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Lesson 1 Principles of the Constitution

R

ESSENTIAL Q&%&ﬁ?l@?@ /Terms to Know
. - popular sovereignty belief that the

- government is subject to the people's wili

- Hmited government a government with

- limited powers strictly defined by law

- enumerated power power belonging only

_ p!&*s @fggy@rﬂmﬂﬁg ¢ o the federal government
Coare saa‘: farm by the Constitution? reserved power paower belonging only to
2. Mow iz tﬂ‘w Cﬁnstﬁtﬂt&nﬁ able to - the states
. change over time? L concerrent power power shared by the

- federal and state governments

| separation of powers didsion of powers
= armong the branches of government to

- make sure 1o branch has too much power
- implied power power not specifically

here in the W@?E@ | stated in the Constitution, but suggested in

ats far;guaq¢
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Ouyr Constitution

The United States Constitulion sets up our country's
government, s based on seven main ideas: (1) popular
sovereigrly, (2} a repubfican fomm of governmaeant,

(33 limited government, (4] federalism, (5} separation of
powers, (&) chacks and balances, and {7) individual rights.

The Constitution beging with the words "We the People,”
Those words, "We the Peaple * are the basic ides of our

government—that the peopie have the right 1o FHIVEST
themselves. The idea that the peopie control the powers of
governmeant is known as poplar sovereignty.

The Constitution sets up 2 system of aovernment in
which the people ride by electing, or choosing,
representatives. This is called a republic. The alected
representatives make laws and carry out other government
functions for all the people,

The peaple who wrote the Constitution knew the United
States needed o strong government, They aiso knew it wasg
bnportant fo limit the power of the government. Qtherwise,
the government might taike away people’s rights or faver
certain groups. To avold this, the Constitution sets up a
lmited government, which means that the government's
powers are clzanly defined. A limited government has only
the powers that the peonle give it

The Constitution also divides power between the ctate
governme 1ws and the national, or faderal, government. This
5 -alled federslismy, Under the Constitut on, the
ff sriera! tfogammww has some powers, and the states have
othier powers, Certain powers are shared by both the
federat and the state govermments.

Fowsrs that belong to the federal government are calied
snwmarated powers. Th incivde coiring-—or prinfing—
money, regutating intersts sndd Foreign trads,
rmalntainmg armed forces, s r{.'-atmu federal courts.

All powers not glven to th e federal govarnrment are kept
by the states, 'E”‘rww are catherdd e srvedd powers. The
include satting « -
laws, ang aui‘ﬁi:r{.s!i?f".f_
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Lesson 1 Principles of the Constitution, continued

Explauing

L. What is the purpose
of the 115,
Constitution?

Z. What is a republic?

Analyzing

3. Why is it mportani:
bo ivmit a
government's
DOWERS?

Mark the Text. d
4. Underine the B
defipition of £

enumerated
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Laesson 1 Principles of the Constitution, continued

Federal State
Identifying government governments
7. List ithe {hreeg S
branches of
govemment

Enumerated Concurrent | Reserved
powers powers powers

Reading .
Check | N e s e
The Constitution slse includes rules to make sure that no

person or group geis oo much power, One ruje is called
the separation of powers. This refers to the way the
Constitution divides powers amiong three branches of
government: legislative, executive, and Judicial, Each

- brarich 'has a different roje

B. What is the purpose
af the system of
checks and
balances?

Another constitutional protection comes from a system
of checks and balances, This means each branch can
prevent the other branchey from becoming too powerful.
Each branch 5 given certain powers that car it the
Mark the Text - other branches.

9, What Ic the Bill of ' The Constitution alse

Rights? Underline righits are the bas !
the sniswer i the day, The BHEl of Rights, m* =<§a 32 Lhi th m cﬁii‘i{ki.\,ﬁh wnis o

roxt, - the Constitution, Bsts many of these important freedoms.

These fnclude freedom of religion, freedom of speech, the
Listing r‘ii_;.?jt Ter & ;-,;zfza::r.éy'ami public trial, and freedem frorm "cruel
and unusus” sunishiment,

1. List three important
rights mentionsd in

the Bill of Rights, Amendin &?‘Eﬁ Constitution

The Constity araended, or chan
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tesson 1 Principles of the Constitution

AMEMDMENT IS & TWO-STEP PROCESS

STEP 1 BTER 2:
Hroposal Ratification

Congress can Seates must

DrOHISE. ratify (sporove). CONSTITUTIONAL
" T AMENDMENT
154 Thres-fourths

of the states

States can HIst aproves,

it is not easy to amend the Constitution. Even though
people have proposed hundreds of amendments, only 27
hiave heen ratified,

Among those 27, there have been many importand
amendments. Some of themn have given more peopla the
right to vate. For example, the Fifteenth Amendmant said
that African American men can vole. The Ningteenth
Amendment gave women the right to vote. The Twenty-
Gixth Amendment chaniged the vofing age o 18,

Tha Constitution can also chanae in another way. Rs

words can be interpreted, or undarstood, i different ways.
For example, one saction says that Congress may “make al
Laws which shall be necessary and proper” o carey out its

duties, Another alfows Congress to “ragulate Cornmercs

T

with foraign Nations, and among the severs! States.” Theze

clauses give Congress implied powers--powers that are
suggested even though they are not stated clearly.

A

Check for Understanding

What words woubt vou use o describe the main
igeas, or principgles, of the Constitution?

Lint the bwo ways that the Constitution can be
changed, How many changes have been added to
the Constitution?
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; Continued

Tdentifving

L. Whnat are the two
steps U takes o
arnend the
Constitution?

Reading
Chieck

12 How many
gmandrmeants to the
Constituiion have
actualy been
ratificd?

Mark the Text

i3.Underiine the
definition of impfied
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o the
aotied line o cover
€ henk for
Understanding,

Wiiter the fitle The
ey oy Bl
gz

weds or phrases
YOk remiemiber
ahout vach,




