Annotated Bibliographies

Definitions

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "references" or "works cited" depending on the style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.).
An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation.
Annotations vs. abstracts
· Abstracts are the purely descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly journal articles or in periodical indexes. 

· Annotations are descriptive and critical; they expose the author's point of view, clarity and appropriateness of expression, and authority.

WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY?  (Bibliography + Annotation=Annotated Bibliography)

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.

For each of your sources, your annotations may do one or more of the following:

· Summarize: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is. 

· Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is it this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? 

· Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic? 

Why should I write an annotated bibliography?

To learn about your topic: 
· Excellent preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for a bibliography is useful, but annotations make you read each source more carefully. 

· Critical reading rather than just collecting information. 

· To help you formulate a thesis: Every good research paper is an argument. The purpose of research is to state and support a thesis that is debatable, interesting, and current. 

· Gain a good perspective on what is being said about your topic. You see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of view.

Format (see handout on library webpage or look at examples below)
The bibliographic information: Generally, though, the bibliographic information of the source (the title, author, publisher, date, etc.) is written in either MLA or APA format. 
The annotations: Generally, the annotations for each source are written in paragraph form. The lengths of annotations can vary significantly from a couple of sentences to a couple of pages. The length will depend on the purpose. If you're just writing summaries of your sources, the annotations may not be very long. However, if you are writing an extensive analysis of each source, you'll need more space.
Examples

London, Herbert. "Five Myths of the Television Age." Television Quarterly 10.1 

(1982): 81-89. 

Herbert London, the Dean of Journalism at New York University and author of several books and articles, explains how television contradicts five commonly believed ideas. He uses specific examples of events seen on television, such as the assassination of John Kennedy, to illustrate his points. His examples have been selected to contradict such truisms as: "seeing is believing"; "a picture is worth a thousand words"; and satisfaction is its own reward." London uses logical arguments to support his ideas, which are his personal opinion. He doesn't refer to any previous works on the topic. London's style and vocabulary would make the article of interest to any reader.

Gurko, Leo. Ernest Hemingway and the Pursuit of Heroism. New York: Crowell, 
1968. 

This book is part of a series called "Twentieth Century American Writers: a Brief Introduction to the Man and his Work." After fifty pages of straight biography, Gurko discussed Hemingway's writing, novel by novel.  There's an index and a short bibliography, but no notes. The biographical part is clear and easy to read, but it sounds too much like a summary.
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