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Research Paper | ENG 1


ENG 1 research paper objectives:

Research the Civil Rights leader of your choice from the list provided
Review a variety of sources (both print and electronic)

Write a thesis statement

Practice paraphrasing, synthesis, and your citation skills

Learn, practice and utilize the MLA format for writing a research paper

Step One: Select a topic.

A. My Civil Rights leader is: _____________________________________________________________________

B. Find 4-5 interesting things about the person’s life based on your preliminary research.
C. Formulate preliminary thesis sentence: What would you like to know about your Civil Leader after reading some basic information?
3 Questions I have about this topic:

1. ______________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________
What is a Thesis Statement?

Your thesis is one main sentence that states the idea of the paper. Sometimes you begin with a thesis and use your research to form a thesis, other times you need to do some research before you can decide on a thesis. 

Why Should Your Essay Contain A Thesis Statement?


to test your ideas by putting them into a sentence or two
to better organize and develop your argument

to provide your reader with a “guide” to your argument

In general, your thesis statement will accomplish these goals if you think of the thesis as the answer to the question your paper explores.

My preliminary thesis statement:

______________________ was a significant leader in the Civil Rights Movement, helping many groups of people in America achieve equality.

Step Two: Finding Sources

A. Brainstorming for sources

The search process requires that you think about what you are looking for and where

you will find it before you begin working.

a. What kind of information are you seeking that would answer your thesis statement?

_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
b. Where can you find it?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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For this research paper you must have a minimum of four sources: Two book sources and two online journal sources. You can use more than that or a legitimate web article, but they must be quality sources.

You will be taught how to find each type of source, and each source must be evaluated for appropriateness.

You will also need to print out or make a copy of each source that you choose. For books, you should copy the material about your leader, as well as the title page of the book. For online journals and websites, you should copy the material about your leader with the important source information. These source notes will be turned in at the end of the project!
a. Book Sources: Take careful notes (avoiding plagiarism) from pages of the book. Include the page numbers of where you found them in order to be able to cite them properly in your paper.
b. Online Journals/Databases: You will be instructed on how to use the online journals.

Please find a minimum of two online journal sources. For each source you must: print the pages about the person. Staple the pages together. Label the top page with your name, and include a proper citation for this source right on the top of the page.

c. Websites: You will be instructed on how to use the web properly and how to identify

reliable sources. Please find a minimum of two web sources. For each source you must:

print the pages about the person. Staple the pages together. Label the top page with your name, and include a proper citation for this source right on the top of the page.

B. Source Notes
You will be required to take notes for every source you include in your paper. These are the white pages we received in the library. All of the information in your paper should come from these notes.
Evaluate: What have you learned? As you gather information, remember that you will

have to be able to focus your discovery. Based on the research you have done, what

answers to your questions have you found? What conclusions can you draw? If you were going to do more research on this subject, what questions would you add? Would you look at different sources? Why? And, what did you discover about yourself?
Step Four: Outline

An outline serves as a guide to your paper for your reader. If you have not already been

making formal outlines, this outline will be a formal version of your previous notes; it lays out your main points and subpoints for your reader. I will provide the template for your outline. It must include the following information:
Introduction

Begin with a short introduction that focuses on the person’s overall contribution and place in history. This is where basic information such as birth, death, geographic residence, etc. can go. 
The last sentence of your introduction will be your thesis statement.

Body Paragraphs

Early Impact 

- Work with Civil Rights organizations, protests, marches, etc.
Awards, Prizes, Honors received

Books published

- Early influences, significant events that affected lives

Middle/Climax of Career 

- Work with Civil Rights organizations, protests, marches, etc.
Awards, Prizes, Honors received

Books published

- Other associations/connections with Civil Rights Movement, significant events that affected lives

- Vision for Civil Rights

3.  Later Years/Twilight of Career or Life

- Work with Civil Rights organizations, protests, marches, etc.
Awards, Prizes, Honors received

Books published

- Other people/movements this person influenced, significant events that affected lives

In addition to the three above body paragraphs, you must include an analysis of something your Civil Rights leader said or wrote. 

*Analysis of Work:

Select something written or said by this person to analyze.

Tie your understanding of the speech/writing to your thesis statement.

Make sure to use specific quotes when making your points.

Conclusion

Close with a final paragraph that sums up the person's contribution and importance.

Step Five: The Rough Draft
A. Format of the paper: The body of your research paper will be approximately at least two full pages, and must follow MLA format (see Research Resources).

B. Parenthetical Citations: When using facts from research (quote or paraphrase)

you MUST use in-text documentation (author’s last name and page #) at the end of each sentence. See research guide for format.
C. The works cited is a list of the works that you actually refer to in your paper. To avoid plagiarism you should make sure to properly cite all sources from which you take facts or ideas from.

Step Six: Edit your paper
Now is the time to perfect your paper. Read through it yourself, read through it aloud, ask someone else to read through it. Take care with making corrections.

The research paper should be submitted stapled in the left corner and contain the following items, in order: Final Draft; Works Cited Page; Notes/Information from Sources. You will receive a sheet with a list of all items that need to be handed in with your research paper, as well as an official due date.

Guidelines/Tips For An Error Free Paper

1. Your paper should be typed, double-spaced, with 1” margins on all sides. Quotations longer than five lines should be single-spaced and indented 10 spaces from the rest of the text.

2. Indent paragraphs. There should not be any extra spaces in between paragraphs.

Font should be size 12, should not be bold, italicized, and should be legible.

3. Number all pages, including the works cited page, in the bottom-center of the page. Your last name should be in the top, right-hand corner of the page, with a ½” margin.

4. Do not use contractions: gonna = going to | can’t = cannot | ain’t = is not | couldn’t = could not
5. Do not use the first-person when writing your essay.

6. Do not start or end your paragraphs with quotations.

7. Use a consistent tense.

8. Do not use abbreviations; write out the whole word. Ex: two instead of 2, California

instead of Cali.

9. Anyways and Anywayz are not words. Slang is not acceptable. Do not use “ya” in

place of “you” – it is only one extra letter so it’s not going to take you that much

longer to write. This is an essay, not a phone call to your best friend.

10. Subject/verb agreement. If you are referring to one person, or if you are referring

to more than one person, make sure your wording reflects that.

11. Watch out for using the appropriate form of a word. Ex: Their, there and they’re. Two, to and too.

12. It’s okay to use the thesaurus, but do not overuse it – make sure you understand the word you are using because not all words in the thesaurus properly match up to the context of the sentence.

13. When editing, watch for common punctuation errors, grammar mistakes, typos, missing words, and any other errors you have lost credit for in the past.

14. Read through your paper!! Spelling/grammar check does not catch all mistakes.

Even read it aloud to see if it “sounds” like it makes sense.
