Mat-Su 5-8 grade Solo and Ensemble Info. -Teacher Info

Feb. 24, 2023 at CMS (3:00 PM till 6:00 PM)
Updated on 6/16/22
Criteria for competing:

1. Students must prepare a piece (no sight reading!!) for performance. 


2. Students must have all parts covered that are required (if a piano is need, 


please have that.)


3. Students must provide an original part for the judge that has measures 



numbered.


4. Teachers can alter parts to fit a child, but all changes need to be marked on 


the judge’s original copy.


5. The contest is for any music student (grades 5-8) with string, brass, woodwind 

or percussion instrument and vocal.  I will try to get someone with some 


background in classical guitar (no heavy metal rock band) as well.  The 


choice of music is up to the student and teacher.  No student may 



participate without a signature of a music teacher (that can be a school 


music teacher or private music teacher). (student must live in Mat-Su!!!!)


6. An ensemble performing can only have students that are in grades 5-8 



participating.  No high school students are allowed  to participate.  



Accompanist on piano can be any age.


7.  Colony Middle School percussion (for use) includes the following items:



2 SD, 1 BD, 1 Vibe, 2 xylo, 1 bell (2 1/2 octave),  3 timp. (23’’, 26’’, 29’’),



1 temple block set, 1 conga set, 1 bongo set, 2 tamb., 2 triangles (sm & 


med), 1 wind chime, 1 bell tree, 1 drum set, 1 10’’ sus. cym, 2 20’’ ride 


cym,  shakers, casaba, wood block, 1 set of crash cym, brake drum, gong, 

1 African agogo bells. 


8. Students may participate for rates (I-IV with I=superior, II=excellent, III=good, 


IV=needs improvement) or receive just comments only (see ratings 


section below).  


9. Soloist will be expected to perform 1 scale (they can use music) (see rating 


sheet).  Scales can be any tempo as long as they are played steady and 


accurately.  For Snare Drum solos, a list of Rudiments are used instead 


of scales.  They are listed on the ratings sheet and a copy of the 



Standard of Excellence Book 3 score (pg 590-591) has it written out.  


Keep in mind that as the students get older, the Rudiments for younger 


grades may also be used.  For Mallet soloist, they will be following the 


scales listed for winds. 


10. Please keep piece to less than 4 minutes so that there is time for lesson.  


Time slots will be 12 minutes (10 minutes to perform and lesson and 2 


minutes for writing)


11. Ensembles must have only 1 player on a part (example is a trio only has 3 


players).  Only exception is if a part has split pitches as part of it.  Vocal 


ensembles can have up to 3 people on a part as long  the performance 


group needs to have support and this is consistent in all parts (3 people 


on Alto, 3 people on Soprano).  There can be no adult conductor for 7th 


and 8th grade groups (conductor can be used for 5th and 6th grade).


12. Students need to be at their performance room 10 minutes before 



performing.  If the student is not there, they may lose their time for 

another student who is switching times.  If you know of changes, please 

inform the room clerk of these changes.


13. Students may participate up to different 3 events total.

Dates to keep in mind:

1. Registration forms will be out to school by the end of August. 


2. Registration forms must be at Colony Middle School by Feb. 2, 2023.  Fees 


for both solo or ensemble will be $10.00.  Checks can be made out to 


Colony Middle School Music Boosters.  The money will be used to pay 

judges and ribbons.  I will be very strict on this date, because I will need 

time to schedule and I many have to adjust the number of judges that will 

be needed for this event. (NOTE: there will be no refund on money once 

sent to CMS).  If you can send one check for all groups, that would be the 

easiest.  I’ll get back to you on that.


3. Times for performance, maps, and general information should be out to 



schools the week of Feb. 6, 2023.


4. Contest will be on Feb. 254, 2023 starting at 3:00 PM till about 6:00 PM.  Due 

to numbers, I will try my very best to space the schedule out so that 

teachers can get to the rooms of each of their students. 


5. If you have changes, you can get those to me ASAP.  It will be possible to 


move people around, but the sooner I know, the better.

Rating and Ribbons:

1. Rating will be I-IV (I=superior, II=excellent, III=good, IV=needs improvement). 


There will be ribbons given to students receiving a I, II, or III.  Teachers 


can also have their students receive Comments Only (CO) rating.  There 


will be no ribbon given out to IV or CO ratings.  Teacher can have their 


students change from a I-IV rating to CO at any time before the 



performance.  


2. Ratings will be geared to student grades (see attachment).


3.  Students will be disqualified for the following reasons:



a. Not providing an original copy to the judge (students can use photos)



b. Not having judge copy numbered (all measures).



c. Not attending event at the given time (please note, if a clerk knows, 



times can be changed to avoid problems).



d. Damaging or any other vandalism to CMS and/or the school grounds.



e. For being disruptive during or in the performance areas and rooms at 



any time during the entire event (yes they can lose their score 



even after receiving it).


4. For ratings for ensembles, the average age will be the criteria for ratings 



(example: flute trio with 1 6th grader, 1 7th grader, and 1 8th grader 

will be rated at a 7th grade criteria)

General Rules and info:

1. Students must have an adult with them at all times during the time they are at 


CMS.  (any damage, and that student will be responsible for cost of 


damages).


2. All events are open to public to listen to.


3. Students and adults need to be quiet in performance areas and rooms.


4. Warm-up room will be the small gyms (Please keep them clean) (no food 

allowed).  The band room will be for Piano warm-ups (if not in use)


5. CMS is not responsible for lost or stolen items.  Lost and found will be in the 


concession area.


6. No food allowed in performance areas.


7. Because we will be using classrooms, students and adults need to leave 


classroom teachers materials alone.  


8. Ratings will be posted in the lunch room.  Comment sheets will be available 


in a room for music teachers to pick-up only.  There will be folders for 


each school listed.


9.  There will be snacks available for teachers and judges a room.  We will also 


try to provide lunch for judges and teachers. 


10.  We will be needing full size electric pianos for the rooms.


11.  I have a tool box for minor repairs if something goes wrong.

12.  If you have any questions, call me at 761-1517 (W) or 746-0646 (H).

Grading will be on the following categories:   Scale, Appearance and Posture, Tempo, Pitch, Rhythm, Dynamics, Articulation or Diction, Technique, Phrasing, Overall Performance (meaning anything else that is not covered in the other categories).  Each category will be graded 1-10pts with 10pts being the highest.  This will total up to 100 pts.  Rating will be the following system:



90-100 points: I Rating



80-89 points: II Rating



70-79 points: III Rating



0-69 points: IV Rating

There will be room for comments to be added as well so that the student can use this sheet for future musical goals.  For Comment Only student, there will be no points listed in any category, just comments.

NOTE: If the teacher/student chooses a rating for the entry when registering, it can be changed to Comments Only up until the performance has started.  If a teacher/student chooses Comments Only when registering, this can not be changed at all.

Included in this packet is the following info:


1. Teacher info sheet 

2. Student info sheet 

3. Soloist registration form 

4. Ensemble registration form

5. Criteria grading sheet 

6. Copy of the snare drum rudiments
