A Raisin in the Sun
Write your presentation date here ________________________________________________

Write your partner’s/partners’ email addresses here _________________________________________

& ________________________________

Write your partner’s/partners’ phone numbers here _________________________________________

& ________________________________

The California State Content Standards require students to research, prepare and give polished presentations.  The State Standards also require students to use and incorporate technology.  For this unit, you will have the option to present as an individual, in a pair or in a group of three.  Below are the time requirements:

1. individual presenter: 5-6 minutes

2. pair: 10-12 minutes

3. group of three students: 15-18 minutes

This paper includes a variety of presentation topics.  In class, we will have a “lottery” to determine which students present the various topics.  

Students will be required to create a Power Point presentation.  We will review the standards for Power Point in class.  Students will also be required to create a Works Cited page for any information they obtained from an outside source. 

Your Power Point should meet the following minimum requirements.  

1. individual presenter: 5 slides

2. pair: 10 slides

3. group of three students: 15 slides

Topic #1

Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the play A Raisin in the Sun. You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2:  You (and your partner/s) will research and discuss the significance of the following historical events: 
a.) Walk for Freedom in Montana in 1955-1956

b.) The Little Rock Nine
c.) Governor Orval Faubus
Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:
a.) Why did the author include the element of Ruth's pregnancy. What did it add to the story?

b.) Who is the main character in the play? Justify your answer.

c.) Walter and Beneatha and Asagai have dreams. What are their dreams? What are your dreams for

the future?

Topic #2
Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the play A Raisin in the Sun. You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2:  You (and your partner/s) will share Dr. King’s speech with the class answer the following question: 

In his "I Have a Dream" speech, Martin Luther King, Jr. was trying to persuade Americans to

move forward towards freedom, justice and equality as well as trying to send a message of hope to

Black Americans. If Dr. King were alive today and giving a speech at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., what do you think he would say?  Write the speech you would deliver this year if you

were addressing a gathering of people during a march in Washington for the first time since 1963.

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:
a.) Explain how the lyrics to the songs used in the play are appropriate.

b.) Who is responsible for Walter's situation? Explain why.

c.) Could anything have been gained by including more scenes from the time period before the events of the

story? If so, what could have been added and for what purpose? If not, explain why not.

Topic #3
Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the play A Raisin in the Sun. You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2:  You (and your partner/s) will research and describe the following questions: 
Jim Crow is the race-based legislation that epitomized the era of segregation in America. 
a.) What were the Jim Crow laws and which specific areas of life were affected by these laws?  
b.) How long were the Jim Crow laws enforced?
c.) When and how were the last Jim Crow laws overturned?

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:
a.) Explain the existing conflicts between the Younger family members, Mama and Walter, Walter & Ruth, and Walter and Beneatha. How are these conflicts associated with the American Dream?

b.) What is the central conflict around which the play revolves? How does this central conflict relate to the notion of the American Dream?
Topic #4
Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the play A Raisin in the Sun. You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2:  You (and your partner/s) will research and describe the following questions: 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka was a landmark decision of the United States Supreme Court that declared state laws establishing separate public schools for black and white students unconstitutional.
a.) What events lead to this landmark decision?

b.) In which year did this take place?
c.) Describe Brown v. Board of Education.
Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:
Explain George's allusion to Walter as Prometheus. You can go online to The Perseus Project and use the Perseus Encyclopedia to refresh your knowledge of Greek Mythology. According to Greek mythology, who is Prometheus? What does Walter have in common with Prometheus? How does this allusion help us to understand Walter's role in the family? How does this allusion help us to understand Walter's conflict with Mama and the rest of the family? How does this allusion help us understand Walter and the Younger family's quest for the American Dream?
Topic #5
Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the play A Raisin in the Sun. You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2:  You (and your partner/s) will research and describe Plessy v. Ferguson.  This case, from 1896, allowed state-sponsored segregation.  Describe this case in detail.  This decision provided the legal foundation to justify many other actions by state and local governments to socially separate blacks and whites.  When and how was this case overturned?

Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:
a.) Discuss the ways in which two characters in Raisin have made adjustments to negative aspects of their environment. These adjustments might be to the character's physical surroundings, to other people, or to the customs and traditions of the society in which they live.

b.) Sometimes something as seemingly trivial as a meeting or a conversation between two people can have a lasting effect upon the life of one or even of both of them. Discuss how either a seemingly unimportant meeting or a casual conversation brings about a significant change in the life of one of the characters in A Raisin in the Sun.

Topic #6
Step 1: You (and your partner/s) will summarize and explain the plot of the play A Raisin in the Sun. You will explain the setting, the protagonist, the antagonist, two internal conflicts, two external conflicts, one theme, the climax, and the resolution of the book.  Be descriptive and detailed.  In order for the audience to understand the rest of the presentation, we will have to understand the overall plot.  

Step 2:  You (and your partner/s) will answer the following questions:

a.) Sometimes in one work of literature, we might find two characters who contrast markedly from one another. Discuss two characters from A Raisin in the Sun who are the opposite of each other in their views, beliefs, and philosophy of life.

b.)  In literature, as in life, a character might feel trapped. Discuss a character from A Raisin in the Sun who feels trapped and give examples of the ways in which this character chooses to deal with those feelings.

c.) Discuss a character from A Raisin in the Sun who changes significantly, telling specifically of the forces that bring about this change. How does this character relate to the other characters before the change and how does this character relate to the other characters after the change?


Step 3:  If you are in a group of three people, you will also answer the following questions:
a.) Analyze the following quote: "We ain't no business people Ruth, we just plain working folks," 
b.) Analyze the following quote: "Once upon a time freedom used to be life now money is life." What important issues do they raise? How do these issues help us to understand the American Dream? How do these quotes help us to understand the Younger’s quest for the American Dream?
