August 2014
Advanced English I
COURSE OVERVIEW and CLASSROOM POLICIES



      
Welcome students and parents.  

Thank you for taking the time to acquaint yourselves with the expectations of Advanced English I and with my classroom policies.  This is a two semester, one credit Freshman-level course in which students will be exposed to a variety of reading and writing experiences.  Because this is an Honors-level course, it is expected that students will demonstrate a high level of commitment to learning.  Students who fail to demonstrate that commitment may be asked to leave the class at the end of the first quarter. 
The focus of the first semester of the Advanced English I course is on standard English grammar usage, analytic writing, and close reading skills.  The class will proceed through a systematic study of our language.  Significant time will also be spent in analyzing the writing of others and practicing effective writing habits.  In the second semester of the course the class will focus on longer writing and learning how to respond to fiction and non-fiction writing in an analytic manner.  The class will also master 12 units of a high frequency academic vocabulary curriculum and a list of important literary terms and devices. 
Minimum Requirements for Credit

Writing Portfolio: each student will maintain a classroom writing portfolio that 


showcases his/her writing proficiency. 



Semester 1: Four polished essays required (2 analysis, 1 persuasive, 





1 student choice)



Semester  2: Four polished essays required (1 personal narrative, 





1 research-based, 1 analysis, 1 student choice)


Standardized Assessment: each student will sit for the a Standardized Assessment in December and again in May.  Each student must achieve a score of Proficient in both the Reading and Language portions of the test to earn “Advanced” designation on his/her transcript. 


Content Mastery:  Students must demonstrate at least 70% mastery of course content--including grammar, vocabulary,  literary terms, and reading comprehension—through assignments, projects, tests, and quizzes.

Academic Engagement: Students must demonstrate proficiency in speaking, listening, and workplace readiness skills through active engagement in classroom activities, discussions, and projects; this also  includes timeliness of assignment completion and class attendance.
A student’s grade will reflect his or her level of mastery skills in reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary.  These skills are based on the content standards established by the Colorado Department of Education.  Special emphasis will be placed on each student’s writing proficiency. End-of semester exams will also be used to evaluate a student’s progress.  Engagement in classroom activities and discussions is a significant requirement of this class.  Frequent absence (excused or unexcused) will negatively impact a student’s grade.  Grades will be posted in the classroom regularly.  Students are responsible for turning work in on time and making up assignments missed due to absence. Grading scale: A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=65-69%.
I invite you to contact me if you have questions regarding grades and assignments.  My planning period is 1st Period, so I am available at school from 9-10a.m. most days. The school telephone number is 565-3722 ext. 2173; my home phone number is 565-4129.  Should you choose to converse electronically, my email address is: pkoops@cortez.k12.co.us.  I find email a quick an immediate means of parent-student-teacher communication and I encourage you to use it.  If you would like regular updates of your student’s progress you can access the school’s PowerSchool portal.  The guidance Office can provide a user name and password upon request.  Please feel free to contact me at any reasonable time regarding schoolwork.  

I try to create an atmosphere of comfort and confidence in the classroom.  This requires an acceptance and adherence to school policies, as well as to the basic rules of respect and courtesy.  All school rules apply in my classroom.  Absences and tardiness will be carefully monitored.  There is a school-wide attendance and tardy policy in effect.  Parents, please ask your student for a copy of the student handbook so you are aware of the school’s expectations.   Remember that a dress policy is in effect: adhere to it!  
Students are not permitted to use pagers, cell phones, or headphones/personal music devices in my classroom; leave them home. Students who insist on using MP3 players, cell phones, and/or text messaging during class will receive a zero for that day’s class academic engagement grade and will face disciplinary action. 
Responsibility on the part of the student is an integral part of success in Advanced English I.  The English Department has a policy of accepting no late work beyond the guidelines outlined in the student handbook. Please note that in my class all major writing assignments (except for timed, in-class writing) may be rewritten for a higher grade.  Students will be allowed numerous opportunities to demonstrate their mastery of skills and content and I urge them to be in regular communication with me regarding their performance.  Students will be informed of their grades regularly, and I will schedule after-school or lunchtime study and tutoring sessions when needed.  It is my goal to help students succeed in becoming better writers and readers and to enjoy literature at a deep level.

I am looking forward to this school year and am eager to make it a rewarding and positive experience for all of us involved in the learning triangle: student, parent, and teacher.
It is expected that a student will attend class, participate in assignments, discussions, and activities, and be prepared by completing homework and bringing all necessary materials to class. 

A COMPLETE COURSE SYLLABUS will be available on my School Webpage.  A hard copy of the syllabus is available upon request. 
Instructor:  Paul Koops
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

I have read the class overview and classroom policies.  I understand the expectations of the instructor and will abide by them to insure my own academic success.  I will respect the learning environment and the rights of others in the class. 

--------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student signature


date

Parent/Guardian/Responsible person signature  
