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Dance Course Objectives and Policies

At the completion of this course, students will understand and master the skill of “technique” in the dance area for which they are taking this course.  Students will develop their audition and performance skills (in recital setting), and understand the “craft” of dance as a classical form.  Students will also gain an understanding of dance vocabulary and historical knowledge of these styles of dance.  

Although this is a performance class, it is standards driven and follows the state framework for dance as a college prepatory class.  This class has also augmented the standards by incorporating into the curriculum the Optimum Learning Expectations (OLES).  UHS OLES include: A Responsible Citizen, A Skillful Communicator, and a Problem Solver.  The OLES are posted in each individual classroom along with the individual components to remind students that learning is a process that addresses many aspects of the individual.     

Grading Policy

Participation, Presentation, and Behavior

40%

Written Tests and Quizzes




15%

Skills Tests






15%

Homework and Reports




15%

Final Exam






15%

Homework may include:

1. Critique of dance performances viewed in class.

2. Memorization of routines.

3. Memorization of basic dance terminology.

4. Journal notes and entries.

Absences:

· Excused absences may be made up within two weeks of the absence in cooperation with the instructor by making up a dance combination in the genre we have been studying.  Students will not be allowed to make up absences after the two-week grace period.  No more then 10 absences will be allowed to be made up per semester.

· This is a performance-based class; excessive absences will hurt your grade.  Five absences will lower the student’s grade one entire grade.

· Unexcused absences are counted as “No dresses,” cannot be made up, and will lower the student’s grade.

· This is a class, not an extracurricular activity.  Since it is a fine arts elective course, it is averaged in with your academic GPA.  Make sure parents know that pulling you out of dance class will lower your GPA.

Non-suits:
Two non-suits will lower the student’s grade one entire grade.  Students will not be allowed to do other homework while in class under this circumstance.  Poor planning for a test or homework assignment is not a reason to not dress.  To make up non-suits students must see an outside dance performance and write a critique based on the given format with ticket stub attached.  

Students can and have failed this course, mostly due to non-suits and absences.  This is a dance class.  If you don’t dance, you can’t pass.

Tardies:

Students who arrive at the dressing room after the bell rings will be marked tardy and not allowed to dress (Yes, this becomes a non-suit).  A normal class is 1.5 to 2 hours long.  Since we have so little time, being on time is of the essence.  If you arrive late and we must wait for you, you make the rest of us late, and we lose class time.  You have plenty of time to get to class if you do NOT do the following:   

--Stop to talk to friends.

--Stay to talk to a teacher (talk to them before class or leave a note).

--Keep your clothes somewhere other than with you.  You do not have time to get your clothes Mr. So and So’s classroom.  Do not ask to get your clothes from another location.

--Dress in the restrooms.  Campus rules ban you from dressing anywhere but our dressing room.

Independent Study:

Students unable to participate in class for an extended period of time will be assigned an independent study related to the area of dance for which they are taking the class.  The student and teacher will arrange this according to student choice.  The teacher will assign the time frame.  Failure to complete independent study can result in drastic decrease in grade and possible F in the course.  Teacher must be informed of the independent study well enough in advance. 

Health Requirements:

· If you are not feeling well one day, dress out anyway and let me know.  I will tell you to do what you can.  If it persists, you must see a doctor.  I cannot allow a student who complains of a pain or illness to continue in my class without a diagnosis.

· If you obtain a doctor’s note, it must be specific as to what is wrong, what you should avoid and why you should not dance.
· A parent’s note cannot substitute for a doctor’s note, if you are sick longer than a day you must see a doctor.  

· You may not sit out the class in the nurse’s office.  If you go to the nurse’s office, you go home and return with a doctor’s note.

· The school rules state clearly that you cannot miss school on the same day you participate in any school sporting event, competition, performance, or rehearsal.  If you are sick stay home and rest, but don’t come to the performance and expect to dance.

· Eat healthy.  Make sure you eat breakfast and lunch.  Do not fill up on sugary junk food and then lose energy in my class.  Make sure you drink plenty of water.

Classroom Rules and Procedures

Appropriate dance class etiquette will be followed at all times.

1. Students have the passing time plus an additional five minutes after the tardy bell to be dressed, ready and in class.

2. Appropriate dance attire must be worn, with appropriate shoes, and hair pulled back neatly in a ponytail out of your face.

3. Students must enter class quietly, find a spot on the floor, and begin stretching.

4. Voices are to be kept to a minimum, not to reach above a whisper.

5. During stretching or across the floor exercises students’ attention should be on the instructor, or those students going across the floor.  At no time may a student option out of the demonstrated warm-up or across the floor.  If a student is injured they must have a doctor’s note.

6. At the end of class students must wait for the instructor’s dismissal then clap in appreciation of the instructor and the other students’ hard work during class.  

7. These are new state of the art dance studios.  Any damage done my students they will be held liable for.  Classroom rules regarding the room and floors will be strictly enforced.  

Safety rules for dance class:

· No street shoes allowed on the dance room studio floor.

· No chewing gum during dance class. Saturday School will be assigned.
· No excessive jewelry (bracelets-dangling earrings, etc.)

· No backpacks are allowed in the classroom, they must be left in the dressing room.    The bags can cause injuries if students trip.  

· School rules state that cell phones and IPODs are to be turned off at all times during class.  We ask that they be left in the changing room. There is no need to have a phone while you are dancing.  I will take them and turn them in to the discipline office where parents must then pick them up.  

· No food or drinks other than bottled water are allowed in the dance studio at any time.  
Dance, as with any activity, has a possibility of injury.  If you follow the instructions of the teacher, these will be less likely to occur.  If you are injured during class let the instructor know immediately.  


Concert Requirements and Commitments

Concerts are an important portion of the dance coursework here at Upland High School.  Students spend the semester preparing for their concerts by developing their technique and honing their performance skills, however the culmination is in the concert itself.  The rehearsals and concerts are an important part of learning and developing the craft of dance.  

As stated in the financial commitment and fundraising, students will be required to have costumes for their two mandatory concerts a year.  The costumes are relatively simple and some portions are covered in the fundraising however; there are portions of costumes that will need to be purchased individually.  These will be items such as shoes, tights, or dance shorts.  Students will be told the first day what items their class may need for the show and what colors they may need.   For the concerts, leotards and jazz pants or shorts should be black, jazz shoes should be black for the Tech I classes, tan for the Tech II, ballet shoes should be pink, and tights may be black, nude or pink depending on the class.  Advanced Jazz tends to use nude and black jazz shoes and tights.  Students may use these for class but should take care of them so they do not fade or get holes for performance.  If a student would like to fundraise for additional items they may do so by making arrangements with Mrs. Tahajian, however these funds would be in addition to their stated financial goals.  

Important Dates 

Winter Dance Concert-

Tech. Rehearsal- Tuesday & Wednesday, December 13th & 14th (time TBA)

Dress Rehearsal- Thursday, December 15th (3:30- 10:00 p.m.)

Concert- Friday, December 16th (call time 6:00p.m.)
Spring Dance Concert-

Tech. Rehearsal- Tuesday and Wednesday, May 2nd and 3rd (time TBA)

Dress Rehearsal- Thursday, May 4th  (3:30-10:00p.m.)

Concert- Friday and Saturday, May 5th & 6th  (call time 6:00p.m.)

These are mandatory dates for the course.  Make sure you make arrangements now.  Family trips etc. will not be excused.  This is your final grade for the class. Missing any part of this will hurt your grade.  

I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the requirements and policies of the Upland High School Dance Department courses.  I agree to follow these policies at all times in order to have a safe and successful year. Failure to follow the department policies may result in dismissal from the class without any refund of monies donated or fundraised.

_________________________________

_____________________

Student Name





Date

_________________________________

_____________________

Student Signature




Period

I hereby certify that I have read and discussed with my student the requirements and policies of the Upland High School Dance Department courses.  I agree to assist and support my student in following these policies in order to have a safe and successful year.  Failure to follow the department policies may result in dismissal from the class without any refund of monies donated or fundraised.

_________________________________ 

_____________________

Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

_________________________________

_____________________

Parent/Guardian Name (printed)


Contact Phone Number

Parent Email Address for monthly reminders and notifications.

*School policy states that all money contributed or fundraised for the program is considered a donation and will not be refunded. 

Students are entitled to participate in all aspects of the program and related activities regardless of whether the student fundraises or makes a donation to support the program.  No student’s performance evaluation will be affected by a donation or a decision not to donate to the school.

My prep period is 6th period so I am often available during that time or you may reach me after school, or through email.  My email is available through school loop or � HYPERLINK "mailto:angelique_tahajian@upland.k12.ca.us" �angelique_tahajian@upland.k12.ca.us�.





School loop is updated approximately once a month with participation points.  Other assignments will be imputed as given but participation is often the strongest determiner of one’s grade.  If you have questions please contact me.











