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Lesson Ten |
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expound (ik spownd’) v. toexplainin detail; to clarify
Closing the Bible, the minister expounded the passage he had just read.
syn: elaboraie : ant: muddie; confuse

cajole (kajdl) v. to persuade with false promises and flattery
Despite het best efforts, the mayor could not cajole Madame Harrls into

donating the land to the city.
syn: coax; wheedle ani: dissuade; deter

inscruiable (in skrod” w@bsl) adj. not easily understood; hard o
fathom

The crazed stalker lefi an inscrutable message on my answering machine.

syn: enigmatic ant: obvious; evident

balk (bok} v. to refuse stubbornly or abruptly; to stop short and
refuse to go on _

Although Paul desperately needed the money, he balked at the idea of

working for less than minimum wage.

syn: hesitate; object ant: agree; continue

acrimony {2’ krsmD ne) n. ill-patured, bitter hostility
Because of his acrimony, the otd man found himseif lonely and friendless.

syn: animaosity ant: friendliness

dour (dowr) adj. stemn and ill-humored
The librarian's dowr expression and stereotypical bifocals contradicted her

tutloos and noisy motorcycle.
syn: forbidding ani: pleasant .

exult (igzult’) v. to rejoice; to feel triumphant

‘When the results were announced, the town wildly exulted in its team's
ViCTOTy.

syn: celebrate

omniscient (om uish’ont) adj. having unlimited knowledge; all-knowing
Dad described Santa Claus as an omniscient old man who knew whether we
had been bad or good this year.
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Rfocabuiary Power Plus for the ACT: Book Two

ST

As used in line 33, the term Romantic most likely refers 1o
T. the condition of being in love.
G. the time period immediately preceding the Victorian Era.
H. the art and philosophy of ancient Rome.
J. involvernent with poetry.

According to lines 29-36, which of the following helped the novel to
become popular?

A. inexpensive publishing

B. a more literate population

C. coal mining

D. ink production techniques

According o this passage, which is not one of the advancerments due to railroads?
F. iron production.
G. automobile manufacturing
H. construction engineering,
J. better bridges

As used in line 50, “Positivisin” most likely means
A, being attracted to the optimistic.
B. believing provable dara is the basis for knowledge.
C. believing that everything is possible.
D. believing only the strong survive.

Which of the following is not discussed in the passage as contributing to
the characteristics of the Victorian age?

F. an increase in industry and machines

G, art

H. architecture

J. clothing styles

Which staternent best describes the relationship between the Victorian
Tra and the Indusirial Age?
A. The elements of Victorian England helped lead the world into the
Industrial Age.
B. Without the fallout from the Industrial Age, Victorian England would
have been bereft of art and science.
C. Improvements in transportation allowed new art and philesphy to
migrate to England during the Victorian Age.
D. Victorian England is really a product of the social, scientific, and
philosphical changes brought about by the Industrial Age.

10. This passage would most likely be found in

F. a teen magazine.
G. an encyclopedia of politics.
H. a British history book.
J. a book on architecture.




