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Name: ______________________________

Act III. Scene 1

Tybalt:
    Romeo, the hate I bear thee can afford
    No better term than this,--thou art a villain.
Romeo:
    Tybalt, the reason that I have to love thee
    Doth much excuse the appertaining rage
    To such a greeting: villain am I none;
    Therefore farewell; I see thou know’st me not.
Tybalt:
    Boy, this shall not excuse the injuries
    That thou hast done me; therefore turn and draw.
Romeo:
    I do protest, I never injured thee,
    But love thee better than thou canst devise,
    Till thou shalt know the reason of  my love:
    And so, good Capulet,--which name I tender
    As dearly as my own,--be satisfied.
Mercutio:
    O calm, dishonourable, vile submission!
    Alla stoccata carries it away.
 [Draws]
    Tybalt, you rat-catcher, will you walk?
Tybalt:
    What wouldst thou have with me?
Mercutio:
    Good king of  cats, nothing but one of  your nine
    lives; that I mean to make bold withal, and as you
    shall use me hereafter, drybeat the rest of  the
    eight. Will you pluck your sword out of  his pilcher
    by the ears? make haste, lest mine be about your
    ears ere it be out.
Tybalt:
    I am for you.
 [Drawing]
Romeo:
    Gentle Mercutio, put thy rapier up.
Mercutio:
    Come, sir, your passado.
 [They fight]
Romeo:
    Draw, Benvolio; beat down their weapons.
    Gentlemen, for shame, forbear this outrage!
    Tybalt, Mercutio, the prince expressly hath
    Forbidden bandying in Verona streets:
    Hold, Tybalt! good Mercutio!

[Tybalt under Romeo’s arm stabs Mercutio, and flies with his followers.]
Mercutio:
    I am hurt.
    A plague o’ both your houses! I am sped.
    Is he gone, and hath nothing?
Benvolio:
    What, art thou hurt?
Mercutio:
    Ay, ay, a scratch, a scratch; marry, ‘tis enough.
    Where is my page? Go, villain, fetch a surgeon.
 [Exit Page]
Romeo:
    Courage, man; the hurt cannot be much.
Mercutio:
    No, ‘tis not so deep as a well, nor so wide as a
    church-door; but ‘tis enough,’twill serve: ask for
    me to-morrow, and you shall find me a grave man. I
    am peppered, I warrant, for this world. A plague o’
    both your houses! ‘Zounds, a dog, a rat, a mouse, a
    cat, to scratch a man to death! a braggart, a
    rogue, a villain, that fights by the book of
    arithmetic! Why the devil came you between us? I
    was hurt under your arm.
Romeo:
    I thought all for the best.
Mercutio:
    Help me into some house, Benvolio,
    Or I shall faint. A plague o’ both your houses!
    They have made worms’ meat of  me: I have it,
    And soundly too: your houses! 

Questions:
1. Who draws his sword first?

2. Between Romeo, Mercutio, and Tybalt, who is the only one 
who does not draw a sword in this passage?

3. Who asks the fighters to stop?

4. How is Mercutio hurt?

5. What type of  figurative language is used when Mercutio says 
“you shall find me a grave man”?

Romeo and Juliet: Sword Fight
One of  the advantages of  a play over prose writings, such as a novel, is that the actions in the plot can be seen by the audience. 
In a novel the author can only describe the action. An example of   this is the sword fight between Mercutio and Tybalt in 
William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. As the scene opens, Mercutio is in the a public square with Benvolio and some servants 
when Tybalt and his friends arrive. An argument starts, and then the newly-married Romeo arrives.
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Asolar eclipse occurs when the moon comes 
between the Earth and the sun. During an 
eclipse, the moon blocks all or part of the sun. 

A solar eclipse would happen every month if the 
orbits of the Earth and the moon were perfectly 
circular and the moon orbited on the same plane 
as the Earth’s orbit around the sun.  However, the 
Earth’s orbit and the moon’s orbit are not  perfect 
circles. They are both oval shaped, or elliptical. In 
addition, the moon’s orbit is not on the same plane as 
the Earth’s, but is angled at about 5 degrees. These 
orbit characteristics provide fewer opportunities for 
the moon to be in the correct position to block the sun. 
Rather than happening every month, some type of 
solar eclipse happens only two to fi ve times a year.

A total solar eclipse for any give location is even rarer. In a total eclipse, the moon 
completely blocks the sun, leaving only a rim of light called “the ring of fi re.” A total 
eclipse occurs somewhere on Earth about every 18 months. Any one location on Earth, 
however, will only be able to view a total eclipse about every 360 to 410 years.

Write the main idea of the passage in your own words.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Write two supporting ideas for the main idea.

1. __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Find the Main Idea

The moon blocks the sun during 
a solar eclipse in August 2008

Find the Main Idea: Solar Eclipse

Name  ___________________________________
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Name:  ____________________________________________________   Date:  __________________

LESSON 1

The Sentence and Its Functions

The Sentence

From the time you entered school, you probably have been speaking and writing in 
sentences. In the English language, the sentence is the basic unit of meaning.
 A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought. Every 
sentence has two basic parts: a subject and a predicate. The subject tells whom or 
what the sentence is about. The predicate tells information about the subject—what 
the subject is, what the subject does, or what happens to the subject.

example
sentence The experienced detective | asked the suspect several questions.

 (subject) (predicate)

A group of words that does not have both a subject and a predicate is called a 
sentence fragment. A sentence fragment does not express a complete thought.

examples
sentence fragment  The newspaper carrier.
   (The fragment does not have a predicate. The group 

of words does not answer the question What did the 
newspaper carrier do?)

sentence fragment  Flung the morning edition.
   (The fragment does not have a subject. The group of 

words does not answer the question Who flung the 
morning edition?)

sentence fragment  Onto the front porch.
   (The fragment does not have a subject or predicate. The 

group of words does not tell what the sentence is about 
or tell what the subject does.)

complete sentence   The newspaper carrier flung the morning edition onto 
the front porch.

E X E R C I S E 1

Identifying Sentences and Sentence Fragments

Identify each of the following groups of words as either a complete sentence or a 
sentence fragment. Write S for sentence or F for fragment.

_____  1. Reading the instruction manual now will prevent future problems.

_____  2. Will prevent tooth decay and cavities.

_____  3. Creative writing can be an enjoyable and meaningful way to express yourself.
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_____  4. As seen on television.

_____  5. Scuba is a commonly used acronym.

_____  6. A driving experience you will never forget.

_____  7. In addition to the broccoli and cauliflower.

_____  8. I forgot the keys!

_____  9. Cleaned the kitchen after the party guests left.

_____  10. Gina filleted the catfish with a sharp knife.

E X E R C I S E 2

Understanding Sentences and Their Basic Parts

Some of the following groups of words are missing a subject or predicate or 
both. On the lines provided, write what part is missing, then revise the sentence 
to include the missing part. If the group of words contains both a subject and a 
predicate, write sentence.

example
Wearily down the road.
(subject and predicate missing; The old mare trudged wearily down the road.)

 1. Was very hungry after school and band practice.

 2. Candice slipped on the icy sidewalk.

 3. Believed he had discovered the secret formula.

 4. During a long, monotonous lecture.

 5. Every Saturday Mr. Neet mowed his lawn and trimmed the hedges.

 6. The frosty windowpane.

 7. All along the winding brick road.
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 8. It can be a difficult situation to deal with.

 9. Requiring a bucket of oats and half a bale of hay each day.

 10. The afternoon held many wonderful surprises for Kate.

E X E R C I S E 3

Using Complete Sentences in Your Writing

Write a paragraph for an article in your student newspaper, in which you describe 
an issue at school that you want to see addressed, such as healthier food choices in 
the cafeteria or longer breaks between classes. Why is the issue a problem? What 
can be done to resolve the issue to the benefit of the student body? Make sure that 
each sentence in your paragraph contains a subject and a predicate.

Functions of Sentences

There are four different kinds of sentences: declarative, interrogative, imperative, 
and exclamatory. Each kind of sentence has a different purpose. You can vary the 
tone and mood of your writing by using the four different sentence types. Read 
the example sentences aloud and notice how your voice changes to express each 
sentence’s different meaning.

• A declarative sentence makes a statement. It ends with a period.
example
Samantha is in the backyard trying to repair the lawnmower.

• An interrogative sentence asks a question. It ends with a question mark.
example
Will she be joining you for supper later tonight?

•  An imperative sentence gives an order or makes a request. It ends with a period 
or an exclamation point. An imperative sentence has an understood subject, most 
often you.

examples
(You) Please take a glass of lemonade to her.
(You) Ask Samantha how much longer she will be working.
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 1.  

 2.  

 3.  

 4.  

 5.  

 6.  

 7.  

 8.  

 9.  

 10.  

•  An exclamatory sentence expresses strong feeling. It ends with an exclamation point.
example
Samantha is a wizard at fixing lawnmowers!

E X E R C I S E 4

Identifying Different Kinds of Sentences in Literature

Identify each of the ten numbered sentences in the passage as declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, or exclamatory. Write your answers on the corresponding lines below. 

1But she hugged them to her bosom, and at length she was able to look up with 
dim eyes and a smile and say: “My hair grows so fast, Jim!”
 2And then Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”
 3Jim had not yet seen his beautiful present. 4She held it out to him eagerly 
upon her open palm. 5The dull precious metal seemed to flash with a reflection of 
her bright and ardent spirit.
 6“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? 7I hunted all over town to find it. 8You’ll have to look at 
the watch a hundred times a day now. 9Give me your watch. 10I want to see how it 
looks on it.”

from “The Gift of the Magi,” page 138
O. Henry

E X E R C I S E 5

Understanding the Functions of Sentences

Identify the following sentences as declarative, imperative, interrogative, or 
exclamatory. Then revise each sentence according to the directions in parentheses.

example
Did the neighbors return yet from their European vacation? (Change into a 
declarative sentence.)
(interrogative; declarative: The neighbors returned from their European vacation.)

 1. Will Huck have time to paint the fence today? (Change into a declarative sentence.)

0001-0083_Gr09_Gram&Style_5p.indd   40001-0083_Gr09_Gram&Style_5p.indd   4 4/29/09   1:28:37 PM4/29/09   1:28:37 PM



5© EMC Publishing, LLC LEVEL IV, UNIT 1Exceeding the Standards: Grammar & Style

 2. You finished the job already! (Change into an interrogative sentence.)

 3. Apologize for your rude behavior. (Change into a declarative sentence.)

 4. Joel can see how well constructed the house is. (Change into an imperative sentence.)

 5. Where is the garter snake in the vegetable garden? (Change into an exclamatory sentence.)

 6. He drew the window blinds and turned off the lights. (Change into an interrogative sentence.)

 7. Burglars stole the valuable painting above the fireplace. (Change into an exclamatory sentence.)

 8. I can’t believe the chain broke! (Change into a declarative sentence.)

 9. Hit the brakes! (Change into a declarative sentence.)

 10. Mr. Jarvis sent the annoying children away. (Change into an interrogative sentence.)

E X E R C I S E 6

Using Different Kinds of Sentences in Your Writing

Create a fictional villain for a short story, and write a descriptive paragraph about 
him or her. Include features, such as physical traits and personality characteristics, 
as well as a description of the villain’s one honorable trait. Your paragraph may be 
either serious or humorous. Use all four kinds of sentences in your paragraph. Then 
take turns with your classmates reading your paragraphs aloud. 
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Inclement Weather Math Packet #2 
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Sounds 

Every day, we experience sound in our environment, such as the sounds from television and radio, household 
appliances, and traffic. Normally, these sounds are at safe levels that don't damage our hearing. But sounds can be 
harmful when they are too loud, even for a brief time, or when they are both loud and long-lasting. These sounds can 
damage sensitive structures in the inner ear and cause noise-induced hearing loss. 

Jordan decided to research a few sounds he had heard to determine how loud they were. 
(graph 1) 
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Loudness ol Sounds 

Loudness (dB) 

1. About how loud is a jet engine? ______ _ 
2. About how loud is a subway train? ______ _ 

• • • [II 
[JI 
[] 

• [11 

• DI 

Jet Engine 
Loud Talking 
Subway Train 
Loud Music 
Street Traffic 
Space Shuttle 
Average Home 
Classroom 
Whisper 
Dry leaves 
Jackhammer 

3. How much louder is a jet engine than a subway train? _ _ ____ _ 
4. How many sounds did Jordan observe? ______ _ 
5. What is the quietest sound he listened to? ______ _ 

When he was researching, he learned that dB stands for decibels and measures the 
loudness of sound. The average human can hear anything above O dB. Hearing damage 
begins to occur at 85 db. The louder the sound, the faster the hearing damage. 

6. Based on the passage and graph, which of the sounds on this graph can cause damage to hearing if you are 
exposed to the sound for a period of time? (There will be more than one answer.) 

7. Which sounds are louder than street traffic but quieter than a jet engine? 



8. Based on the graph, which sounds have a loudness of about 120 decibels? ______ _ 
Investigation 1 

Jordan decided to do a few experiments on sound so he could learn more. Jordan wanted to test the loudness of his 
refrigerator, his brother talking, the traffic from his street, his mp3 player, and the house alarm siren on his security 
system. He knew his distance from the source of the sound and the length of time he was exposed to the sound were 
important factors in getting accurate results. Jordan got a decibel meter from his teacher. He used a meter stick to 
make sure he was the same distance from the sound each time he measured the loudness of the sounds of his items. 
He decided to measure 2 meters from the edge of the object to the decibel meter. 

Investigation 1 Table 1 

Sound Decibels 

refrigerator 45 

brother talking 60 

traffic from street 85 

mp3 player on maximum volume 105 

security system alarm at house 120 

In a second round of experiments, he decided he would try covering the decibel meter with ear muffs like he would 
cover his own ears to see if that made a difference on the loudness of the sounds he heard. 

Investigation 2 Table 2 

Sound Decibels 

refrigerator 35 

brother talking 50 

traffic from street 75 

mp3 player on maximum volume 95 

security system alarm at house 110 

9. How was Jordan's experiment different in the second investigation than in the first investigation? 

10. According to the graph (graph 1) and Investigation table 1, which of the items in Jordan's first investigation had 
the closest decibel measurement to the subway train? _ ____________ _ 

11. According to the text and investigation table 1, Which items from Jordan's 1st investigation could cause hearing 
damage or loss? 



M12. Compare investigation table one and investigation table 2 to explain what adding the ear muffs to the decibel 
meter did to Jordan's results? (Include 2 pieces of evidence) 

13. In investigation 1, if Jordan turned his mp3 on low, would his decibel sound be 
a. 105 dB 
b. less than 105 dB 
c. more than 110 db 
d. between 95 dB and 105 dB 

14. Which of the following would be a correct model for how Jordan measured the sound in his invest igation 1? 

b.J 
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