact includes, but is not limited to, phone calls, visits (at home, school, or mid school events), or written communication.

B.   Give anything of value to mid school athletes who live outside the school's attendance area.

C.   Coach a city sponsored team or club, during the school year that is made up of mid school

       students.  The coach cannot initiate contact or have organizational meetings or practice with the mid school students until the last day of school of the spring semester. 

6.3
WHAT PLAYERS, PARENTS, AND BOOSTER CLUB MEMBERS CANNOT DO

A.      Initiate personal contact or communication with any 8th grade or mid school athlete that lives outside the school's attendance area with the purpose of encouraging the student to attend a school outside the student's attendance area. Personal contact includes, but is not limited to, phone calls, visits (at home, school, or mid school events), or written communication.

B.     Give anything of value to mid school athletes who live outside the school's attendance area.

C.     Meet or speak with an 8th grade athletic team or 8th grade athlete during the school year.

D.    Meet or visit at the mid school, during the school day or after the school day or after school hours, an 8th grade athlete or a group of 8th grade athletes.


.

SECTION VII
BOOSTER CLUBS & FUND RAISING

7.1
BOOSTER CLUBS

The Booster Club exists as an organization of parent (s), guardian(s), and community people dedicated to:

A.
Supporting, encouraging, and advancing the athletic program and related activities at the respective schools, thereby cultivating clean, wholesome school spirit, promoting good sportsmanship, and developing high ideals of character.

B.
Promoting projects to improve facilities and equipment necessary to provide an adequate athletic program for all sports.

C.  Promoting the general welfare of the participating athletes.

D.   Encouraging maximum attendance at all school activities especially the individual athletic events.

E.   Promoting good sportsmanship among all schools by cultivating good, clean fun.

F.  Refraining from encouraging rumors or slanders against players or coaches, regardless of their school.

7.2
BOOSTER CLUB ORGANIZATION

Suggested Criteria

A. Should be incorporated.

B. Should establish a constitution and by-laws.

C. Should have two signatures on all checking accounts.

1.
A coach cannot be indicated on the checking account.

D. The Booster Club treasurer should pass out a financial report at each meeting.

E. At the conclusion of the school year, a CPA should perform an independent audit of books.

I

A. Support, encourage, and advance the athletic program.

B. Promote positive public relations with players, coaching staff, school, and community.

C. Promote projects to improve facilities and equipment.

NOTE: Booster club funds cannot be used to purchase game uniforms.

D. Raise funds for end-of-year banquet.

E. Provide spirit apparel for team supporters.

F. Should not seek to influence or direct activities or policies of the head coach and team,


building administration, or GISD Athletic Department.

G. Should not get involved in personnel decisions or scheduling.

A.  A designated Booster Club representative shall make all requests for purchases of goods or services, in consultation with the Athletic Coordinator.

B. A coach cannot make purchases with Booster Club Funds

7.3
ROLE OF BOOSTER CLUBS

H.  Should not get involved with playing time of student-athletes.

I.   Should not get involved in selection of squad members

7.4
PURCHASE OF GOODS AND SERVICES BY BOOSTER CLUBS
7.5
FUND RAISING
A.   All fund raising activities for the purpose of supporting a GISD athletic team or event shall follow the statutes, rules, and guidelines of the State of New Mexico, the State of New Mexico Public Education Department and the Gadsden Independent School District. 

1.  Funds generated with student participation, directly or indirectly:

a. Must be deposited in the team's school Activity Account.

b. Funds turned into coaches or school personnel must be deposited within 24 hours.

2.  Funds generated from Booster Club activity without student participation.

a. Can be deposited into a Booster Club account or the team's school activity account.

B. If a team or coach conducts a camp or sponsors a clinic, using school district facilities, and


charges a fee:

1.
Must complete a Building Use Form.

3. 
All kids must have accessibility to the activity or event.

4.
All money must be deposited in the school Activity Account within 24 hours of receipt.

5.
At conclusion of the event, financial reports must be submitted to the building  administration and Athletic Coordinator

C. Coaches and student-athletes are prohibited from using their positions to solicit funds for


non-sanctioned school activities.

D. A coach cannot fund raise outside the premise of the above guidelines.

I

2.
Prior approval must be obtained from the building administration and   Athletic Coordinator.

SECTION VIII
PARENT INVOLVEMENT

8.1
COMMUNICATION WITH A COACH

A. Express concerns directly to the head coach

1.  Set up a meeting time during the school day. Do not attempt to confront a coach before during or after a practice, or game.

2.   If a time cannot be set up, contact the district athletic coordinator to facilitate a meeting.

3.   If progress is not reached, set up an appointment with the school principal and athletic coordinator.

B. Notify the coach of pending or anticipated problems or concerns.

C. Discuss specific concerns in regards to the coach's expectations.

8.2
ISSUES TO DISCUSS WITH A COACH

A. The treatment of a student-athlete, mentally or physically.

B. Ways to help the student-athlete improve.

C. Concerns about the student-athlete's behavior.

8.3
ISSUES NOT TO DISCUSS WITH A COACH

A. Squad selection

B. Playing time

C. Sport strategy

D. Play calling

E. Matters concerning other team members

I

8.4
STEPS TO FOLLOW IF A PERCIEVED PROBLEM EXISTS
A. Meet with the head coach and school's principal.

B. Seek a resolution with the school's principal. Principal's determination should be respected.

8.5
EXPECTATIONS OF PARENTS

A. Understand and support the philosophy and objectives of the team.

B.  Understand and support the expectations the coach has of the athletes and support the coach in achieving these expectations.

C. Attend all parent meetings.

D. Understand the role of the parent.

E.  Join the Booster Club to show support for the players and coaches.

F.  Volunteer to help and support Booster Club fund raising activities.

G. Insist that the Booster Organization support the coach through winning and losing seasons.

H. When complaints or concerns arise, allow the coach and building administration, not the 
Booster Club, to tackle the problem and find solutions.

8.6
SUGGESTED SPECTATOR BEHAVIOR

A. Comply with the rules and regulations of GISD and NMAA.

B. Be positive role models

1. Show respect for the opponents.

2. Demonstrate behaviors that you expect your son or daughter and their team to live by. 3. Help both teams and fans develop integrity through the intensity of the competition. 

4. Let your son or daughter live their own life and participate to the best of their ability.

Please do not re-live your life through their competitive participation.

C. Student and fan participation in an athletic contest is an extension of the classroom.

1.   Help your school administration conduct fair and equitable competition by adhering to the rules and respecting authority.

2.  Realize officials are human and will make mistakes. Their decisions should be

respected.

3.  Be careful not to criticize the competitors.

4.  Do not harass students, players, coaches, officials, or administrators.

5.  Be aware of the capabilities and limitations of the competitors.

6.  Do not verbally berate others.

.

​

SECTION IX​

COACHES COMMUNICATION

WITH PLAYERS AND PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDIANS

The head coach will have a pre-season meeting with participants and parent(s) or guardian(s). The meeting will include, but is not limited to, a handout and discussion in the following areas:

9.1     NMAA AND GISD ATHLETIC POLICIES

A. Extracurricular Activities - Code of Conduct

B. Parent - Code of Conduct

C. Guidelines for participation

D. Eligibility

E. NMAA and GISD sport specific rules

F. Transportation to and from events

9.2   SQUAD SELECTION

Coaches are encouraged to keep as many players as they can on the team without affecting the integrity of the team or sport. Time, facilities, number of coaches, and personal preference will place limitations on the most effective team size. It is our intention to provide opportunities to as many students as possible without diluting the quality of the program.

Choosing the team members is at the sole discretion of the head coach and assistants. Squad selection shall mc1ude the criteria as established in the Student-Parent Athletic Participation Handbook (See Section 2.7).

A. Varsity team selection criteria

B. Sub-varsity team selection criteria

C. Cutting of players criteria

9.3  GENERAL TEAM RULES
A. Tardiness

B. Missing practice

C. Personal Conduct

D. Care of equipment

E. Dress code

F. Drug, alcohol, and tobacco use

9.4
CRITERIA FOR RECEIVING A LETTER OR TEAM AWARD

The standards set by the head coach shall include the criteria as established in the Student-Parent Athletic Participation Handbook (See Section 2.9).

9.5
INJURY - PROCEDURE TO FOLLOW
The school's athletic trainer shall establish an injury procedure. The coach shall implement this process and communicate it to team members and parents.

APPENDIX

ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT

CONDITONS FOR ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION

The Gadsden Independent School District sponsors a comprehensive athletic program for all students enrolled in our high schools. Student participation in interscholastic athletics is governed by rules and regulations established by the Gadsden Independent School District and the New Mexico Activities Association.

Prior to participating in any practice session, in-season or off-season workout session, summer workout session, or athletic period, each student-athlete MUST:

1.
Be officially enrolled in the high school in his or her designated Attendance Area or obtained a school district Open Enrollment Transfer to the school of his or her choice.

2.
Attend the high school in his or her designated Attendance Zone or Open Enrollment choice.

3.
Be eligible in all areas of athletic eligibility according to the rules and guidelines of the New Mexico Activities Association and the Gadsden Independent School Districts Athletic Department.

As a condition of athletic participation in the Gadsden Independent School Districts, each student-athlete and parent or guardian MUST read and agree to the attached rules and regulations. This information has been developed to provide for the safety and welfare of each student-athlete. After reading this information each parent or guardian and student​ athlete IS REQUIRED TO SIGN the following documents and return these documents to the high school's Athletic Trainer. A student-athlete cannot participate until all items have been complete.

TO BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THE STUDENT-ATHLETE AND PARENT OR GUARDIAN

1.

Student-Athlete - Code of Conduct

2.

Violation of Code of Conduct - Consequences

A.
Tobacco Products, Alcohol, Drug Guidelines

B.
Criminal Statues

3.

Acknowledgement of rules and terms for athletic participation

4.

Statement of Health and Well Being

A.
Permission To Participate In Interscholastic Athletics

B.
Acknowledgement Of Injury Risks

C.
Personal Medication Notification

D.
Medical Insurance Coverage

TO BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY PARENT OR GUARDIAN

1.

Parent or Guardian - Code of Conduct

2.

Emergency Information Card

3.

Medical History and Physical Examination Form with a Doctor's approval
"DEVELOPING CHAMPIONS FOR A LIFETIME"

Appendix A

GADSDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

STUDENT -ATHLETE

CODE OF CONDUCT
Participation in athletics is a privilege. Student-athletes EARN the privilege to participate by adhering to high standards of personal conduct and ethical behavior. These standards are intended to exemplify good character traits and are rationally related to the educational process. Students SHOULD be aware that their personal conduct and attitude MUST reflect high standards of respect, behavior, and loyalty. Student-athletes are given UNIQUE opportunities. Therefore, they have a REQUIRED responsibility to themselves, their team, their school, and their community.

It is the RESPONSIBILITY of the student-athlete and his/her parent(s) or guardian(s) to be familiar with the standards of student-athlete conduct, residency requirements, and eligibility guidelines.

CODE OF CONDUCT

1. Refrain from the use or possession of alcohol, drugs, or tobacco during the school year or at school sponsored summer activities. 2. Refrain from the commission of criminal or delinquent acts.


3.
Will not attempt to circumvent any rules or guidelines of the Gadsden Independent School District or the NMAA.

STUDENT CONDUCT

1. Refrain from any form of hazing.

2. Refrain from the use of foul language.

3. Maintain high standards of conduct as a student and as a citizen.

4. Submit all "Participation Forms" with accurate information to the head trainer. 5. Will not attempt to change schools because of a conflict with a coach.

STUDENT RESIDENCE REOUIREMENT


1.
Attend the high school in the student's designated attendance zone. The attendance zone is based on the primary residency of the

student's parent(s) or legal guardian. The word parent refers to parent(s) who hold court appointed legal custody of the student athlete. Legal guardian refers to a person who has been appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction. If the student receives an Open Enrollment Transfer, the student-athlete will follow the eligibility guidelines of the Open Enrollment Transfer process.


2.
Reside with parent(s) or legal guardian(s) at the primary residence address of the parent(s) or legal guardian(s).

STUDENT- ATHLETE AGREEMENT

The student-athlete agrees to:


1.
Abide by the "Student-Athlete's Code of Conduct", Student Conduct, and Student Residence Requirement.


2.
Pledge to be positive about my athletic experience and accept responsibility for my actions.


3.
Seek academic help if grades are poor.

4. Maintain scholastic eligibility (Comply with NMAA Guidelines).

5. Create, maintain, and promote team morale and high ideals of sportsmanship.

6. Be sincere and loyal to the school, team, and community.

7. Be a positive role model for other kids.

8. Dress properly at school and observe proper etiquette.

9. Be responsible for all issued equipment.

10. Encourage my parents to be involved with my team and my athletic experience.

It is understood that it is impossible to have a regulation for every circumstance. Discretionary judgment will be used in situations not covered by a specific written rule or guideline. A student-athlete or his or her parent(s) may obtain an explanation of any part of the Student-Athlete's Code of Conduct from a coach or the school's Athletic Facilitator.

1. the student-athlete, acknowledge that I have read the terms of this Code of Conduct. I agree to conduct myself according to the terms of this Code of Conduct. I also understand and agree that in CHOOSE to violate any of the terms of the Code of Conduct, my CURRENT or FUTURE participation in interscholastic athletics may be limited or terminated in addition to penalties or consequences that may result or be imposed for the violation under GISD school district rules and policies or under civil or criminal laws.

PARENT AGREEMENT

I/we, the parent(s) or guardian of the student-athlete, acknowledge that J/we have read the terms of this Code of Conduct. I agree to support and encourage my son or daughter to abide by the terms of this Code of Conduct. J/we also understand and agree that if my/our son/daughter CHOOSES to violate any of the terms of the Code of Conduct, his/her CURRENT or FUTURE participation in interscholastic athletics may be limited or terminated in addition to penalties or consequences that may result or be imposed for the

violation under GISD school district rules and policies or under civil or criminal laws.

Signatures:   _______________________           _____________________________________________________        

Student-Athlete
Date
Parent or Legal Guardian

Appendix B

Date

PARENT OR GUARDIAN

CODE OF CONDUCT

The purpose of the Parent or Guardian Code of Conduct is to develop parental support and positive role models for our athletic

program. In the tradition of excellence, one purpose of our athletic program in the Gadsden Independent School District is to promote the physical, moral, mental, social, and emotional well being of each student and for our student-athletes. Parents and guardians are an integral part of this process.

PARENT OR GUARDIAN CONDUCT


1. Pledge to provide positive support, care, and encouragement to my student-athlete and his or her team, coaches, and

school.

2. Pledge to provide positive support and encouragement to the visiting team, their coaches, and school.

3. Maintain positive behavior and attitude at all athletic contests.

4. Respect the position and professionalism of the game official.

5. Retrain from the use of foul language.

6. Retrain from yelling criticism at my student-athlete, his or her coach and team, and the opponent's players or coaches. 7. Retrain from interfering with the coach.

8. Willing to let the coach be responsible for my son or daughter during practice, games, and team related activities.

9. Retrain from making derogatory comments to players, parents, game officials, or school administrators.

10. Assist in providing for student safety and welfare.

11. Sign and submit, with accurate information, all required "Participation Forms" to the Athletic Trainer

12. Will not attempt to change the school of my son or daughter because of a conflict with a coach.

13. Will not attempt to circumvent any rules or guidelines of the Gadsden Independent School District or the NMAA.

PARENT OR GUARDIAN AGREEMENT

The parent or guardian agrees to:

1. Abide by the "Parent or Guardian Code of Conduct".

2. Encourage my son or daughter to abide by the "Student-Athlete Code of Conduct."

3. Encourage good sportsmanship by personally demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and game officials 4. Be involved in my son or daughter's athletic program.

5. Ask my student-athlete to treat other players, coaches, fans, and officials, with respect regardless of race, sex, creed, or

ability.

6. Encourage my student-athlete to attend school on a regular basis and strive to excel academically.

7. Inform my student-athlete of the dangers of using and discourage the use of illegal drugs, alcohol, or tobacco.

8. If my son or daughter is injured, assure that he or she does not participate until the student-athlete has been released by

the treating physician or the athletic trainer.

9. Provide unconditional love, acceptance, and emotional support for my student-athlete, regardless of the game's outcome.

It is the policy of the Gadsden Independent School District Athletic Department that grievances should not be addressed during or immediately after any practice or athletic contest. If a situation arises where a parent or guardian wishes to meet with a coach or address a specific issue or complaint, the following steps should be followed: (1) request a meeting at school with the coach; (2) if the problem is unresolved, arrange an appointment with the school's athletic coordinator; (3) if the problem is still unresolved, contact the school's principal.

Appendix C

__________________________________________________________________________________________

               Parent or Guardian                     Date
Parent or Guardian
                 Date

I/we, the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the student-athlete, acknowledge that I/we have read the terms of this Parent/Guardian Code of Conduct. I/we agree to conduct myself 0urselves according to the terms of this Code of Conduct. I/we also understand and agree that, if my/our son or daughter CHOOSES to violate any of the terms of the Student-Athlete's Code of Conduct, his/her CURRENT or FUTURE participation in interscholastic athletics may be limited or terminated in addition to penalties or consequences that may result or be imposed for the violation under GISD district rules and policies or under civil or criminal laws.

Signature:                                  _____                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

GADSDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RULES AND TERMS OF ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION

We, the student-athlete and parent or guardian of the student-athlete, acknowledge that we have read and understand the terms, rules, and information presented in the attached documents:

1. 2. 3.

Conditions for Participation Information

Student-Athlete - Code of Conduct

Code of Conduct - Consequences

A. Tobacco Products, Alcohol, Drug Guidelines

B. Criminal Statues

Parent or Guardian - Code of Conduct

Acknowledgement of Rules and Terms of Athletic Participation Statement of Health and Well Being

Medical History and Physical Examination Information Emergency Information Card

4. 5. 6. 7. 8.

We acknowledge:

1. 2. 3.

Our family's primary residence address is, _____________________________________

This address is in _____________________
High School's attendance area; and,

The student-athlete lives with the parents or court appointed legal guardian at this primary residence address.

We acknowledge that we have a signed copy of these documents for future reference:

1.  Student-Athlete Code of Conduct 

2.  Code of Conduct - Consequences

A. Tobacco Products, Alcohol, Drug Guidelines 

B. B. Criminal Statues

3.  Parent or Guardian Code of Conduct

We agree that these rules and terms of athletic participation are important for the safety and well being of our student-athlete. We agree to abide by these rules and terms of athletic participation and to conduct ourselves accordingly.

Signed:  ________________
     ________
__________________              _______

Student-Athlete

Date

Parent or Guardian

Date

Appendix D

GADSDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTICT 

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 

STATEMENT OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL WELL BEING
STUDENT'S NAME:  _______________________ AGE: ______ DATE OF BIRTH: _______________

SCHOOL NAME:  ______________________
GRADE: ___
PLACE OF BIRTH: _____________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:  _______________________
SCHOOL LAST ATTENDED:  _____________

ADDRESS: ___________________
ZIP: ________
TELEPHONE NUMBER________________

.........................................................................………….......

The athletic staff of the Gadsden Independent School District has a deep concern for the health and well being of its athletes. We feel this form is essential for providing assurance to the athletes, parents, and the school that each individual is physically capable of playing athletics.

Therefore, it is of utmost importance that this form is completely filled out by both the student-athlete and parent or court appointed guardian and returned to the school. This is just one step in our aim to aid each athlete in achieving a successful academic and athletic

career in our school district. Parents assume full responsibility for notifying the school of any changes of information that may occur.

.........................................................................................


PERMISSION TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS  

                                                          has my permission to participate in interscholastic athletics in the Gadsden Independent School District under the supervision and responsibility of licensed coaches. I have familiarized myself with the benefits and limitations of the school district insurance program or my individual insurance program and will not hold the Gadsden Independent School District responsible for liability if an accident should occur. I assume all risks and hazards incidental to the conduct of the activities and transportation to and from such activities. I do hereby release, absolve, indemnify, and hold harmless the Gadsden Independent School District, the event organizers, sponsors, coaches, athletic trainers, and supervisors and or all of them.  In case of injury to my son or daughter, I hereby 
by waiver all claims against the organizers, sponsors, coaches, athletic trainers, and supervisors and or all of them.  Any information, when needed to determine athletic eligibility, shall be released to the New Mexico Activities Association.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INJURY RISKS

We, the student-athlete and parent or guardian, are aware that participation in interscholastic athletics involves risks of serious and permanent injury to the athlete. We understand and acknowledge the danger and risk of these severe injuries as inherent to the participation of interscholastic activities.

We, the student-athlete and parent or guardian, acknowledge that we have completely read, fully understand, and voluntarily accent and

agree to the above terms, conditions, and statements.

INSURANCE

Please check one:

__________
NO, I do not wish to purchase Student Accident & Athletic insurance, as I have other insurance that will  cover medical expenses as a result of any accidental injury incurred.

Name of Insurance Company ____________________________

Policy Number __________________________

__________
YES, I wish to purchase the Student & Athletic Insurance coverage and am remitting the proper payment.

.........................................................................................
We, the student-athlete and parent or guardian acknowledge and agree that we have read, understand, and will abide by the above stated conditions.

__________________

                                   





_
HOME PHONE

BUSINESS PHONE

STUDENT-ATHLETE SIGNATURE

 _______________                  DATE

__________________________________

PARENT or  GUARDIAN SIGNATURE

Appendix E

.........................................................................................






