





Whaf caused fhe plague?

The quesfion thaf you are probably thinking is
this;

Q: Who or whaf caused the Black
Death?

A: This is your answer!




How was fhe plague
fransmiffed?

We now know thaf the most common form of
the Black Death was the BUBONIC PLAGUE!
This disease was spread by fleas which lived

on the black raf. The fleas sucked fthe raf’s
blood which confained the plague germs.
When the raf died the fleas jumped on to

humans and passed on the deadly disease.




The Disease Cycle

Flea drinks rat blood Bacteria
that carries the multiply in
bacteria. flea's gut.

Human is infected!

|

Flea bites human and Flea's gut clogged
regurgitates blood with gl:mc‘rer'lgciJ
info human wound. .




pficemic Form:
afmosf 100% morfalify rafe.




A bubo (Greek boubdn, "groin") (plural form= buboes) is a swelling of the lymph nodes, found
in an infection such as bubonic plague. It usually appears under the armpit, in the groin or on
the neck. Many doctors believed that bursting them was the answer, although in the view of
modern medicine this treatment is useless or in fact harmful. There are reports of people using

hen feathers in order to burst lymph nodes. When lymph nodes are burst, the puncture site can
leave a patient at higher risk for dangerous infection.
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Medieval Arf & fhe Plague
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Medieval Art

An obsession
with :
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Boccaccio in The Decameron

The vicfims afe lunch with
their friends and dinner with
their ancesfors.
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Affernpts fo Sfop fhe Plague

“Leeching”

A Doctor's
Robe




Affernpts fo top the Plague

Flagellanti:

Self -inflicted “penance” for our sins!




Affernpfs fo Sfop fhe Plague

Pograms against the Jews

"Golden Circle”
obligatory badge




Cures?
* Medieval people did nof know about
germs causing disease. They did not

undersfand that plague was spread by
rafs and fleas. They thought thaf people’s

bodies were poisoned.

* If the swellings burst and the poison
came ouf people somefimes survived. If
seemed sensible fo draw ouf the poison.




Medieval cure number 1

The swellings should be soffened
with figs and cooked onions. The
onions should be mixed with yeast
and buffer. Then open the
swellings with a knife.




Medieval cure number 2

Take a live frog and putf ifs belly on
the plague sore. The frog will
swell up and bursf. Keep doing this
with further frogs unfil fhey sfop
bursfing. Some people say thaf a
dried foad will do the job beffer.




Death Triumphant !:
A Major Arfisfic Theme
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A Liffle Macabre Diffy
“A sickly season,” the merchant said,
“The fown I leff was filled with dead,
and everywhere these queer red flies
crawled upon the corpses’ eyes,

eafing fhem away.”

“Fair make you sick,”
“They crawled upon

he merchant said,

he wine and bread.

Pale priests with oil and books,
bulging eyes and crazy looks,
dropping like the flies.”




A Liffle Macapre Diffy (2)

“I had fo laugh,” the merchanf said,
“The docfors purged, and dosed, and bled;
“And proved fhrough solemn dispufafion
“The cause lay in some consfellafion.

“Then they began fo die.”

“First they sneezed,” the merchanf said,
“And then they furned the brighfest red,
Begged for wafer, then fell back.

With bulgmg eyes and facew‘umed black,




A Lifle Macebre Diffy (3)
“I came away,” the merchant said,
“You can’f do business wifth the dead.
“80 I've come here fo ply my frade.
“You'll find this fo be a fine brocade...”

And fhen he sneezed




The Morfalify Refe
85% - 70%

25,000,000 dead !!!




