

Brief Description of Course

The Advanced Placement Program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary deal critically with contemporary problems in the United States. The program also prepares students for college by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by typical college courses. Students will develop academic skills such as: 
 (1) making an assertion through effective writing techniques, (2) defending an assertion with specific, accurate, and relevant information from historical scholarship, and (3) anticipate counter-arguments using critical thinking and logic.  Critical thinking skills include:

· Drawing inferences from texts

· Solving complex problems with supporting evidence
· Analyzing conflicting source documents

· Primary documents

· Editorials/news articles

· textbook

The aforementioned skills not only better prepare students for the AP exam but also their future educational college and career goals.  

Required Materials

· Book:The American Pageant 12th Edition David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth Cohen, Thomas A. Bailey.  Lexington, Massachusetts: D.C. Heath and Company, 1971.
· 3-ring binder

· Pencil

· Lined paper

Additional Readings

· David M. Kennedy, Thomas A. Bailey. The American Spirit: United States History volumes I and II (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006)

· Charles C. Mann.  1491: New Revelations Of The Americas Before Columbus. (New York: Vintage Books, 2006).
· John Demos. Entertaining Satan: Witchcraft and the Culture of Early New England. (Oxford: University Press, 2004).
· John Demos. Remarkable Providences: Readings on Early American History. (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1991).
· Kenneth M. Stampp. The Peculiar Institution: Slavery in the Antebellum South. (New York: Vintage Books, 1989).

· Sean Wilentz.  Chants Democratic: New York City and the Rise of the American Working Class, 1788-1850.  (Oxford: University Press, 2004).

· Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. The Cycles of American History.  (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1999).

· Various articles and handouts provided by the instructor.

Course Purpose:  
This course has several purposes. First and foremost, students will learn how to think like a historian in regards to U.S. history. Secondly, students will meet the state and district curriculum requirements. Lastly, the course is intended to prepare students to excel on the AP U.S. History Exam. 

 
Course Organization and Expectations:
· Readings:  Students will be expected to complete readings prior to class (at least one chapter a week).  Students should be prepared to read 4-6 hours per week.

· Assignments:  All assignments are due on their assigned dates. Sloppy, cluttered, or inappropriately formatted assignments will not be accepted.  Late work will be penalized.  If a student is absent the day an assignment is due or exam taken it is the responsibility of the student to make up the work.  All students may redo major assignments so that mastery may be developed.  
· Essential Questions: Essential questions will be given at the beginning of each unit and are meant to direct students to the major themes of the units of study. Students should prepare a thesis statement and an essay outline for each question.

· Formal Projects:  In addition to daily course activities, students should be prepared to give individual and group presentations; examples include roundtable discussions, simulations, Socratic seminars, and pro se courts.
· Attendance:  Attendance in this class is essential.  Much of the opportunity for success is provided through group discussion, collaboration, inquiry, problem-solving, and lecture.  Missing class does not allow for the critical-thinking required in the aforementioned class environment.  In the case of an absence it is the responsibility of the student to learn what he/she missed by consulting with a trusted friend/study buddy, and getting the material he/she needs.  Some instructor’s notes and PowerPoints will be available to students on the Alhambra High School website.  If a student is absent on the day of a test it must be made-up within 3 days during the Instructor’s office hours. Students may fail the class for the semester in any course when reaching a total of 12 excused/unexcused absences after school-documented interventions have been exhausted. 
· Grading:  Each assignment is worth a designated number of points on a weighted scale.  The school district allows 60% of a student’s grade to be at the discretion of the teacher.  The weighted categories that comprise the 60% of a student’s grade in this class are:

· Classwork: 10%

· Homework: 10%

· Projects: 25%

· Quizzes: 25%

· Essays: 30%

·   The grading scale for the course is as follows:  A=90%-100%; B=80%-89%; C=70%-79%; D=60%-69% of the total points possible.  Weekly tests based on readings are graded on a curve.  
· Comprehensive Class Exam: At the end of the first semester, all students will take a semester final exam.  At the end of the second semester, all students, whether or not they have taken the AP Exam, will be required to take a comprehensive exam covering the entire year’s course.  Both exams are worth 40% of the grade each semester. 

· Advanced Placement Exam:  The AP Exam is given in May and registration takes place in February.  Although the exam is not required, it is highly recommended (college credit and/or advanced placement may be earned).  Strategy sessions for the AP Exam will be conducted after school on Mondays during the 4th quarter.  More information regarding the exam will be given throughout the course and can also be found at the following website: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
Note:  this syllabus can be amended at the discretion of the instructor.

The approximate amount of time spent in class for a particular historical period and the weight of questions on the final test for each period are detailed below.  

· 1491-1607… 5% - Students prepare for this time period with a summer assignment.
· 1607-1754… 10%

· 1754-1800…12%

· 1800-1848…10%

· 1844-1877…13%

· 1865-1914…13%

· 1890-1945…17%

· 1945-1989…15%

· 1980-present…5%

Although it is necessary to read every chapter in the American Pageant textbook it is not sufficient to merely memorize the facts.  Historical skills must be mastered in order to be a well-rounded historian and excel on the AP final exam.  The historical skills that will be mastered in this course are:
· Historical evidence

· Historical argumentation

· Causation

· Patterns of change/continuity

· Periodization

· Comparison

· Contextualization

· Synthesis
· Chronological reasoning and interpretation

Chapters will be grouped into major themes and with essential questions.  The historical themes upon which this course will focus are:

· Identity

· Work, exchange, and technology

· Peopling

· Politics and power

· America in the world*

· Environment and geography

· Ideas, beliefs, and culture

*There will be a heavy emphasis on this theme throughout the year.
CONTACT INFORMATION


e-mail: oglesby@phoenixunion.org
voice mail: (602) 764-6093
---------------------------------------cut here and return this section only to Mr. Oglesby-------------------------------------

Course Outline and Tentative Reading Assignment Sheet: 

The American Pageant & *The American Spirit

Unit 1

Founding the New Nation

1491 - 1783
Readings:  

Bailey textbook, Chapters 1-8; Bailey Reader, select primary documents; Mann, 1491.
Themes:

1. Evolving European conceptions of Native Americans in North and South America (Peopling). 

2. The emergence of American cultural traits and the factors that contributed to them (Identity/Ideas; Beliefs; Culture).

3. Emerging regional patterns and how they evolved (Environment and Geography).

4. Colonists reevaluate their relationship with Great Britain and with each other (America in the World).

5. The American Revolution as a conservative or a radical movement (Politics and Power).

6. The American Revolution’s place in world development of the time period (America in the World).

Content:

· Motives and methods of colonization: Spain, France, Britain

· Push-pull factors bringing colonists to the New World

· Comparison and contrast Southern, middle, and New England political, economic, social, and religious patterns

· Cultural differences between Americans and Europeans

· Mercantilism – costs and benefits for Britain and colonies

· British policy changes, post-1763

· Emerging colonial cooperation and decision for independence

· Military victory and terms of the Treaty of Paris

Major Assignments:

The Trial of Lydia Gilbert.
Essential Questions:

What happens when cultures collide? (chapters 1-4)
To what extent were the American colonies a democracy? (chapters 5-7)
To what degree was Great Britain unfair to the colonists?  (chapters 7-8)
I. Week 1:What happens when cultures collide?

Chapter 1:  New World Beginnings 33,000 B.C. to A.D. 1769

 Chapter 2:  The Planting of English America 1500-1733 

Mon

Geography activity (build a world map with no tools).  Discuss & collect summer assignment.
Tues
Compare visual depictions of Indians and Europeans through paintings and sculptures (Bailey textbook pgs. 11-12; Bailey Reader pg. 1-2; Norton Simon Museum; Mann text, 1491).  Short lecture: Culture clashes in Jamestown and the Southern colonies.
Wed
Compare Sepulveda and De Las Casas literary accounts of Indians (Bailey Reader pgs. 3-6; Mann text, 1491).  How to read a primary document (APPARTS) – Native populations.
Thu
Identify the mingling of cultures in the early colonies (Bailey textbook pgs. 25-42; Governor Berkeley Report, Reader, pg. 32)
Fri

Comparing the colonies graphic organizer; Chapters 1 & 2 quiz
II. Week 2: What happens when cultures collide?
Chapter 3:  Settling the Northern Colonies 1619-1700

Mon
Short lecture: motives and incentives for American colonization (pgs. 43-46; Makers of America, pgs. 50-51).  U.S. map quiz    
Tues
The Puritan religious and social order (46-48).  The Trial of Lydia Gilbert evidence. 
Wed
Developing the principles of American government (46-55).  
Thu
Contrasting the New England and Middle Colonies – which was more “American”? (pgs.48-62)  
Indian/White interactions (textbook pgs. 49-52; 60) 
Fri
Comparing attempts at religious conversions: American Southwest and New England.  Chapter 3 quiz 
III. Week 3: What happens when cultures collide?
Chapter 4:  American Life in the Seventeenth Century1607-1692


Mon
Southern society and Bacon’s Rebellion

Tues
*Slavery in the Colonial Era

Wed
Salem Witch Trials & the trial of Lydia Gilbert preparation.

Thu
The Trial of Lydia Gilbert 
Fri
The Trial of Lydia Gilbert.  Chapter 4 quiz
IV. Week 4: To what extent were the American colonies a democracy?
Chapter 5:  Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution 1700-1775

Chapter 6:  The Duel for North America 1608-1763


Mon
The social structure of colonial society
Tues 
Government and politics: graphic organizer of the types of colonial governments.


Wed
Pgs. 112-121; *The Great Awakening

Thu
The impact of global struggles on Colonial identity and mercantilist tensions. 
Fri
Consequences of the Seven Years’ War.

Free Response thesis statement practice: Colonial America: communities of conflict or consensus?  Chapters 5 and 6 quiz
V. Week 5: To what degree was Great Britain unfair to the colonists?

    Chapter 7:  The Road to Revolution 1763-1775

Chapter 8:  America Secedes from the Empire 1775-1783


Mon
Labor Day: No school.

Tues
Ideological origins of the American Revolution 

Wed
Issues of conflict 


Thu
*The Formal Break with Britain.  Battles and war.

Fri
Socratic seminar: causes of the American Revolution.

Chapters 7 and 8 take-home quiz
Unit 2

Building the New Nation

1776-1860

Readings:

Text, Bailey and Kennedy, Chapters 9-15

Themes: 

1. Impact of colonial experience on post-independence government.

2. Development of the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

3. The emergence of political parties and the factors that divided them.

4. The development of sectional specialization and interdependence.

5. The conflict between national power and states’ rights.

6. The peaceful transfer of power from one party to another.

7. The emergence of the second American party system.

8. The emergence of the “Common Man” in American politics.

9. Geographical and economic expansion.

10. Reform movements and the American character.

Content: 

· Government under the Articles of Confederation-Successes and failures
· Constitutional Convention: personalities, compromises, controversies, and ratification
· Hamilton v. Jefferson
· British-French conflict and its impact on American politics: trade, diplomacy, Alien and Sedition Acts
· Jefferson’s “Revolution of 1800”
· Changes in Party Positions
· Louisiana Purchase
· Diplomatic Problems
· War of 1812: Causes, Conduct, Consequences
· Era of Good Feelings
· Rise of Nationalism
· Diplomatic Achievements
· Marshall Court rulings and precedents
· Monroe Doctrine
· Election of 1824 and the founding of Jackson’s Democratic Party
· Jackson’s Administration: Spoils system, Nullification, Bank War, Cherokee Removal
· Manifest Destiny and the War with Mexico
· Immigration; social, political, and economic developments; and reform movements, 1820-1850
Major Assignments:

Thomas Jefferson Press Conference: In groups of 4 students will hold a press conference and answer questions from the class on the following topics: Elections of 1800 and 1804; Louisiana Purchase and Lewis and Clark; Judiciary Act, Alien and Sedition Acts, Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions; Economic Policy; Foreign Affairs; Personal Matters-slavery; Aaron Burr; Legacy

Essential Question:

Historians have traditionally labeled the period after the War of 1812 the “Era of good feelings.” Evaluate the accuracy of this label considering the emergence of nationalism and sectionalism.

To what extent were the Founding Fathers democratic reformers? 
VI. Week 6: To what extent were the Founding Fathers democratic reformers?

Chapter 9:  The Confederation and the Constitution 1776-1790


Mon


Tues 
Exam 2:  Chapters 5-8 (DBQ Essay – 80 points)

Wed
Pgs. 164-177


Thu
Pgs. 177-189; *The Shock of Shays’ Rebellion

Fri

Week 7: How do you transfer political power?

Chapter 10:  Launching the New Ship of State 1789-1800

Chapter 11:  The Triumphs and Travails of the Jeffersonian Republic 1800-1812


Mon
Pgs. 190-199

Tues
Pgs. 200-210

Wed
Pgs. 211-222


Thu
Pgs. *The Louisiana Purchase


Fri
Pgs. 222—232
Week 8


Mon
Fall Recess


Tues


Wed
Exam 3: Chapters 9-11 (Multiple Choice –160 points)


Thu
*John Marshall and the Supreme Ct (NOT MONROE DOCTRINE)

Fri
Pgs.  233-243
Week 9: What is a strong president?

Chapter 12:  The Second War for Independence and the Upsurge of Nationalism 

Chapter 13:  The Rise of a Mass Democracy 1824-1840


Mon
Pgs. 243-255 

Tues
Pgs. 256-265

 


Wed
Pgs. 265-272


 


Thu
Transplanting the Tribes 

Fri
Pgs. 272-286



Week 10: What is economic growth?

Chapter 14:  Forging the National Economy 1790-1860


Mon
Pgs. 287-301 




Tues 
Pgs. 302-319

Wed
Pgs. 302-319 


Thu


Fri
ASSIGN NEW AMERICAN SPIRIT GROUPS

Week 11: How does one bring about change?

Chapter 15:  The Ferment of Reform and Culture 1790-1860


Mon


Tues 
Pgs. 320-332  (stop at wilderness Utopias)


Wed



Thu
Pgs. 332-347

Fri


Unit 3

Testing the New Nation

1820-1877

Readings:

Text, Chapters 16-22

Themes:

1. Sectionalism 

2. Slavery and causes of the Civil War

3. Secession and war

4. Reconstruction issues and plans

5. The struggle for equality

Content:

· Slavery as a social and economic institution
· The politics of slavery: Missouri Compromise; Abolitionists; Compromise of 1850; Kansas-Nebraska Act and Bleeding Kansas; Dred Scott Decision; Lincoln-Douglas Debates
· John Brown’s raid
· Election of 1860
· Military strategies, strengths and weaknesses, events and outcomes
· The home front, North and South: mobilizing manpower; finances; public opinion; social; economic; and political impact of war
· Presidential v. congressional Reconstruction plans and actions
· Economic development: The New South?
· 1877 Compromise and Home Rule
· Booker T. Washington’s and W.E.B. Du Bois’s leadership styles and programs
Major Assignments:

The War Between the States: A Civil War Photo Journal Project: Students will be divided into two groups – one group will search for photographs depicting the Confederacy and the other group the Union. Each person will choose a minimum of 4 topics to research. 

Essential Question:

In the early nineteenth century, Americans sought to resolve their political disputes through compromise, yet by 1860 this no longer seemed possible.  Analyze the reasons for this change.

Week 12: How do you resolve political differences?

Chapter 16:  The South and the Slavery Controversy 1793-1860


Mon



Tues 
Review

 


Wed
Exam 4 (DBQ ESSAY-80 points) Pgs. 348-359 (*68)

Thu
The Abolitionist Crusade (*69)
Fri
Pgs. 359-370 (*70)

Week 13: What is an ideal? How does an ideal determine national culture?

Chapter 17:  Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy 1841-1848

Mon
Pgs. 371-380 


Tues
Pgs. 381-389



Wed 
*Opposition to the War
 

Thu






Fri
Veterans Day
Week 14: How do you resolve political differences?

Chapter 18:  Renewing the Sectional Struggle 1848-1854

Mon
 

Tues
Pgs. 390-398 (Balancing the Compromise Scales)




Wed
Pgs. 398-408





Thu
*The Debate over the Kansas-Nebraska Bill
Fri
Pgs. 409-421

Week 15

Chapter 19:  Drifting Toward Disunion 1854-1861

Test

Mon
Pgs. 421-433

 

Tues




Wed
Test: Essay Lincoln Douglas Debate/DBQ or MC 

Thu
Thanksgiving Recess
Fri
Thanksgiving Recess
Week 16

Chapter 20 Girding for War: The North and the South 1861-1865

Mon
Pgs. 434-443






Tues







Wed
Pgs. 443-452





Thu
*Abraham Lincoln Defines the Purposes of the War

Fri







Week 17: Are there winners in a war?

Chapter 21 The Furnace of Civil War 1861-1865


Mon
Pgs. 453-463




Tues



Wed
Pgs. 464-478



Thu
*Lincoln’s Reelection and Assassination

 Fri





 

Week 18: How do you rebuild a country after a conflict?

Chapter 22 The Ordeal of Reconstruction

Mon
Pgs. 479-487





Tues





Wed
Pgs. 488-501




Thu
*The Ku Klux Klan’s Reign of Terror
Fri







Week 19

Finals:  Units 1-4

Mon
Review

Tues
Review

Wed
FINALS!!! Comprehensive Exam (Semester 1)
Thu
FINALS!!! 
Fri

Spring Semester Course Outline and

Tentative Reading Assignment Sheet: The American Pageant &
*The American Spirit

Unit 4

Forging an Industrial Society 1865-1909

Readings:

Text, Chapters 23-27

Themes:

1. Political alignment and corruption in the Gilded Age. 

2. Role of government in economic growth and regulation.
3. Social, economic, and political impact of industrialization.
4. Inflation/Deflation-Role of government in the economy.
5. Role and effectiveness of third parties.
6. Immigration and urbanization.
7. Patrician reformers.
8. Bryan and Wilson: “Jeffersonian goals in Hamiltonian form” (Conflict and Consensus).
9. Teddy Roosevelt/Taft/Wilson: Conservatives as Progressives (reform to preserve)
Content:

· Gilded Age politics: party alignment; political corruption and reform
· Industrial growth
· Government support and actions
· Business tycoons: methods, accomplishments, philosophies
· Rise of organized labor 
· Changing conditions
· Unions, leaders, methods, successes and failures
· Agrarian Revolt: Post-war problems; Attempts to organize; Election of 1896
· Immigration and urbanization in the late 19th century
· Social and cultural developments of the late 19th century
· Urban middle class reformers lead a call for change: Muckrakers; Women’s issues and roles; Political Corruption and reforms; Consumer and environmental protection; Business and labor issues
· Teddy Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson administrations respond to Progressive movement 
Major Assignments:

None

Essential Question:

How successful was organized labor in improving the position of workers in the period from 1875 to 1900? Analyze the factors that contributed to the level of success achieved.

VII. Week 1

Chapter 23: Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age 1869-1896

Mon

Pgs. 502-515
Third Quarter Begins 

Tue

Wed
Pgs. 516-529

Thu

Fri

Pgs. 530-543

VIII. Week 2

Chapter 24:  Industry Comes of Age 1865-1900

Mon


Tue
Pgs. 544- 557 

Wed


Thu
 

Fri

Pgs. 558-575

IX. Week 3

Chapter 25:  America Moves to the City 1865-1900

Mon
Pgs. 576-593

Tue
K-12 Early Release 11 am
Wed
Pgs. 626-640 
Thu

Fri

Pgs. 640-653

X. Week 4

*Chapter 26: The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution

Chapter 27:  Empire and Expansion 1890-1909

Mon


Tue 
Review
Wed
Exam 1 Part I: Chapters 23-27 (Multiple Choice – 160 points)
Thu

Exam 1 Part II: Chapters 23-27 (DBQ Essay – 80 points)
Fri

656-667

*You will be responsible for reading and outlining chapter 26 as homework. You may due the assignment at any time, however it will be collected the day we return from Spring Break. (60 points)  

Unit 5

Struggling for Justice at Home and Abroad

1901-1945
Readings:

Text, chapters 28-35

Themes:

1. The changing role of the U.S. in world affairs –from isolationism to world power.

2. U.S. motives in World War I and post-war agreements.

3. Presidential and congressional roles in policy management.

4. Post-World war I compared to post-Civil war nativism, laissez-faire, labor government, farmers, and attitudes toward reform.

5. U.S. pursuit of “advantages without responsibilities.”

6. Administration policy of “nullification by administration.”

7. Cultural conflicts: native vs. foreign; rural vs. urban

8. Revolution in manners and morals

9. The role of government in society and the economy.

10. Political realignment

11. Human suffering and response to the Great Depression

Content:

· Reasons for new interest in world affairs
· Spanish-American War: Cuban situation and U.S. reaction; Military preparedness and action; Treaty provisions; Philippine annexation-debate and results
· Open Door Policy, Teddy Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” Diplomacy: Roosevelt Corollary and applications; Panama intervention and canal building; Nobel Peace Prize
· Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy
· Wilson’s “Moral” or “Missionary” Diplomacy: Relations with Panama, Mexico, Haiti, Philippines; Neutrality, 1914-1917; World War I as a war to “make the world safe for democracy”
· Various interpretations of U.S. motives in World War I
· World War I at home: Economic impact; harassment of German Americans; Women and minorities; Espionage and Sedition Acts; Business and Labor relations; Creel Committee-war propaganda
· Treaty negotiations and Senate rejection of Versailles Treaty
· The 1920s: Post-war recession and agricultural problems; intolerance; KKK; Immigration restriction; Sacco and Vanzetti
· Prohibition and Organized Crime
· Jazz Age culture, Youth Rebellion, Literature of Disillusionment
· Business growth and consolidation, credit, advertising
· Harding, Coolidge, Hoover administrations: scandals; Trickle-Down Economics; “Business of America is Business”; Boom and Bust in the Stock Market; Foreign Policy
· The 1930s: Hoover’s v. Roosevelt’s approaches to the Depression
· New Deal Legislation-Effectiveness and Criticisms
· Supreme Court Reactions and Court Packing Plan
· Dust Bowl and Demographic Shifts
· Extremists alternatives: Coughlin, Long, Townsend
· Political Party Alignment-the new Democratic Coalition
· Impact of the Great Depression on various population groups
Major Assignments:

The Roaring Twenties: Creating a National Culture - A Walking Museum Exhibit: Students will create a visual collage on a big sheet of construction paper using pictures, diagrams, etc., related to their topics.

Essential Question:

Analyze the responses of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration to the problems of the Great Depression. How effective were these responses? How did they change the role of the federal government?

XI. Week 5

Chapter 28 Progressivism and the Republican Roosevelt 1901-1912

Mon
American Spirit Reading
Tue

668-678
Wed 

Thu

679-687
Fri


XII. Week 6

Chapter 29 Wilsonian Progressivism at Home and Abroad 1912-1916

Chapter 30 The War to End War 1917-1918

 Mon
687-695

 Tue


 Wed
696-707

 Thu
American Spirit Reading
 Fri
708-719


Week 7

Chapter 31 American Life in the “Roaring Twenties” 1919-1929


 Mon      President’s Day Recess

 Tue
   

 Wed
720-732

 Thu


 Fri
733-745

Week 8

Chapter 32 The Politics of Boom and Bust 1920-1932

Mon
Review

Tue 
Exam 2: Chapters 28-31 (Multiple Choice – 160 points) 746-758




AIMS Writing
Wed 
AIMS Reading
Thu

Fri 

Spring Pep Assembly
Week 9

Chapter 33 The Great Depression and the New Deal 1933-1939

Mon

759-769

Tue 

770-784
K-12 Early Release – 11:00 am
Wed

American Spirit Reading
Thu

785-799

Fri



Week 10

Chapter 34 Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Shadow of War 1933-1941

Mon
800-810



Tue
American Spirit Reading
Wed
812-820

Thu
821-834

Fri 


3rd Quarter Closes
Week 11

Chapter 35 America in World War II 1941-1945


Mon 
     835-849

4th Quarter Begins
Tue


Wed
Review

Thu


Fri

Exam 3: Chapters 32-35 (DBQ Essay - 80 points)
Week 12

Chapter 26: The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution

Pgs. 594-625: Outline (60 points) 

-27 Tue 
Spring Break
Wed 
Spring Break
Thu 
Spring Break
Fri 

Spring Break
Unit 6

Making Modern America1945 to the Present
Readings:

Text, Chapters 36-41

Themes:

1. Comparison of Wilson and Roosevelt as neutrals, wartime leaders, Allied partners, post-war planners.

2. U.S. adopts new role as peacetime leader in post-war world.

3. Home front conduct during WWI and WWII.

4. Continued impact of New Deal on government’s role in society.

5. Struggle for civil liberties and civil rights.

6. Checks and balances at work in American politics.

7. A cycle of freezes and thaws in East-West relations.

8. The “Vietnam Syndrome” in post-war foreign policy.

9. Human Rights vs. strategic self-interest in policy formulation.

10. Interrelationship of foreign policy and economic stability.

Content:

· U.S. response to aggression-neutrality legislation, lend-Lease Act
· Pearl Harbor and U.S. Response
· Military Strategy: Germany First; Second Front Debate; Island Hopping; Atomic Bomb
· Home Front: Relocation of Japanese Americans; Women and Minorities in the Workplace; Demographic Impact
· Wartime Diplomacy and Cooperation: Atlantic Charter (Compare to Fourteen Points); Wartime Conferences; United Nations Founding and participation
· Splintering of Wartime Alliance and Adoption of Containment: Berlin and German Division; Truman Doctrine; Marshall Plan; NATO: Korea
· Truman’s administration: Fair Deal; GI Bill of Rights; Taft-Hartley Act; 22nd Amendment; 1948 Election; Loyalty Program
· Eisenhower’s Administration: McCarthyism; Modern Republicanism; Highway construction; Brown v. Board of education of Topeka; Warren Court 
· Kennedy/Johnson administrations: Civil Rights Movement: Popular and government response; War on Poverty and Great Society programs
· Counterculture and anti-establishment movements
· Eisenhower
· Liberation, not containment: John Foster Dulles; Massive Retaliation
· Asia policies: Korea; Southeast Asia – Geneva Accords and aid to S. Vietnam
· Peaceful Coexistence-Khrushchev’s visit
· U-2 Incident
· Kennedy: flexible Response; Aid for social and economic development; Peace Corps; Alliance for Progress; Southeast Asia military and economic aid
· Bay of Pigs and Cuban Missile Crisis
· Johnson: Vietnam War
· Nixon/Ford: Vietnamization; Nixon Doctrine; China Card; Détente
· Carter: Human rights policies; Camp David Accords; Panama Canal Treaties; SALT II, Afghanistan, and Olympic boycott; Iran Revolution and hostage crisis
· Reagan: “The Evil Empire”; Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI); End of the Cold War
Major Assignments:

The American President: In groups of 5 you will research specific topics on one of the following presidents: Nixon, Carter, Reagan, Bush (Sr.), Clinton, or Bush (Jr.).

Essential Question:

What were the Cold War fears of the American people in the aftermath of the Second World War? How successfully did the administration of President Dwight D. Eisenhower address these fears?

Week 13

Chapter 36 The Cold War Begins 1945-1952

Mon

850-862 (Q’s 1-15)

Tue

863-881 (Q’s 16-32)

Wed


Thu


Fri 

Spring Recess

Week 14

Chapter 37 The Eisenhower Era 1952-1960

Mon

882-894

Tue
American Spirit Reading 

Wed
AIMS 895-908

Thu
AIMS 895-908

Fri


Week 15

Chapter 38 The Stormy Sixties 1960-1968

Chapter 39 The Stalemated Seventies 1968-1980

Mon
909-923 Review #1: Practice Test 1: Continuity and Change in American History
Tue


Wed
924-937

Thu
American Spirit Reading
Fri

938-952

Week 16

Chapter 40 The Resurgence of Conservatism 1980-1992

Mon
Review #2: Review Practice Test 1; Turning Points in American History


Tue 
     953-965 K-12 Early Release – 11:00 am
Wed


Thu


Fri

966-977

Week 17

Chapter 41 America Confronts the Post-Cold War Era 1992-2004

*Chapter 42 The American People Face a New Century

Mon
Review #3: Practice Test 2; Remember Your Ps and Qs—Presidential Promises and Quotable Quotations

Tue

978-988

Wed

989-999
Thu

1000-1010

Fri



Week 18

Mon 
REVIEW IN CLASS: Points of Conflict—The Focus of History

AFTER SCHOOL: Review #4: Review Practice Test 2; Our Inheritance—A Legacy of Reform

Tue

REVIEW IN CLASS: The Confidence Builder—Tackling the Essay
Wed

IN CLASS: PRACTICE TEST #3
Thu
REVIEW: PRACTICE TEST #3
Fri

AP TEST 8:00am

Week 19

Mon
The Fog of War *Chapter 42: pages 1011-1034

Tue
The Fog of War

Wed
The Fog of War

Thu 
Senior Exams – Per. 1,3,7
Fri 

Senior Exams – Per. 2,4,6

Week 20

Mon
Guns, Germs, and Steele

Tue
Guns, Germs, and Steele

Wed 
Final Exams – Early Release
Thu 
Final Exams – Early Release-Graduation-7: 30
Fri 

Teacher Workday
AP U.S. History         2012-2013





Syllabus: Advanced Placement Program for United States History





Teacher- Mr. Oglesby








Room – 4013





I hereby acknowledge that I have thoroughly read and comprehend the aforementioned material in this syllabus.  Furthermore, I have discussed the expectations of this course with my parent(s) and/or guardian(s) and they understand the expectations in this course. 





Print student name__________________________________________  Date ____________





Student signature ____________________________________________________________





Parent signature _____________________________________________________________











