





Enlightenment

What is the Enlightenment?

A. Enlightenment - An 18" century movement in European and
American that emphasized the power of reason and science, unlike
the traditional doctrine, to understand and reform the world.

B. The Enlightenment gained strength gradually and did not reach
full development until 1750.

C. The enlightenment immersed in the generation between the
publication of Newton’s Principia in 1687 and the death of Louis
VIX in 1715.

D. The Enlightenment had a penetrating effect on the thought and
culture or urban noble classes and the aristocracy.
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Baron de Montesquieu (1689 - 1755)

A influential political philosopher during the 18" century
Enlightenment.

Published The Persian Letters in 1721 and The Spirit of Laws in 1748.

The Persian Letters were extremely influential social satires in which
consisted of letters supposedly written by Persian travelers, who saw
European customs in a different perspective, indirectly criticizing the
existing practices and beliefs .

The Spirit of Laws explained how government was formed and shaped <d &
by history, geography, and customs. He urged that despotism could be *N
avoided if there was a separation of powers, with political power

divided and shared by a selection of classes and legal estates holding
unequal rights and privileges.

According to Montesquieu, in order to prevent the abuse of power, "it
is necessary that by the arrangements of things, power checks power.”

His theory of separation of powers had a great impact on France’s
wealthy, well-educated elite during the Enlightenment.

The early constitutions of the United States in 1789 and France in 1791
were based upon a big part of this theory.



Madame du Chatelet (1706- 1749)

An intellectually gift woman that came from a high aristocracy family
and had a strong passion for science.

Due to her gender, she was excluded on principle from the Royal LA
academy of sciences and from stimulated interchange with other £y

scientists. ~

Depended on private tutors for instruction and had ambivalence over / i
her ability to make important scientific discoveries. oo, (-s

Translated with commentary Newton’s Principia in French. /

This provided the explanation and break down of Newton’s
complicated mathematical proofs to Europe’s foremost philosophe.

Unique- due to the fact that scientific contribution by females was rare
during this time, as well as the limited and unequal education in
females.

Wrote that if she were a ruler, “I would reform an abuse which cuts off,
so to speak, half human race. [ would make women participate in all
rights of humankind, and above all in those of the intellect.”

This to some extent was encouraging to women'’s education and to
overcome adversity during the 18" century Enlightenment.
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