
7th Grade Summer Reading 2021

EXPECTED READING

Crash by Jerry Spinelli
Cocky seventh-grade super-jock Crash Coogan got his nickname the day he used his first football helmet to knock his

cousin Bridget flat on her backside. And he has been running over people ever since, especially Penn Webb, the dweeby,
vegetarian Quaker kid who lives down the block. Through the eyes of Crash, readers get a rare glimpse into the life of a bully in this
unforgettable and beloved story about stereotypes and the surprises life can bring.

SUGGESTED READING - Challenge yourself!  How many can you read over the summer?
Petey by Ben Michaelson

In 1922, at the age of two, Petey's distraught parents commit him to the state's insane asylum, unaware that their son is
actually suffering from severe cerebral palsy. Bound by his wheelchair and struggling to communicate with the people around him,
Petey finds a way to remain kind and generous despite the horrific conditions in his new "home." Through the decades, he befriends
several caretakers but is heartbroken when each eventually leaves him. Determined not to be hurt again, he vows to no longer let
hope of lifelong friends and family torment him.

That changes after he is moved into a nursing home and meets a young teen named Trevor Ladd; he sees something in
the boy and decides to risk friendship one last time. Trevor, new to town and a bit of a loner, is at first weary of the old man in the
wheelchair. But after hearing more of his story, Trevor learns that there is much more to Petey than meets the eye.

Petey is a touching story of friendship, discovery, and the uplifting power of the human spirit.

The Red Kayak by Priscilla Cumming
Brady loves life on the Chesapeake Bay with his friends J.T. and Digger. But developers and rich families are moving into

the area, and while Brady befriends some of them, like the DiAngelos, his parents and friends are bitter about the changes. Tragedy
strikes when the DiAngelos’ kayak overturns in the bay, and Brady wonders if it was more than an accident. Soon, Brady discovers
the terrible truth behind the kayak’s sinking, and it will change the lives of those he loves forever. Priscilla Cummings deftly weaves a
suspenseful tale of three teenagers caught in a wicked web of deception.

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of

“Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer.
The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first.

Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and
desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery
Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love.

New Kid by Jerry Craft
Jordan loves to draw – especially cartoons. Denied the chance to go to art school by his parents, he is sent to an

upmarket academic school away from his friends. Jordan has to find a new path and adapt to his new surroundings. A graphic novel
– this will appeal to reluctant middle school readers.

A Place to Belong by Cynthia Kadohata
An insightful chapter book that covers a less well known period of history. A Japanese / American family released from

internment after WW2 are pressured to revoke their US citizenship and return to Japan. Bewildered, hurt, and confused over her
identity, young Hana finds herself living near Hiroshima with her elderly grandparents. Starvation, disease and the difficulty of coping
with an unfamiliar Japanese culture awaken Hana to the realities of war.

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
When Winnie Foster stumbles upon a fountain of eternal youth she thinks all her prayers are answered. But then she

meets a family who drank from the spring water. Will she decide to live forever? Will she keep the magic water secret? A modern
classic and an ideal seventh-grade group reader.

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt
Told over the course of one year between 1967 and 1968 in Long Island, this novel follows Holling, a seventh-grader who

juggles his home life, getting into trouble at school and growing up amid the backdrop of the Vietnam War. Great to read in one
sitting.

Watership Down by Richard Adams
An atmospheric quest story about a group of rabbits fleeing from danger to danger in search of a peaceful and safe life.

When Fiver, Hazel, Bigwig, and friends think they’ve found the perfect location, events take a turn for the worse. An ideal 7th grade
reading book for more advanced students



The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
A stunning story, set entirely in verse, about two brothers who compete against each other in life and on the basketball

court. Gripping and ideal for reluctant readers.

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
A multi-award-winning middle-grade fantasy novel about Xan, a girl who breaks a sacred tradition and feeds a baby bound

for sacrifice with moonlight. As a result, the child grows to become extraordinarily powerful with dangerous magical abilities.

Snow White by Matt Phelan
A highly engaging graphic novel film noir style retelling of the Snow White tale. Set in 1930s New York, Samantha White

has come home after years of exile, protected by seven street urchins. With vibrant artwork, this book is great for reluctant
seventh-grade readers.

Trials of Apollo by RIck Riordan
Cast down from Mouth Olympus by his angry father Zeus, Apollo finds himself fending for himself as a regular teen boy in

New York. A regular teen with no superhuman powers. Can he ever make it up with his father and return to the gods?

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
After years of saving and waiting, Billy buys two pups, Old Dan and Little Ann. Soon he feels invincible, exploring the

Ozarks with his stellar hunting dogs. But danger lurks just around the corner. This modern classic is a perfect easy reader for 7th
grade.

Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer
The year is 793 in a quiet Saxon settlement. When Viking Berserkers appear from the mist and kidnap 11-year-old Jack,

he and his sister are thrown into an epic quest with Olaf One-Brow.

The Girl with the Ghost Machine by Lauren DeStegano
A fun and an easier read for children in grade 7. When Emmaline’s mother dies suddenly, her father Monsieur Beaumont

tries to build a ghost machine. But when he spends longer and longer on the machine, Emmaline decides she must either destroy it
or make it work herself.

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynold Naylor
When Marty finds a stray dog in the woods, the beagle soon becomes the most important part of his life. But when he

discovers who the dog ran away from, will the dangerous secret become too much for Marty to bear? A moving story that is perfect
for less confident readers.

The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainani
Sophie and Agatha are sent to the school for Good and Evil where students are trained to be heroes and villains. A highly

original and enchanting series of stories which intertwine characters into fairy tales from which they must try to escape. Fast-paced –
these books are ideal for less confident readers.

The Maze Runner by James Dashner
Thomas knows who he is, but that’s it. Finding himself trapped in a walled encampment he has to choose friends and

alliances carefully to survive the dangers of the maze. Thrilling and edgy, this story will appeal to reluctant readers. A captivating
read for any 7th-grade reading group.

The Absolute Value of Mike by Kathryn Erskine
Mike wants to relate to his dad, but that’s hard when his dad is obsessed with math. When Mike agrees to stay with

relatives for the summer vacation to appease his father, he cannot imagine the adventure that awaits. A great story about the human
condition.

Freakling by Lana Krumwiede
In this dark dystopian fantasy, Taemon unexpectedly loses his power to move objects with his mind – a power everyone in

his world has. Faced with shame, discrimination and worse, how can he stop people from finding out? Or will the exile he fears turn
out better than he could have imagined?

Descriptions and more book options can be found at:
https://k-12readinglist.com/reading-lists-for-middle-school-children/reading-list-for-7th-grade-students-age-12-13/

https://k-12readinglist.com/reading-lists-for-middle-school-children/reading-list-for-7th-grade-students-age-12-13/

