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To access documents for this session:

• Access the Internet
• Go to the WVDE home page http://wvde.state.wv.us 
• On the left side of the page, click on “Other WVDE 

sites” 
• From these options, click on “Downloads” (the first 

one)
• Select WV County Superintendents’ Meeting to see 

the list of documents
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Strategic Recommendations for
Improving Student Achievement

DESIGNED FOR WV SUPERINTENDENTS’ 
CONSIDERATION

“Overview of What We Want to 
Accomplish in this Session”
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Provide a Summary of WVDE Conducted or 
Coordinated Research related to the following 
initiatives and impact on achievement:
oWriting Roadmap
oAcuity
otechSteps
oReading First 
oRTI
oTechnology Integration Specialist
oTeacher Coaches in Title I Schools
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Provide Specific Recommendations for the 
CORE PROGRAM (Tier I) within the Pre-K-12 
Framework for Literacy to improve student 
achievement:
o Teacher Implementing Standards Based Instruction
o Utilizing Acuity Effectively for Classroom 

Assessment
o Utilizing Writing Roadmap 
o Utilizing techSteps
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Provide a Process for System Monitoring of 
Implementation of Specific Recommendations 
for CORE PROGRAM at the school level.
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Provide Specific Answers and Recommendations
to questions related to Math Curricular 
Requirements and Implementation:

o Should students take math each year?
oWhy did we do away with Consumer and Business 

Math?
oWhen do I schedule Algebra I Support Classes?
oWhat should counties consider when adopting a 

new math text?
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Summary of WVDE
Conducted and Coordinated

Research and Impact
on Student Achievement

Summary of Research 
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Superintendent’s Checklist 
for Monitoring

Strategic Recommendations 
for Improving Student Achievement 

through 
Standards Based

Instructional Design and Delivery
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Recommendation # 1
 Evidence that a process is in place to demonstrate 

implementation of standards-based instruction focused on 
improved student achievement
 Principal participates in district-level professional development using 

template http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/planning-document.html
 Principal provides school-based professional development session to 

school staff based on unit the teacher is currently implementing in 
classroom

 Principal shares progress report on school-wide implementation with 
superintendent on percent  of teachers completing template on 
standards based instruction for a current unit on a quarterly basis 
http://wveis.k12.wv.us/Teach21/public/cso/cso.cfm?sele1=2&sele2+106
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Recommendation # 2
 Evidence of implementation of Acuity Benchmarking to support 

standards-based instruction focused on improved student 
achievement (Assessment for Learning) https://www.acuityathome.com

Principal participates in district-level professional development using 
Acuity as an assessment for Learning

Principal provides school-based professional development session to 
school on using Acuity as an assessment for Learning

Principal monitors  progress of implementation of Acuity as an 
assessment for learning tool:
– Teacher created custom assessments

Principal shares progress report on school-wide implementation of 
Acuity with superintendent on a quarterly basis.
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Custom Tests Created by WV Teachers 
(October 08 through October 09)

RLA: 4,247
Math: 6,664

Custom Tests Completed by Students 
(October 08 through May 09) 

Math: 246,348
RLA: 237,851
Science: 58,207

All  Completed Tests: 542,406



Recommendation # 3
 Evidence of implementation of Writing Roadmap 2.0 to support 

standards-based instruction focused on improved student 
achievement (Assessment for Learning) www.writingroadmap2.com

Principal participates in district-level professional development using 
Writing Roadmap 2.0

Principal provides school-based professional development session to 
school on using Writing Roadmap 2.0

Principal monitors progress of using Writing Roadmap2.0:
– Number of essays assigned
– Number of essays completed

Principal shares progress of implementation of Writing Roadmap 2.0 
with superintendent on a quarterly basis  
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2009-2010 State Usage
(as of 10/21/09)

• Number of essays  assigned  -  90,032

• Number of essays completed  -  11,487



Recommendation # 4
 Evidence of implementation of techSteps to support standards-

based instruction focused on improved student achievement 
(Integration of Content with Learning Skills and Technology Tools
and 8th Grade Technology Literacy) www.techsteps.com

Principal participates in district-level professional development using 
techSteps

Principal provides school-based professional development session to 
school on using techSteps

Principal monitors progress of implementation of techSteps:
– Number of projects completed by students

Principal shares progress of using techSteps with superintendent on a
quarterly basis 
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For Principal/Educator Login, Select: 



Principals and
teachers  have
login IDs.
Superintendents
may receive one
too.



Sample techSteps School Reports



techSteps K-8 Projects
 Curriculum is Integrated and Systematic

Digital
Storytelling

Online Book
Review

From Issue to
Action

Animate a
Change Process

Database
Analysis

Linear Data
Deductions8

Critical Reading Fact and Fiction Dynamic
Journeys

Collaborative
Database

Vector 
Translations Random Climb7

Poetry in
Motion

Write a Research
Report

Famous Person
Plaque

Interactive
Timelines

Investigate
Paper Copters

How Does Fair
Food Fare?6

Write and 
Interactive Story Talk to a Topic Opinion Survey Build a Database Ray's Electricity

Model
Problem Solving

Table5

Note Taker E-Pals Prove It Zoom In Now You're In
Business Extend a Pattern4

Is it Fact?
Is it Fiction? Who Am I? Neighborhood

Maps
Mini Field

Trip Class Favorites Multiplication
Calculator3

Flight Write Visual Clues Trading Cards Sounds Like Interpret a
Pictograph Mental Math2

Look at the
Clouds

What's the
Weather? Classify Leaves Colors of the

Rainbow
Identify and
Draw Shapes

Measure Your
Hand1

What's Missing? By Air,  Water,
or Land? Sorting Science Five Senses What's Next? Shape HuntK
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School Based Report on Strategic Recommendations for Improving 
Student Achievement through 

Standards Based Instructional Design and Delivery

School____________________________________County_____________________________

Percent of teachers completing template on standards based instruction for a current unit:
o_____________________________

Estimated percent of reading/LA, math, science and social studies teachers creating custom 
tests using Acuity as an assessment for learning tool (https://www.acuityathome.com)
o______________________________

Number of essays assigned using Writing Roadmap (www.writingroadmap2.com)
o______________________________

Number of essays completed using Writing Roadmap (www.writingroadmap2.com)
o______________________________

Number of techSteps projects completed (www.techsteps.com)
o______________________________

Document Name: School Based Report…

https://www.acuityathome.com/
http://www.writingroadmap2.com/
http://www.writingroadmap2.com/
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Should students take mathematics 
each year of high school?

YES.



Why did we do away with Business 
Math and Consumer Math 

classes?

This mathematics is integrated 
throughout the curriculum K-12.



Is it really possible for all students 
to learn algebra?

YES.



When do you recommend 
Algebra Support classes be taught?

Students in need of Algebra Support 
should take Algebra I during their ninth 
grade year.  Our current eighth grade 
math course is rich and better prepares 
at risk students to take Algebra and 
Algebra Support together in the ninth 
grade.



What should counties consider when adopting new mathematics textbooks?
•   Amount of professional development required when selecting a     
        “bundled” program.
•   Adopting the same series within a programmatic level in order to 
        insure vertical alignment and consistent vocabulary presentation.
•     A RESA wide adoption to maximize resources and professional     
        development.
•     Adopting a series that meets the needs of students who can easily 
        master Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II as well as those who will   
        need additional support through Algebra I Support and Conceptual 
        Math (21st Century Algebra).  
- The adoption should provide:
  (a) formative assessment and prescriptive instruction
  (b) web–based access at school and home



Strategic Recommendations for 
Improving Student Achievement

Thank You 
For Your
Dedication To Education


