AP3
Ceremony + The Tortilla Curtain  Essay

Assignment: Over the summer you were assigned to read two novels.  At first glance the two novels may seem to have little in common in terms of plot, setting, theme, and characters.  This first writing for the AP/PCC course requires that you dig below the surface of the novels and consider how the novels project out into the universal human experience.  Remember, as in all great writing you must reach a “so what.”  And just as a hint, your goal is not to prove that Dante’s and Aristotle’s theories are valid, but rather to show how a studied application of their tools for analysis may lead readers to a keener understanding and appreciation of literature.  Choose one of the following essays:

1. Write a thoughtful, well-constructed essay that applies Dante Aligheri’s four-fold theory of interpretation to your required summer reading of Leslie Marmon Silko’s novel Ceremony and TC Boyle’s novel The Tortilla Curtain.  Please use parenthetical notation to cite sources, including the novels, in the text of your essay.  
2. Write a thoughtful, well-constructed essay applying Aristotle’s theory for analyzing tragedy and fiction to Leslie Marmon Silko’s novel Ceremony and to TC Boyle’s novel The Tortilla Curtain. Please use parenthetical notation to cite sources, including the novel, in the text of your essay.  
*Each of these essays requires specific and frequent examples from the novels to support your ideas and to assure readers of your fluency with the novels.  Each essay may also require some outside research.  When writing the paper you are required to cite the sources using proper MLA form for in-text citations and to attach a works cited page.

**All suggestions and rules for AP writing will be strictly enforced, especially:


-pronoun-antecedent agreement and subject-verb agreement;

-shift in person;


-effective introduction with a clear thesis and a lovely “so what” conclusion;


-a clear topic sentence for each body paragraph;


-fluid lead-ins to quotes and examples.

***Sophisticated diction and varied, fluid syntax will be appropriately rewarded.

****Before beginning, get clear in your mind what strategy you will use to organize your essay.  Just a reminder, here are the major organizing strategies writers use: 


--narration/description


--definition


--cause and effect


--comparison and contrast


--process analysis


--division and classification


--exemplification

