
The Bronze Age: The 
Minoans and Mycenaeans

7th Grade World History 



The Minoans and Mycenaeans
*Preceded the Greeks in the Aegean Basin.



Prelude:  Minoan Civilization
3000 – 1100  BC

• Named after King Minos
– King of Crete (father was said to be Zeus)
– Minoans believed Zeus was born there

• Located on the island of Crete
• Palace located in capital of Knossos
• organized into a caste system:  Nobles, 

Merchants, Artisans, Bureaucrats, and 
Laborers



Minoan Civilization

• People spent a lot of time at sea.
• Traded goods: olive oil, pottery…etc.
• Needed other resources not available

on the island.



The Palace 
Then and Now



Sophisticated Palace Architecture

• A complete plumbing and drainage system
• Multi-level structure with complex layout of

rooms and passageways
• Below ground storage of grains, oils, and 

wines
• Beautiful frescoes
• No walls protecting Minos palace



Frescoes



Art

• Bull a significant element of Minoan life; 
bull leaping, maybe a sport or ritual.

• Males painted in red, sometimes in female
clothing

• Females in white



Art Examples



Decline of Civilization

• Around 1628 BCE, Volcanic Eruption
– Caused tidal wave, destroyed many 

settlements
• Culture was further weakened by 

Mycenaean attacks and eventual 
takeover in 1400 BCE



Beginnings: Mycenaean Civilization
1900—1100 BC



Mycenae



Mycenaeans

• Controlled mainland Greece and Crete.  
• Mycenaeans were war-like grouped into 

clans and tribes.
• Built fort-like cities in the Peloponnesus 

(southern Greece).
• Used Minoan writing system (Linear B) 

which was an early form of Greek writing.



The Fall of the Mycenaeans

• Around 1200 BCE earthquakes and 
warfare led to the destruction of most 
Mycenaean cities.



More Pictures of Mycenaean 
Culture



DAWN OF THE “DARK AGE”
• All Mycenean palaces destroyed

around 1250 BC 
– Except one at Athens
– Survivors moved to Attica or 

moved overseas
• Greece only contained 

10% of its former 
population by 1200 BC

– Trade network collapsed
– Art and culture lost

• Greece entered a period of 
severe economic, social, and 
technological decline
– Dark Age (1200-800 BC)


