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Academic Support
• Course placement
• Monitor academic progress towards graduation 

and college
• Post high school planning

Success strategies

Personal /Social Support
• Help students get connected/find balance
• Crisis management/community resources & 

referrals

College/Career Planning
• Class visits/presentations

Post high school planning
• College major/career research
• College application progress
• CaliforniaColleges.edu

School 
Counselors

What do we 
do?



Tracy Unified Graduation Requirements

• In high school you earn grades and credits for 
each class.

• You must pass all classes with a grade of D or 
better.

• You must earn 220 credits in the required 
categories. 

ENGLISH……………………...40 CREDITS

WORLD HISTORY…………...10 CREDITS

US HISTORY………………….10 CREDITS

GOV/ECON………………...10 CREDITS

ALGEBRA……….……………10 CREDITS

MATH………………………...10 CREDITS

BIOLOGY…………………….10 CREDITS

CHEMISTRY………………….10 CREDITS

PHYSICS………………….….10 CREDITS

ART OR LANGUAGE……...10 CREDITS

P.E. …………………………..20 CREDITS

ELECTIVES ………………….70 CREDITS

TOTAL ………………………..220 CREDITS



How are credits earned in high school?

1st

Qtr.
2nd

Qtr.

Final
Exams

Fall Semester
Grades/Credits

posted on
transcript

3rd

Qtr.
4th

Qtr.

Final
Exams

Spring Semester 
Grades/Credits

posted on 
transcript

● Students earn credits each semester (2 semesters in a school year)

● Each semester is worth 30 credits /5 credits for each class (same 6 classes all year; August-May)

● 60 credits for each school year



A-G Requirements
Courses that students must complete (with a grade of C or better) to be minimally eligible 
for admission to the University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU).

• A – History 2 years
• B – English 4 years
• C – Math 3 years (4 years recommended)
• D – Lab Science 2 years
• E – Foreign Language 2 years
• F – Visual & Performing Arts 1 year
• G – College Prep Elective 1 year
• Must earn a C or better in all A-G courses



https://tracyhigh.tracy.k12.ca.us/academics-programs/counseling
https://tracyhigh.tracy.k12.ca.us/academics-programs/counseling


https://kimballhigh.tracy.k12.ca.us/academics-programs/counseling
https://kimballhigh.tracy.k12.ca.us/academics-programs/counseling


https://westhigh.tracy.k12.ca.us/academics-programs/counseling
https://westhigh.tracy.k12.ca.us/academics-programs/counseling


Transitioning 
from middle 

school to high 
school can be 

challenging for 
some students 

and parents. 
Why…?

• Classes are rigorous
• There are firm deadlines!
• You might earn your first B, C or lower……
• Sports are a huge time commitment (academics 

come 1st)
• Friends become even more important



SELECTING CLASSES FOR 9TH GRADE: TUSD STUDENTS
• Teacher recommendations are required for Advanced English, Math, Enhanced Biology and Foreign 

Language. Your counselor or administrator will work with your teachers for recommendations.

• All 9th graders take 4 core classes: English, Math, Biology and Core 9 PE.

• Choose 2 electives from the 9th grade Course Selections List AND 3 more electives as your 3 Elective Alternates.

• Select Classes based on your needs.

• Choose your classes wisely…….for the “YEAR”.

• This presentation, course catalogs and course selection materials will be posted on counseling websites for each high 
school.

• Applications for Leadership and AVID will be posted online for all schools. 

• Yearbook and Journalism applications will be posted online for Kimball High and West High.

Classes must be entered in Aeries through the Aeries Parent Portal by DECEMBER 9, 2020.
Use the video and forms on the next few slides to help guide you with your course selections for your 9th grade classes when 
entering your options in Aeries with your parents/guardians.



Example Tutorial – Entering classes on Aeries 
must use Parent Portal

This video is an 
example of how to 
enter classes online 
using Aeries. 

Courses can only be 
entered in Aeries for 
9th grade by using the 
Aeries Parent Portal
NOT the student 
portal for our school 
district. 

Make sure you are 
using the Course #s 
on your high school’s 
Course Selections 
sheet to find the 
correct classes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lV5roB5sQk&ibss=1
https://sisweb.tusd.net/ParentPortal/LoginParent.aspx?page=default.aspx








Info to remember!
● Classes you choose are for the entire school year.

● CLASSES ARE NOT GUARANTEED.

● Credits for graduation are earned by getting passing grades in all classes.

● You must enter your course selections through the Aeries Parent Portal.

● Only select classes for your high school even if you plan on transferring or 
applying to an academy.

● Academy Nights: West High (Dec 1st), Tracy High (Dec 2nd), Kimball High (Dec 
3rd). Please visit the academy websites for more details.

● All 8th graders must submit their 9th grade classes by December 9, 2020.

● If you have any questions about sports, clubs or academies, please visit your 
specific high school’s website. 
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