SAHS 

Bolton Algebra 1 Syllabus

Fall 2009

Phone: 714-567-4900                      Email: Janet.Bolton@sausd.us                    Conference Period: 3th 

Dear Parents:

Welcome!  I am Ms. Bolton, and I am pleased to have your child in my Algebra 1 class this year!  We can look forward to a fun, exciting and educational year.  I intend to clarify my expectations in order to help each student grow more knowledgeable about mathematics, be more responsible, and help me maintain an excellent learning environment.  

Please read this document carefully as it outlines the requirements, expectations, and structure that you must adhere to in order to be successful in this class.

Course Objectives:

Students will demonstrate proficiency in topics presented in this course as described in the Algebra 1 content standards. 

Course Content:

Tools of Algebra, Solving Equations, Solving Inequalities, Graphs and Functions, Linear Equations and Their Graphs, Systems of Equations, Exponents, Polynomials and Factoring, Quadratic Equations and Functions, Radical Expressions/Equations, and Rational Expressions/Equations.

Guidelines for Success:

This is a rigorous course and your success depends on staying organized, having self-discipline and reinforcement from parents/guardians, teachers, and fellow students.

Your child’s success in this class depends directly on the amount of time and effort spent learning and rehearsing new concepts as well as overcoming prior difficulties in mathematics. Students will be responsible to complete all homework, class notes, projects, tests, quizzes, and other assignments on time and with academic integrity. 

Classroom Rules

Our class rules are very important. I do not tolerate disruptive behavior in the classroom. If a student is disrupting the class, the other students are also being deprived of their right to an education. Please speak to your child about proper behavior at school. Students are responsible for their own behavior and are encouraged to make wise decisions where behavior is concerned.  

Our Classroom Rules:

1. Be Respectful to yourself and others.

2. Be Polite - raise your hand for permission to speak or get out of your seat.

3. Be in your seat and ready to learn before the tardy bell rings.

4. No food, gum, or beverages are allowed in class. Water Only!

5. Be a Good Student (do all homework and assigned work).

Grading Scale:

Tests and Quizzes: 
60% 

Final Exam:  
15%

Homework: 
15%

All Other (composition book, projects, etc.): 
10%

Grading Policy

A:90 – 100%      B:80 - 89%     C:70 – 79%     
D:65 – 69%     F:64% and below

Test Retakes/Tutoring: 

Doing poorly or failing a test, students can retake the test and keep the higher grade, if spending a minimum of 1 hour tutoring with me. Tutoring is available 7:30am-8am daily in my room,  after school or by appointment. The free tutoring room schedule and hours will be posted in my classroom. There are no retakes for quizzes or the final exam.

Supplies:

· 2 Sharpened Pencils

· Composition Book (for notes)


· 2 Black Dry Erase Markers (for daily assessments/to be left in classroom)

· Lined paper or graph paper (for classwork)

· index cards

Calculator

Calculators will not be used in class, but can be used at home.

Homework

Because your child’s schoolwork is an important part of their education, homework will always be assigned Monday thru Friday. I would greatly appreciate if you would look at your child’s work and discuss it with him/her.  Parental care and praise is very important where schoolwork is concerned.  Homework will be graded the next day in class, then it is the student’s responsibility to ask questions and learn the concept before the test or quiz. If a student has a homework assignment, he/she will be expected to complete it at home and return it to school the next day with a neat and finished product.  Homework should be done in pencil only.  No late work will be accepted.  All steps used to solve a problem must be shown. NO WORK = NO CREDIT. Assignments will be posted on the board.  

Phone-a-friend 

Exchange phone numbers with a fellow classmate/keep a copy in Agenda: 

#1 Name:_________________________________  Phone:___________________

#2 Name:_________________________________  Phone:___________________

#3 Name:_________________________________  Phone:___________________

Consequences for Classroom Rule Violations:

1st consequence: warning 

2nd consequence: seat change 

3rd consequence: detention and/or parent conference

4th consequence: Referral to SRO

Tardy Policy:

Per school policy, each tardy results in detention. The 3rd tardy results in a referral for Saturday school. No shows to detention result in Saturday school. No shows to Saturday school result in suspension.

Excused Absences

When a student is absent, assignments must be made up within 2 days of the date they return.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up work, including all notes, daily reviews, classwork, homework, projects, quizzes, and/or tests.  Students will need to make an appointment with me to make up projects, quizzes, or tests.

Please discuss the contents and requirements of this letter with your child. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments.

We have read and discussed the above information.

Student Name
_________________________
      Period: ______

(Please print)

Student Signature _______________________
      Date: ___________________





Parent Signature_________________________
      Date: ___________________ 

