Masterpiece: Autumn, 1573 
by Giuseppe Arcimboldo

[image: image1.png]



Pronounced: Gi-sep-ee 
Ar-cheem bowl-doh
Keywords:
portrait, texture, collage

Grade:
Special Education
Month:
November
Activity:
“You are what you Eat”



Collage Self Portrait
Meet the Artist:

· He was born in Italy in 1527 to an influential family. 
· In the beginning of his art career, he was paid to do numerous works in different types of mediums for the church. 

· Later in his career, he became a court portraitist and designer for many European Rulers. 

· His most famous works are a series of four profile portraits called “Seasons”.  These peculiar portraits were done using oil paints on canvas but he was able represent the objects in each piece with depth, texture and realism.  It could easily be a collage made up of pieces of paper.
· Although his work occurred over 400 years ago, many modern day artists have copied his style and imagination.  

· He died at the age of 66 after living a busy and full life. 
Discussion:  
· Show the students the other “Seasons” paintings under the LCD camera.  (See attached) Discuss how the artist arranged the natural materials of the Seasons to resemble the human face.  For example, in “Spring”, he uses flowers and vegetables that grow in the springtime and is portrayed on what looks like a woman.  In “Summer” the harvest is portrayed using the fruits, vegetables and grains of the season and the man appears to be healthy and the mood of the piece is upbeat.  In “Winter” the face is shown as an old and grotesquely wrinkled man whose skin is created out of a gnarled, decomposing tree.  
· What is a Portrait?  Before cameras were developed, many famous and wealthy people paid artists to paint them.  All of these paintings required the person to sit for many hours. These paintings typically showed the person or persons in a room or had them arranged in a natural setting.
· What is a collage?  Collage derives from the French “coller” meaning “glue”.  A collage is an assemblage of various mediums such as newspaper clippings, photographs, ribbons, colored or hand made papers, or other found objects; glued to a piece of paper or canvas to make a new picture.  For this activity, you will be arranging your favorite food pictures from magazines to look like you. 
Note to Art Guide:  To emphasize “texture” discussion, bring in examples of various fruits and vegetables for the kids to pass around and describe how it feels. Find unusual produce.
Possible Questions:

· Can you guess the name of this portrait?  Why do you think this is called “Autumn”?
· Does it look like you could feel the skins of the fruits and vegetables?

· Is this a man or woman?

· Does it look like a painting that is over 400 years old or a modern painting? 

· Do you think this painting was completed quickly or did it take a long time?  Why do you think so?

· Do you like it? Why? Why not?

· Do you think it is creative, playful, strange, crazy?

· Would you like a portrait made of you in this style?

Activity:
You are what you eat: A Self Portrait
Materials Needed:   9”x12” white construction paper, food magazines, scissors, pencils, glue stick.

Process:
1. Place all the supplies on their tables.

2. Have the students think about the types of food they love to eat and drink. Help them with examples of foods, brainstorm!  You may write some of these on the board.
3. With their pencils, have them lightly sketch a self portrait of their face.

4. They can then look through the magazines, cutting out pictures of their favorite food. Also have them cut out different letters for their first name and a possible title.
5. Have the students experiment with arranging the pictures within their facial sketch.  Ask them where they would place the food to depict their eyes, ears, nose, and hair? And overlapping the pictures to fit within the sketch is encouraged!
6. When they are satisfied with where they placed the pictures; glue in place. 

7. When done with the self portrait, have them use the letters to “sign” their name and give it a title. 
8. If time permits, let the student explain their self portrait within their groups.
Self Portrait of Guiseppe Acrimboldo 
and other paintings from the “Seasons” series.
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