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AP III

“A Brief History of English” by Paul Roberts

1.  What are the three major periods in the history of English?  Include the approximate dates for each 

period.

2. Explain the Great Vowel Shift.  What is the importance of this event for the history of English?

3. Why, according to Roberts, have school children tended not to be interest in the grammatical study of the English language.

4. What is Roberts’s thesis in the essay?  How effective is he in accomplishing his purpose?

5. Why does Roberts write the essay using First Person Plural pronouns?

6. How does Roberts use comparison and contrast to help him discuss Old English?

7.  During its relatively brief 1400-year history, the English language has consistently been characterized by change.  How is American English still changing today?  What is the most important force causing change?  What effects, if any, have recent war, the space program, the drug culture, computers and other new technology, the women’s movement had on our language?

