Name ___________________________________ Date______
Score ________

 AP3: English Language & Composition

Rhetorical Analysis  

Background: Mark Morford’s essay “American Kids, Dumber than Dirt” appeared in the writer’s Notes & Errata column in the San Francisco Chronicle.  Published on October 24, 2007, the essay carried the subtitle “Warning: the next generation might just be the biggest pile of idiots in U. S. History.”  

Assignment: Read the essay carefully, paying special attention to the writer's PURPOSE, AUDIENCE, and SPEAKER.  As you read also look for places where the writer appeals to ETHOS, PATHOS, and LOGOS.
As you read make appropriate annotations in the margins of the essay.  When you are finished use those annotations to help you answer the following analysis questions.

PURPOSE: (be careful here, the purpose is not what it first appears to be)

INTENDED AUDIENCE: _________________________________________________


Evidence from the text: 
-”_______________________________________”






-”_______________________________________”

PERSONA OF THE SPEAKER/WRITER: ____________________________________


Evidence from the text: 
-”_______________________________________”






-”_______________________________________”

APPEALS TO PATHOS:     “_______________________________________________”




         “_______________________________________________”

APPEALS TO ETHOS:     “_______________________________________________”




       “_______________________________________________”

APPEALS TO LOGOS:     “_______________________________________________”




        “_______________________________________________”
