Activities 9 & 11 from CSU Expository “WHAT’S NEXT? THINKING ABOUT LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL” 


“Hidden Intellectualism”

Prereading: Getting Ready to Read and Exploring Key Concepts
1.   Take out a sheet of paper, and write down three people you feel are intellectuals.
2.   In groups of three or four, share your list and choose three from the combined list that all of you can agree are  intellectuals.
3.   After a class discussion, write down your definition of an intellectual.
4.  Read the three quotations about intellectuals. 

· “The demand for certainty is one which is natural to man, but is 

           nevertheless an intellectual vice.” Bertrand Russell

· “An intellectual is a person who takes more words than necessary to 

           tell more than he knows.” Dwight D. Eisenhower

· “An intellectual is someone whose mind watches itself.” Albert Camus

     Select the quote that best matches your definition of an intellectual.
5.   Why did you select this quote? Share your answer in your group or as part of a class discussion.
Reading for Understanding—Stop and Respond

Gerald Graff’s essay “Hidden Intellectualism” poses questions about the way  we see “intellect” in and outside of school. In this essay, Graff argues that a student’s intelligence may be “hidden” when viewed only  from the  perspective of school learning. He prompts all of us to look again at the intellectual abilities we possess, even if a person is not  so proficient at school learning.
While reading this essay, stop at various points and respond, by writing on the text. You will be given a few minutes to write down whatever thoughts you have—questions, observations, ideas, comments, stories, things the text  reminds you  of, whatever comes to mind as you  read.
