
1

College Board Overview in Minnesota
Christine Silvis
Kathie Montognese
Jeff Peterson



2

The College Board Mission
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A Pathway to Performance
College and Career Readiness Expectations for All Students

Four integrated assessments – one powerful tool
The College Board’s College and Career Readiness Pathway is a series of 
integrated assessments that measures college and career readiness from the 
eighth through the 12th grades 
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Students who 
pass an AP 
course are three 
times as likely to 
complete 
college.

Advancing Student Success

 AP is a rigorous academic program built on the commitment, passion and 
hard work of students and educators 

 Comprised of more than 30 courses across multiple subject areas
 Enables students to earn college credit or placement while still in high 

school, providing cost savings

Measure and Report College Level Rigor
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Advanced Placement in MN
 State of MN is in its 20th year of providing AP exam fee 

support

 65% of MN students score 3 or higher on AP exams. The
National Average is 57%

 Over the last 10 years, MN has the 5th largest growth in 
the nation of scores of 3 or higher on AP exams.
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AP: Number of Examinations and 
       Number of Examinations with Grades of 3, 4 or 5 
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What is AP Potential?
 A web-based tool

 Free for schools that administer the PSAT/NMSQT 

 Provided by the maker of the AP Exams

 Designed to ensure that no student is overlooked

 Based on proven research
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AP Potential



9

AP Potential: Expectancy Tables
Expectancy 
Tables
See data from the 
correlation study 
showing the 
percentage of 
students at any 
given 
PSAT/NMSQT 
score range.
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– Student names
– Correlations and

Student scores
– Ethnicity
– Gender

AP Potential: Subject Detail
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Another Step on the Path to Success

 Enable even more personalized instructional intervention within schools 
needing additional opportunities to enhance academic performance

 Supplement the College Board’s College and Career Readiness Pathway 
through the implementation of ACCUPLACER®

Additional Diagnostic Information on Low Performing Students

Enable More Personalized
Diagnostic Intervention
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ACCUPLACER and MnSCU: History
1997 

Assessment for Course Policy 3.3 was adopted. 
Policy 3.3 requires ALL MnSCU institutions to use the same course
placement instrument, ACCUPLACER was chosen.

2006 (Fall)
ACPC Committee began process for setting statewide course 
placement  scores for reading, writing, and mathematics 

2007 
Renewed ACCUPLACER statewide contract and adopted 
statewide model (Full implementation of scores July 1,2007)

2011
Renewed ACCUPLACER statewide contract and began 
customizing math test (Full implementation of math test Jan 2013) 
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ACCUPLACER State-Wide Model

All testing sites can upload to Registration 
system; test scores and questions
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ACCUPLACER

ACCUPLACER Placement Tests assist in determining 
student readiness for college-level courses or if students
would benefit from a developmental course. 

ACCUPLACER Diagnostic Tests provide a detailed 
assessment of students’ skills to indentify academic 
strengths and weaknesses.  
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Process of Creating Math Customized Exam
 MnSCU math faculty and College Board framed the vision, created five strands 

and subdomains 

 2 subsequent day long meetings with math faculty representatives from each 
campus to customize strands and domains, review each item

 Invited the Department of Education Math Specialists and representatives from 
the high schools to participate

 College Board field tested new items

 Two Day Standard Setting in Oct to set course placement score for College 
Algebra

 All institutions will begin testing students with new math test Jan 2013 for 
enrollment summer/fall 2013
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ARIT 1 ARIT 2 ARIT 3 ARIT 4 ARIT 5

EA 1 EA 2 EA 3 EA 4 EA 5

Arithmetic Strands

Elementary Algebra Strands
Score Score Score Score Score

Score Score Score Score Score

SS 1 SS 2 SS 3 SS 4 SS 5

RC 1 RC 2 RC 3 RC 4 RC 5

Sentence Skills Strands

Reading Comp Strands

Score Score Score Score Score

Score Score Score Score Score

ACCUPLACER Strands
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Elementary Algebra Strands

College Level Math Strands

EA1
Score

EA 2
Score

EA 3
Score

EA 4
Score

EA 5
Score

CLM 1
Score

CLM 2
Score

CLM 3
Score

CLM 4
Score

CLM 5
Score

Custom Strand Level Placement Test

Strand 1
Score

Strand 2
Score

ACCUPLACER Strands
Custom Configuration

Overall Placement Score – Based on collective test items

Diagnostic Scoring –Customized ACCU/MyFoundationsLab
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• College Board Test Development Team
•MnSCU Faculty
• Existing Test Items

ITEM ITEM ITEM
ITEM

ITEM ITEM ITEM ITEM ITEM ITEM ITEM

ITEM

ITEM

ITEM ITEM ITEM
ITEM ITEM ITEM New Strand

Item Development & Field Testing

Continual Cycle of Item Development

ITEM

ITEM



19

Placement Tests

New Diagnostics

College Com
pletion

MyFoundationsLab

ACCUPLACER/MyFoundationsLab

Academic Checkups 

Intervention
Supplemental Instruction

Retention

Alignment to MN State Standards & Common Core
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The ACCUPLACER diagnostic assessment is paired with 
proven MyFoundationsLab remediation. This powerful 

combined experience enhances college preparedness and 
student success.

ACCUPLACER/MyFoundationsLab
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ACCUPLACER//MyFoundationLab
Ideas/Best Practices for ACCU/MFL

High Schools
 Early intervention

 Credit recovery

 Dual enrollment or “middle college” programs

 GEAR UP programs 

Colleges 
 Summer bridge, summer institutes, boot camp for placement retesting

 Transitional programs for both traditional  and nontraditional learners

 Academic support for existing students, tutoring programs

 Supplemental instruction in development education courses
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In Closing….

Students are college-ready when they have the knowledge, 
skills, and behaviors to complete a college course of study 

successfully, without remediation.

“Without preparation, opportunity is an empty promise.” 
—Alan Page, Minnesota Supreme Court Justice 
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Contact Information
Christine Silvis, Educational Manager, K-12 Services

chsilvis@collegeboard.org 

Kathie Montognese, Senior Assessment Manager, ACCUPLACER

kmontognese@collegeboard.org 

Jeff Peterson, Director, State Government Relations

jpeterson@collegeboard.org 

The College Board is committed to working alongside Minnesota to 
design a seamless assessment program that bridges the gap from K12 

to HE and the workforce.
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