
Grade 4 – Assignment for week of (4/20 to 4/24)

Observing how decomposers  and consumers  make changes to our Terrariums :

Our terrariums are now (4) weeks old. We started our small ecosystem using soil, plants, 
litter, seeds, and water. We have added earthworms as our decomposers, and snails as our 
consumers.
This week we will look closely at how and why our small ecosystem is changing.

Science Vocabulary Words-

Land Snail: Slow-moving land animal with a shell; a type of consumer
Mouth: Opening found on the underside of the head for eating
Radula: Tongue-like organ in mouth with thousands of tiny teeth
Decomposer: Organism that breaks down nutrients and puts them back into the soil
Consumer: Organism that eats other living things
Herbivore: Consumer that eats only plants or other producers

Task #1:

Choose (3) of the science vocabulary words, and create word art. Word art is where you use 
drawing to make a picture of the vocabulary word that shows what the word means. 

See below an example for the vocabulary word snail:



Task #2: Observing changes caused by Decomposers and Consumers-
Study the pictures of your terrarium and answer the following questions:

Picture #1   Picture #2

Picture #3 Picture #4

In picture #2, our earthworm is tunneling through the soil? How does this help the soil and plants?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Compare picture #3 and picture #1. What has changed? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

In picture #4, what behavior is the snail showing? What is its job in the food chain? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Looking closely at picture #4, and your vocabulary to tell what body parts it uses to eat the grass?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________



Task #3: Reviewing the anatomy, or body parts, of the land snail

Task #4: Reading to Learn about Snails
Read the (2) page story entitled, “A Snail’s Journey.” When you are done reading, share with 
a parent or guardian or think to yourself what you learned about snails in the story.
When you are finished sharing or thinking about the story, answer the following questions.

1. What kind of home was the snail looking for?

2. What (2) things helped the snail travel or move across the ground?

3. What did the snail eat as it was traveling along its journey?

4. How did the snail protect itself from the raccoon?

5. How did the snail know when it was finally home?






