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SUMMARY 

Gecko, Terence, and Arjay are all serving time in a juvenile detention center until they get a second chance at an experimental half-way house that is run by a former juvenile delinquent by the name of Douglas Healy. One night Healy is knocked unconscious trying to break up a fight between the boys, afraid of what might happen the boys drop Healy off at the Emergency room and run away. When Healy awakes he has lost his memory. Afraid that they will be sent back to detention the boys decide to go through their normal routine of school, community service, and therapy until Healy’s memory returns.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

English Language Arts
· A creative alternative to a book report would be an assignment that requires students to create a childhood for a character. The Read Write Think web site provides a wonderful lesson plan that could jump start more ideas to be used with The Juvie Three.  Students could complete this assignment alone or the teacher could put students in cooperative groups.  Since the three main characters had really hard and difficult childhoods it would be interesting to hear how students would change and manipulate the characters alternate lives. All of the support characters could be used as well to provide variety for creativity in this lesson. The lesson title is “Book Report Alternative: Creating a Childhood for a Character” at the link listed below.
6th Grade GLE 4, 24, & 40. 7th Grade GLE 2& 9.
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-a-958.html                                                                                                                                           
· Another language arts lesson would require students to compare/contrast the book Slam! to the The Juvie Three. Other lesson ideas for the book Slam! are available at the education web site listed below. The lesson plan includes ideas that would incorporate social studies, English, math, and art. Also some lesson ideas are available for health/physical education regarding Slam!. The ideas could be adapted to and used for assignments and reading extensions on The Juvie Three. Of course, the teacher would need to assign the reading of these two books before the lessons could begin. 
7th Grade GLE 2, 7, 17, & 18.  8th Grade GLE 7, 17, 18, & 22.

http://faculty.salisbury.edu/~elbond/slam.htm     

Math/Home Economics

· Students will create a weekly/monthly budget that would allow them to survive in a neighborhood similar to the one in which the teens in The Juvie Three lived or a budget that would allow them to survive in their local area. The budget must include rent/lease housing, transportation, food, etc.  Also students would make meal plans and budgets for each meal plan they create. The students would use Occupation Outlook Handbook online to find jobs that would be of interest to them and that would provide an acceptable income.  The acceptable income would pay the bills for the mock weekly/monthly budget they create for themselves. An extension to this lesson activity would be to have the student look at possible jobs in the local area that are available to them and compare the pay checks/income to the adult jobs they choose in the Occupation Outlook Handbook.  
Occupation Outlook Handbook

http://www.bls.gov/OCO/ 
Money Instructor.com
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/lessonplans.asp
Music/Science

· Arjay is almost famous because of his ability to play exceptionally well on the guitar in a Punk Rock group. Due to music being a large part of Arjay’s character and role in The Juvie Three the teacher could use this PBS web site for an overview and three lessons related to music and science.  

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/musicinstinct/education/lesson-plans-overview/15/ 

Service Learning

· Gecko Fosse becomes a volunteer at Yorktown Medical Center so he can keep a daily check on Douglas Healy. So a good extension lesson related to this book would be to instruct students to look up information on possible volunteer programs for the area they live in compared to New York City’s volunteer program opportunities.
http://www.servicelearning.org 
· An interesting lesson on service learning titled “Crit Lit for Kids: From Critical Consciousness to Service Learning” available at the Read Write Think web site.

The instructional plan for the lesson suggests the use of the book A Chair for My Mother but also suggest another book could be used for this lesson as well. Along with providing a time frame of 11 sessions/lessons detailed information on how to proceed with teaching each lesson is provided as well. The lesson will conclude with the cooperative groups of students presenting their groups photo story show of their service learning project.  
 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/crit-kids-from-critical-1040.html 
GLE=Grade Level Expectancy
Source: Louisiana Department of Education

http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What happens in chapter 1 that causes Gecko to get in trouble? Write a one paragraph summary of the events that takes Gecko from his home.

2. The book is about three boys, Gecko is one of the three main characters. Who are the other two boys and why are they in the same place with Gecko?

3. Who is Douglas Healy and what happens to him? How do the three Juvies react to this incident?  Do they help Mr. Healy, and how do they accomplish this task? 

4. How do the boys manage to make things look normal as though Mr. Healy is still with them?  How do they buy food and take care of themselves? 

5. Who is the Juvie that has an extremely rich girl friend and what is her name? How do you know her family is extremely wealthy? How does this Juvie meet her and how does she help him and Mr. Healy later in the story?
6. Do the boys learn something from these experiences of taking care of themselves in responsible ways?  Do they change and grow and as a result become better people?  
WEB SITES

Read Write Think

http://www.readwritethink.org/ 
A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help students complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grades bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 

Slam!

http://faculty.salisbury.edu/~elbond/slam.htm 

The Slam! web site has great curriculum connection ideas, web activities links, and a list of related books.  Also a listing of other related web sites is available at this Salisbury Education book study site.    

Occupation Outlook Handbook Online

http://www.bls.gov/OCO/
The information found on the Occupation Outlook Handbook web site is compiled by the U.S. Bureau of Labor.
Money Instructor 
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/lessonplans.asp
The Money Instructor site offers a wide variety of resources on teaching students about money. The topics cover everything from an introduction to money all the way to investments and economics.

How to create a budget lesson plan?

http://www.ehow.com/how_5035579_create-budget-lesson-plans.html
A guide for creating a lesson on budgeting is available at this web site.
Fantastic Fiction – The Juvie Three
http://www.fantasticfiction.co.uk/k/gordon-korman/juvie-three.htm
A summary of The Juvie Three is available at this web site along with several related titles. 
Gordon Korman’s Website

http://www.gordonkorman.com/
Gordon Korman’s author web site is available at this URL.  The topics range from his biography, to questions and answers, information on his school visits and discussions about his books.
PBS

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/musicinstinct/education/lesson-plans-overview/15/ 

The PBS web site has this link to a multi-part lesson that relates music to science to help students understand the science of music.  
Service Learning

http://www.servicelearning.org 
The Service Learning web site provides a complete description of, examples of service learning, and resources for service learning. Lesson plan ideas are also available at this web site.   
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