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Temecula Valley High School

AP Chemistry Syllabus

Mr. Turay

Course Description

AP Chemistry is a second year chemistry course, and is meant to be the equivalent of a first year Chemistry course in college.  AP Chemistry is a closer investigation of the concepts that students learned in your first year of Chemistry.  The course work follows the recommendation of the College Board for AP Chemistry.  

Additional class time outside of normal class hours will occasionally be required for completion of laboratory experiments, review sessions, problem solving sessions, and AP Test practice sessions.  Laboratory experiments are conducted weekly.  Homework will be assigned every day.  The College Board states that “Students in an AP Chemistry course should spend at least five hours a week in individual study outside of the classroom”.  Homework will be assigned during breaks.
General Information

Students should expect to have 5 nights of homework per week with a test at the end of each unit.  Good attendance and use of student materials brought to class daily should result in excellent performance by the student.  A scientific calculator, lined paper and a 3-ring notebook are required for each student. Chemistry is an exploratory science class; the student is expected to learn scientific theory by experimentation and hypothesis formation. 

Class Behavior

Class Rules

· Be seated and working on your warm-up when the tardy bell rings.

· No Eating, Drinking (anything) or Chewing Gum.

· Respect your peers, yourself, and me at all times.

· Never perform unsupervised or unauthorized experiments in the lab.

· No electronic devices (except calculators) are allowed in class.

Expectations      Students are expected to:

· Act maturely at all times

· Bring needed materials to class everyday (calculator, pencil, notebook, etc.)

· Participate in all classroom activities

· Have an answer to every question, even if it is not the correct answer.

Discipline Plan

· First offence – verbal warning
· Second offence – verbal warning
· Third offence – student/ teacher conference (the talk) and a short paper (2-3 typed pages) about appropriate classroom behavior

· Fourth offence - parent contact and/or referral to discipline office.
***I reserve the right to skip any steps based on the severity of the behavior***
Rewards
· Verbal & written praise        

· Positive parent contact

· Special projects & activities

Grading Policy

Make-Up Work:

Work may be made up after an excused absence only.  Students have the same number of days to make up the work, as they were absent.  For example, if the student missed 2 days they have 2 days to make up work.  This includes tests and quizzes.  Other late work will not be accepted.  Assignments due during an unexcused absence will not be accepted.    If you know you will be absent make arrangements prior to your absence with your instructor. It is important to attend class regularly and on time to succeed.  It is the student’s responsibility to get the information and work that they missed.  See the student handbook for additional rules regarding grading. 
Lab experiments take time to set up and to perform, therefore if you are absent for a lab you may not be able to make it up.  If it is an excused absence “dry lab” data may be made available so that you can complete the laboratory, or an alternative assignment may be given.
Grade breakdown:

A:  100% - 85%
B:  84% - 70%

C:  69% - 55% 
F:  54% and below
Homework:  Homework will be assigned five nights a week but will not be collected unless otherwise noted.  Homework will account for 0% of the final grade.  
Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each unit.  Tests will be broken into two sections, just like the AP test.  The multiple choice and the free respomse sections of the tests will each account for 25% of the final grade. Tests will account for 50% of the final grade.
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given daily and will test the material covered in the homework for the previous day.  Quizzes will account for 20% of the final grade.   

Projects/Labs:  Laboratory work will be done weekly.  Labs will be written in pen and follow standard laboratory report format. Projects will be done as often as time permits.  Projects and laboratories will account for 20% of the final grade.  

Final Exam:  Given at the end of each semester, final exams will be cumulative for the entire year and will account for 10% of the final grade.  


