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GINA’S STORY ~

Singing and being a drama queen since I could talk.
Being cast as Calamity Jane in 4th grade at Hull for  the “Tall Tales” 

play solidified my passion for singing and acting.
Played flute from 5th-7th grade
Been in choir from 7th-12th grade
Been involved with theatre since 9th grade
ALL of these things have shaped my appreciation for art and 

continue to influence me every day.
In college I plan on minoring in theatre to eventually open up and 

direct a community theatre.



BILLY’S STORY ~

Drawing and doing other forms of art since as long as I can 
remember.

I’ve been involved in art at Basha for all 4 years.
I’ve recently been in the Congressional Art Show.
I believe that creativity is an important  characteristic so that’s why I 

feel so strongly about this topic.
Even though I’m majoring in some kind of engineering next year, I 

still plan on keeping up with my art throughout my college 
experience and beyond.



OUR COLLABORATION ~

Freshman year we didn’t even know each other existed. However, we
came to find out this year we both had the same idea for our 
Senior Project…

         SAVE THE ARTS.

We originally thought that  the dwindling Arts budgets of the world 
were because of a lack of appreciation for this subject…

However, after going back to our freshman and sophomore year 
research, we came to the realization that the issue WASN’T the 
budget itself, but actually the number of kids involved  in Art 
programs were/are decreasing, causing less demand for funds.



OUR IDEA ~

With that idea in mind, we created the project: 

“A Day in the Life of an Artist”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

It didn’t start out  as JUST a day, however… 

Gina knew from the start she wanted to get kids involved, especially
from Hull Elementary, since that’s where her childhood was. She had
the idea her freshman year of a touring showcase of kids from
elementary, junior high and high school in the CUSD to raise money
for other district Art’s funds. However, that was WAY too much work.
Billy planned to go to a school and conduct some kind of art project
with the students. (As you can see, we had opposite approaches:
one being over the top, the other more resigned)

So, over the course of high school, Gina’s idea dwindled from that, to 
only two schools, then high-schoolers travelling to Hull and teaching 
Arts and then having a showcase at the end of the month, week, and
EVENTUALLY, once Billy came along, a day where the students came 
here and learned all different kinds of Art.



PLANNING ~

We started prepping right after winter break.
We narrowed our focus onto Hull Elementary, since Gina is close to the 

administration, and decided on 5th grade students.
 The 5th grade is when most students start thinking about 

playing an instrument and maybe pursuing art in junior 
high/high school.

Gina did the first meeting with Mr. Rincon to set a date, then she and 
Billy both talked to the teachers about approving our project and 
using their rooms and students to teach the kids.

Mr. James then approved our project and offered to pay for their 2 
school busses to get them here and back!

From there, an email chain to Hull admins, Mr. James, and Basha 
teachers went on for 9 weeks… 





MEETINGS ~

We met with Hull approximately 5 times
We got their ideas and suggestions from the original schedule we 

had written in Gina’s notebook and tweaked it according to their 
availability. 

We also met with them for finalizing the trip a couple days before it 
happened.



We had to make this schedule 
DETAILED in order for Hull to 

approve our project.



OTHER EVIDENCE ~

SURVEY
PERMISSION SLIPS
WRISTBANDS



WRIST-B
ANDSORDER CONFIRMATI

ON



MARCH 6TH , 2
014: 

SHOWTIM
E

Go to video!!!



MORE PICTU
RES 

F R O M
 T H E  C L O S I N G  C E R E M

O N Y



TH
E NEXT D

AY…

G I N A  W
A S  S E N T  T O  T H E  O F F I C E  T O  P I C K  U P  

T H I S  S U R P R I S E  F R O M
 T H E  O F F I C E …



MISSION STA
TE

MENT



BENEVOLENCE

Both of u
s h

ave a passi
on fo

r a
rt, 

and have 

been affe
cte

d by th
ese

 progra
ms t

hrough
out 

our e
duca

tio
n. To

 be able to
 even HINT a

t th
e 

experie
nce

s o
f a

 high
 sc

hool a
rts

 cla
ss 

and th
e 

feelin
g o

f a
cco

mplish
ment th

at w
e’ve

 go
tte

n 

fro
m partic

ipatin
g in

 th
em is 

the gr
eatest 

reward we co
uld ta

ke
 fro

m our p
roject.

 Th
e kids’

passi
ons a

re what d
riv

es u
s t

o do su
ch

 projects
 

and ke
ep art a

live
 and enligh

tened in
 th

eir 

young m
inds.



HONOR

Our p
roject 

happened to
 fa

ll o
n th

e day o
f th

e 

A+ ju
dgin

g, 
and M

r. J
ames a

nd th
e A+ ju

dge
s 

perso
nally 

told us h
ow m

uch
 of a

n in
sp

ira
tio

nal 

and well-p
roduce

d product 
of a

 project 
we put 

toge
ther. T

hat b
eing s

aid, w
e brough

t a
 posit

ive
 

ligh
t to

 both th
is 4

-ye
ar p

roject 
as a

 whole, a
s 

well a
s t

he sc
hool a

nd th
eir d

ecis
ion to

 enforce
 

this p
roject.



SCHOLARSHIP

We fo
und out th

rough
out th

is p
roject 

proce
ss 

how m
uch

 art a
nd Fine Arts

 cla
sse

s n
eed to

 be 

saved and why. A
rt i

s e
veryw

here, a
nd if 

not 

enough
 people st

op to
 sm

ell t
he flo

wers,
 

eventually 
no one will. 

With
out a

rt, 
there is 

no 

sci
ence

, n
or m

ath. T
here is 

nothing w
ith

out a
rt, 

and until 
people re

alize
 th

at a
rt i

s e
veryt

hing, 

people lik
e us n

eed to
 giv

e it 
a vo

ice
 and 

enligh
ten m

inds, y
oung a

nd old, th
at w

e need to

apprecia
te th

e su
bject.



WORKS CITED:
Davidson, Michael. “How to Use Performing Arts to Increase Student Success |Ehow.com” Ehow |

How To Do Just About Everything! | How To Videos & Articles. Web. 20 Feb. 2011.                  
<http://www.ehow.com/how_60568386_use-arts-increase-student-success.html>.

Howard, Will. “The Effects of Funding Cuts to Public Schools for the Performing Arts|Ehow.com.” 
Ehow | How To Do Just About Everything! | How To Videos & Articles. Web. 20 Feb. 2011.       
<http://www.ehow.com/list_5931668_effects-public-schools-performing-arts.html>. 

Lawton, Claire. “Gov. Brewer Proposes Additional Budget Cuts for Arizona Arts Programs – Phoenix
Art – Jackalope Ranch.” The Phoenix New Times’ Blogs. Web. 20 Feb. 2011                         
<http://blogs.phoenixnewstimes.com/jackalope/2011/01/gov_brewer_proposes_additional.
php>.


