Zheng He DBQ Documents Stations Activity-31 points

Directions: Move into groups. You will have 15 minutes to complete each station.
At each station, analyze the documents and answer the questions as a group. Be
sure to write the name of everyone in your group down on the paper. Answer in
complete sentences.

Should We Celebrate the
Voyages of Zheng He?
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Overview: More than 60 vears before the voyages of Christopher Columbus, a Chinese admiral by
the name of Zheng He (“jeng-heh™) sailed the western seas from China to the east coast of Affica

and other points 1 the Indian Ocean. The size of his treasure ships and the number of boats 1n his
fleet were breathtaking. The distances he sailed were greater than any recorded before that time.
Despite this, the vovages of Zheng He were barely known to the world until recent vears.

This Mini-Q asks if he deserves better.
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Should We Celebrate the Voyages of Zheng He?

In 1381, a ten-vear-old boy from Yunan
Province in southwestern China watched his
father die zt the hands of the Aing Dynazty's
mvading army and was then taken prisoner. Tha
by, named Mz He, was casfrated and forced to
join the thouzands of ennuwehs whe made up the
sovernmental and housaheld staffs of the roval
famaly.

Az a young man, Ma guickly rose through
the ranks of the milftary and became a trusted
advizer of the emparor, -
To recognize Ma's
lovalty, Emperor Yongla
ezve him wezlth, powar
and a noble new name:

Zhens He (jans-hah™)

The emperor zlsa
gave him a hnge tazk. In
July of 1405, Zhens He
racerved orderz to lead
a fleet of ships dowmn
the coast of Chinz, then
acros: the ocsan to In-
dia. It was to be the first
of seven such vovages.
For the next 218 vears, '
Zhengs He crizzcroszed

during the zeven vovages did Zhens He's flaet
encountsr serlons armed resistance—once from
pirates.

Diezpite thess slones, Thens He's story
ends with obscurnity. Mot long after both Fheng
Hea and Emperer Yensle disd, Chinese officials
dizmantled tha fleet and dastroved the records
of the seven vovages. Une explanaton 1s that
building and maintainins the fleat whils fight-
g costly wars against the Vietnamezz and the

Mongols had bankrupted the
hling trezzury. Also, there
was strong feeling by zome
in sovernment that China did
not need frade and diplomatic
contact with the world, Zhens
He's expedifions, they con-
cloded, were a big mistake.

Howr daffarent was this
from Spain’s behavior 60
wearz later after the four
vovages of Chnstopher
Columbuz. Seeing the chance
for trade and trezzure, Spanizh
ships began to pour o the
| Amenca:. Europezan colonial-
= | izm zeon followed. Colum-

&

the Pacific and Indian

g Trerme Fle ofber recingend pramals s inb e
oceans =t the helm of the largssf e

ships the world has ever known.

Emperor Yonsle had several reazons for
zending Zhengz He on this epic mzsion. He
wanted to explore new lands and astablizh new
trade relaticnshaps. The empercor also had a
strong desire to show the world the sreatness of
both China and haself What better way to-do
this than to appear cn the honzon with hundreds
of gigantic ship:, thousands of zoldiers, bundlas
of Chinsze silk, and the promiza of friendship”
To zvord military conflict, loczl leaders topi-
cally responded by offering tribute i the form
of gifiz and zending emizzaries to pay their
rezpects to the emperor. On only three cccasions

Describe Zheng He’s childhood?

buz may not have discoverad

Amernica, but he started zomething big. Com-
pared to thiz, were Zheng He's vovazes simplyv 2
lost opportunity?

In 2004, port cities such as Simgapors and
Semerang in Indeonezia recognized the 800th
amnrversary of Zhenz He's vovages, but the
event didn’t make much of a ripple around the
world. But new back to cur guestion. Using
three measuring sticks — zcale (size), skill, and
significance — Should ws celebrate the vavags:s
of Zheng He’

287

How did Zheng He become an official in Emperor Yongle’'s government?

How many voyages did Zheng He command?

What were three possible reasons for the voyages? Which do you think was the main one?
Why was there opposition in China to Zheng He’s journeys?
How was the Spanish response to Columbus’s voyages different from the Chinese response

Zheng He's?

to
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Document A

Scurce: Map adapted from “China’s Great Armada,” National Geographic, July 2005

The Voyages of Zheng He: 1405 - 1433
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Vovage Date Furthest Port of Call Approx. Miles Roundtrip
(from Nanjing. China)
1 1405-07 Calicut (India) 11,600
2 1407-02 Calicut 11,600
3 1409-11 Calicut 11,600
4 1413-15 Hormuz (Tran) 14500
5 1417-1% Malindi (Kenya) 19,000
6 1421-22 Mogadishu (Somalia) 18,000
7 1431-33 Mombasa (Kenya) 10,000

What was the final destination of each voyage?

In all seven voyages combined, how far did Zheng He travel?

What was the sailing distance, one way, from China to Mombasa?

Does it appear that Zheng He was traveling to unknown lands or to well established ports?
How can you use this document to argue that Zheng He’s voyages should be celebrated?
How can you use this document to argue that Zheng He’s voyages should not be celebrated?



Document B

Source: llustration from When Ching Ruied the Seas by Louise Levaihes, 1994,

Zheng He's treasure ship (400 feef) and Christopher Columbus's Santa Maria {85 feet).

Source: Chart compiled from various sources

Zheng He Christopher Columbus
Size of Fleet 235 ships 3 ships
Size of Crew 27.500 90
Vovages T (1405-1433) 4 (1492-1502)
* Soon after Zheng He's death, sea » After Columbus® first voyages. European
exploration was banned in China. exploration took off.
L » The fleet was dismantled. * North and South America were conguered
Sl » All records of Zheng He's vovages and colomized.
were destroyed by Chinese officials. + The Columbian exchange followed,
» Zheng He was more or less lost to marked by the tradmg of plants. animals,
history for 500 years. ideas, and people, including slaves.

1. What was the size of the treasure ship compared to the Santa Maria?

2. Compare Zheng He and Christopher Columbus. What generalization can you make about size of
fleet and size of crew?

3. Compare Zheng He and Christopher Columbus. What generalization can you make about size of
fleet and size of crew?

4. How can you use this document to argue that Zheng He’s voyages should not be celebrated?



Document C

Source: Chart compiled from various sources, Source: !:I'qugtlrration from Zheng He by Edward L. Dreyer,

Zheng He's Fleet By the Numbers " .
Note: Mo one knows what Zheng He's treasure ships

looked like, but this drawing illustrates the dimensions
reported in historical documents, along with the off-

Approximate size of fleet on each voyage: center and off-vertical arrangement of the nine masts.
Treasure Ships 62 With their broad beams (widths) and flat bottoms, the
Tenders® 193 treasure ships would have resemblad enormous river

barges rather than true oceangoing ships. Drought is

. ; how deeply a ship sits in the water,
= Tenders were smaller ships that serviced each Py P

treasure ship. These included ships dedicated [ Port Etevation. length in proportion 1o draught
solely to carrying fresh water for crew and —1

"1 =1

Crew (on each voyage) 4\ ; é Ton

Fleet commanders 7 i
Commander assistants 70 I'
Military officers 302 [Beam, in proportion o lngin|
Ceremonial officers 2
Doctors 180 2 ; A
Chief purser (financial officer) 1 " $ i -
Fortune tellers 3
Soldiers, petty officers, sailors, 26,803 - - =
sail makers, caulkers. pecs

anchormen, horse groomers, i 4
tudder operators, business
managers, cooks_ servants,

interpreters [

e S By T RACRRE S i=n

[ At slevation, showing baam in proportion o draught |

Jzon

1. Compare the deck dimensions of Zheng's treasure ship with an American football field. (The
length of a football field is 300 feet; the width is 160 feet.) Which was bigger? Explain.

2. The doctor-to-patient ratio in the United States today is about 1 to 400. What was the ratio of
doctors to total crew members in Zheng’s fleet?

3. Judging by the crew’s make up, was this a military expedition, a trade expedition, or both? Use
evidence to support your thinking.

4. How can you use the document to argue that the voyages of Zheng He should be celebrated?

5. How can you use the document to argue that the voyages of Zheng He should not be
celebrated?



Document D

Source: Chart compiled from various sources.

Sample of Tribute Offered by Foreign Envoys at Chinese Court
Envoy’s Homeland Year Gift*
Calicut (India) 1407 local products
Aru (Sumatra) 1407 pepper
Champa (north of Vietnam) 1407 local products
Bengal (northeast India) 1408
Palembang (Sumatra) 1416 horses, rhinoceroses, elephants
Malacca 1416
Hormuz 1417 lions, leopards, Arabian horses
Aden (Arabia) 1417 giraffes
Brava (East Africa) 1417 camels, ostriches
Mogadishu (East Africa) 1417 zebrag
*blank space means gift unknown

Mote: Foreign officials, or envaoys, often traveled with Zheng He's fleet when it retumed to China.
They brought tribute. Tribute is usually money or goods given by a weaker country 1o a
stronger country as a sign of submission and sometimes respect. Emperor Yongle almost
always offered local kings and ambassadors gifts in return. Often these were bolts of silk,
paper money, and copper coins.

Source: Qing Dynasty historian, after 1644

“[Emperor Yongle acquired] goods and treasures without name that
were too many to be accounted for. Yet they did not make up for the
wasteful expenditures of the Middle Kingdom

What is an envoy?

What is tribute?

Judging from the document, what was an important purpose of Zheng He’s voyages?

How can you use the document to argue that the voyages of Zheng He should be celebrated?
How can you use the document to argue that the voyages of Zheng He should not be
celebrated?
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Document E

Source: The Changle Inscription, 1431,

Note: The Changle Inscription was carved into a stone pillar near the city of Changle on the east coast
of China just before Zheng He deparied on his last voyage. This excerpt was followed by short
descriptions of each of the first six voyages and the plan for the seventh. It is the closest thing
historians have to a document revealing Zheng He's words and ideas.

The Impenial Ming [Dynasty] has unified [the lands within the four] seas
and under the canopy of heaven.... From the edge of the sky to the ends of
the earth there are none who have not become subjects and slaves . [Tlhus
the barbarians from beyond the seas, even those who are truly distant, [so that
their languages require] double translation, all have come to court bearing
precious objects and presents.

The Emperor has delighted in their loyalty and sincerity and has ordered
[Zheng] He and others to take command of several thousands of imperial of-
ficers and soldiers ... to go to their countries and confer presents on them by
displaying our power while treating distant peoples with kindness. From the
third year of Yongle [1405] until now we have seven times received commis-
sions as ambassadors to the countries of the Western [Indian] Ocean.

... When we arrived at the foreign countries, barbarian kings who
resisted ... we captured alive and barbarian bandits [pirates] who invaded and

plundered we wiped out. Because of this the sea routes became pure and
peaceful and the foreign peoples could rely upon them.

1. Whois likely to have ordered the writing of the Changle Inscription? When was it done?

2. What is the meaning and the significance of the phrase “double translation”?

3. According to the Changle Inscription, what appears to be the emperor’s purpose for ordering
these voyages?

4. How can you use this document to argue that Zheng He’s voyages should be celebrated?

5. Is there any way to use this document to argue that Zheng He’s voyages should not be
celebrated?



