Reading Check Sample Questions: 7th Grade “Three Skeleton Key,” 
Reading Comprehension 

1).How did the small island off the coast of Guiana get  the name Three Skeleton Key?

2). Why did the narrator decide to work in such an isolated place?

3). Why does the Dutch ship sail so strangely in front of  the lighthouse?

4). How does the ship’s unusual cargo threaten the lighthouse keepers?

5). What doe the lighthouse keepers do to try to save themselves from the rats?

6). How are the lighthouse keepers finally rescued? 

Interpretations 

1). Early in the story the narrator explains how Three Skeleton Key got its name. How does this foreshadow the danger that the three lighthouse keepers will face later on?

2). On the fourth day of the invasion, a wooden window frame in the lighthouse sags inward. How does this incident increase suspense? What other details created suspense?
3). The three characters in the lighthouse respond differently to the invasion. Describe the three men’s reactions to the rats invasion of the lighthouse. Which character (if any) do you identify with?

Evaluation


1). The writer Issac Asimov once said “ When I was a lad I found myself fearfully attracted to stories that scared me. Don’t ask why- I hate being scared, but I didn’t mind, as long as I knew in my heart that I was safe.” Do you enjoy tales of terror like “Three Skeleton Key?” Explain why or why not. 

Writing
         “ A Dark and Stormy Night”

1). Much of the suspense in “Three Skeleton Key,” comes from the fact that the characters are completely isolated. A lonely, forsaken island is a perfect setting for a horror story. Write a brief description of another good setting for a horror story. Look back at your Quickwrite notes for more ideas. Consider these features of a setting: sounds, sights, smells, time of day, weather, animal life, names. 
