Project 1:
Shakespeare’s Life

Through research, answer the following questions:

1. How might ancestral stories have influenced young Shakespeare?

2. Which plays reflect themes and traits found in Shakespeare’s family tree?

3. Why might traveling actors have appealed to a boy like Shakespeare?

4. What types of market and commercial images appear in Shakespeare?

5. What roles do farm images play in his work?

6. Why would a young man leave his family in Stratford and go to London to make a living?

7. Which rumors about Shakespeare’s life seem most realistic?  What do such stories suggest about Shakespeare’s character and reputation?

Research Project:  Choose One

In an essay:  12 pt. font, times new roman, double spaced, MLA or APA documentation style, two pages or more.  Include a works cited page.  A cover page is not necessary.  It may include pictures (proper documentation is required and essay will exceed two page minimum).
Other format:  bring your idea to the instructor for approval—a written explanation/description or project will be required.

A. Explore possible links between dates of actors’ visits to Stratford and events in Shakespeare’s life.

B. Why do you suppose so little information exists about Anne Hathaway?  Look up records about the sixteenth-century Hathaway family.  Compare findings to what we know of Shakespeare’s wife and marriage.

C. What role did children play in Shakespeare’s writing?  How might his marriage and family have influenced those images?

D. Why do readers continue to enjoy Shakespeare’s writing today?  Which of his themes are universal?  Why are his works more popular than those by writers like Ben Jonson or Christopher Marlowe?
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