
"... by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United 
States, and Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby 

authorize and direct the Secretary of War and the Military 
Commanders ... to prescribe military areas ... from which any or all 

persons may be excluded ...."
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1) Read Executive Order 9066: Resulting in the
Relocation of Japanese and answer 
questions

2) Read Japanese Internment Letters and 
complete the graphic organizer worksheet



 Feb.19, 1942: President Roosevelt authorized military 
leaders within the War Department to place all Japanese 
Americans residing on the West Coast in detention 
camps
◦ 120,000 Japanese Americans were relocated
 77,000 were official American citizens

◦ Empowered the War Department to evacuate and 
imprison any American citizen without a fair trial 

 Constituted a fundamental challenge to the tradition of 
civil liberties long viewed as fundamental to America's 
democratic system

 FYI ~ No Japanese American citizen was ever convicted 
of spying for Japan





 In Sacramento, soon after Order 9066 was 
issued, hand-lettered signs went up all over 
town, saying “Japs must go.”

 http://www.pbs.org/thewar/detail_5380.htm
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1) Why did the U.S. government only set up 
internment camps for Japanese Americans, 
but not German Americans or Italian 
Americans?

2) Compare and contrast the internment camps 
to the German concentration camps?


