
Non-Honors or Honors English 10 for The Joy Luck Club
Summer Reading Assignment – Hamilton High School
Selection:  

Choose one of the following:

Monster by Walter Dean Myers OR The  Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
Rationale:  
These works contain the elements of persuasive, expository, and narrative language and will serve as a bridge between the narrative and expository focus of Pre AP Honors English 9 and the literary analysis and persuasive expository focus of Pre AP Honors English 10 

Objectives:

To read and respond to the work in its entirety

To understand how a writer uses language to create message and meaning

Assignment:
Reading:  It is recommended that students purchase a copy of the book they have selected.  This will provide an opportunity for annotation and allow students to begin building their own libraries.

Writing:  Students will be required to respond to questions for the book they have selected.  Each book will have its own guiding questions to provide some support as they read

Specific Essay Instructions for answering essay questions

· MLA formatting

· Appropriate and relevant text citations and references

· 50-100 words, each response 

· Less than 10% summary—stick to analysis

· Upload to turnitin.com (as one document, upon return and registration in your new class)
Note:  The questions are designed to guide the reader through the entire novel, and the student should be prepared to discuss each question in a Socratic forum.  But, not all questions need written responses.  The student may choose to respond in writing to either the odd numbered questions or the even numbered questions.  
Guiding Questions: 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan

Part One
In order to fully understanding Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club, it is necessary to understand its structure.  The novel narrates the lives of four sets of mothers and daughters.  Tan presents the book in four sections, mixing the stories of the characters so that each member of each pair reveals the relationship from her own point of view.  Each of the four sections begins with a *parable that sets the tone and comments on the mother/daughter dilemma, demonstrating a mother or grandmother’s love.  There are four chapters in each of the sections.  The reader receives a look at the life of one pair in each of these chapters, which are written like short stories.  The narrator’s name is in the chapter title; the second part of the title *metaphorically indicates the subject.  For example, one chapter is “Lena St. Clair:  The Voice from the Wall.”

*Parable = a short story metaphorically designed to teach some truth, religious principle, or moral lesson.

*Metaphorically (Metaphor) = a figure of speech that is a term or phrase applied to an object or action that it does not literally mean in order to imply a resemblance; comparison between two unlike objects or actions without using like or as.  For example, he is a lion in battle.

Part I – Answer in complete sentences using textual support (examples from the text)
1. What is the Joy Luck Club?  When and where did it begin?  What made Jing-mei’s (June’s) mother think of creating the Joy Luck Club in China and again in America?

2. How does Lindo Jong criticize her daughter Waverly? What does she say to her about “keep(ing her) parents’ promise?  

Part II - Answer in complete sentences using textual support (examples from the text)
3. What kind of winning strategy did Waverly learn to follow?

4. How does Rose connect her experience with her current marital problems?  How does she perceive the difference between fate and faith?  How do her thoughts explain “Half and Half,” which is the title of the chapter?

Part III - Answer in complete sentences using textual support (examples from the text)
5. How does ice cream “break the ice” for mother, daughter, and husband?

6. What does Waverly eventually see about her mother, who is now an “old woman?” What does Waverly now understand about her mother’s hopes?

Part IV - Answer in complete sentences using textual support (examples from the text)
7. How did the mother come into her own and honor her animal sign – Tiger – the year in which she was born?  What, according to the mother, do the gold and the black of the tiger represent?

8. What are the “two faces” that the mother and daughter see in the mirror?  What “face” was apparent to the Chinese when the mother returned to China for a visit after forty years?  Was the mother happy or said about this?  Why?

Parts I – IV - Answer in complete sentences using textual support (examples from the text)
9. Consider the various factors contributing to the rift between each mother and daughter. How much of the miscommunication and misunderstanding is a result of cultural differences, and how much is the result of generational differences?  Explain using specific examples from text.  Include any other contributing factors as well.

10. Pick at least one mother-daughter pair, and examine to what degree each has fulfilled the American Dream.  How does the importance and / or definition of the American Dream change between generations?

11. Although much of the plot of each story revolves around men, The Joy Luck Club as a whole centers on the relationships between mothers and daughters.  How would the book differ if the Chinese characters were fathers and sons instead?  What do the characters find particularly female about their life experiences and points of view?

12. The universal values of family, harmony, humility, and obedience are examined in The Joy Luck Club.  Which of them are important in your culture? Explain how.  Is your understanding of these terms different than how the Chinese define and value them? Explain.

Assessment: 
A range (90-100%) – Essay answers indicate critical and close reading, thoughtful engagement and analysis. Very few if any grammatical or formatting errors are present.  Academic voice.  All directions are followed.  Writing Level 5/6 on AIMS rubric.

B range (80-89%) – Essay answers predominantly critical and close reading, and mostly thoughtful engagement and analysis. Some, although few, grammatical or formatting errors may be present.  Academic voice is evident.  All directions are followed.  Writing reaches a level of 5/6 on AIMS rubric.

C range (70-79%) – Essay answers indicate some critical and close reading and analysis, although understanding of the text may be tangential or superficial. Very few if any grammatical or formatting errors are present.  Academic voice.  All directions are followed. Writing reaches a level of 4/5 on AIMS rubric.

D or F – (0-69%) These responses are not acceptable for AP-level work.  It is unclear whether the book was read, or understood.  Multiple errors in grammar, voice and formatting may be present.  Writing reaches a level of 3/4 on AIMS rubric.

Due Date:
The short essay questions are DUE in class (hard copy) and
submission to turnitin.com the third week of school: Thursday / Friday, August 9 / 10, 2012

Connections:
Ongoing reference and instruction will be tied to these books throughout the year.  IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THE WORK IN ITS ENTIRETY.

Note:  
You are responsible for procuring a copy of the book. If you cannot buy one, it is available for check out from your English teacher or the public library.  We recommend you buy a copy if possible, as annotating is a helpful reading tool.  You might also use small post-it notes for annotating. 

A copy of this assignment is available on-line at the Hamilton website: http://ww2.chandler.k12.az.us/hhs
Questions?

(Please put “summer reading” in the subject line of your email)

Ms. Carr

carr.phyllis@cusd80
Ms. Goff

goff.maria@cusd80
Ms. Johannes

johannes.hilary@cusd80
Ms. Love

love.heather@cusd80.com

Ms. Russo

russo.angelica@cusd80
Ms. Sofre

sofre.cheryl@cusd80.com
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