Artist Trading Cards (ATCs)
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The History of Antist TRading Comds

Artist Trading Cards are individual
art miniatures which are traded hand
to hand. A Swiss artist by the name of
Vangi Stirnemann may have started the
ATC movement when he created 1200 ATCs
for an art exhibit in 1996. He in-
spired other artists to make their own
art on trading card-sized paper and
they all got together and traded their
artwork, which is how ATCs got
started.

Need to make ATCs? Make your own blank cards by using
paperboard boxes (cereal, tissue, other boxes), cardboard, old
greeting cards, manila folders (used ones work too!), cardstock,
posterboard, heavy scrapbook paper. Cover up anything you
don’t like with paint, paper or just collage over it.
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