Dance Syllabus

Oakridge Middle School
Dear parents:


Welcome to Oakridge Middle School’s dance program! My name is Ms. Edens and I am very excited to be working with your child during their dance experience this year. In this class students will explore dance elements, multiple dance genres, history and culture, choreography, healthful living, and learn how to express themselves through dance.  This class will help students enhance their critical thinking skills, coordination, strength and flexibility, as well as promote a healthy lifestyle.  If you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact me by e-mail Kaitlyn.edens@clover.k12.sc.us, by phone at 810-8016. I hope that together we can encourage each student to take a positive approach to dance and all it has to offer!

Participation and General Classroom Procedures


Daily participation in dance class will be an essential part of the student’s final grade. Students will not be able to achieve a passing grade without giving effort during class time.

· A DOCTOR’S NOTE is the only note that will excuse a student from active participation in class.  Students with a doctor’s note will be given an alternative assignment.

· Students who miss class will have ONE WEEK to make up work. It is the student’s responsibility to get their missed assignments out of the absent folder. If the work has not been completed by the given time, the student will receive a zero.

· Students must properly dress out in his/her gym uniform or movement clothes for each class period unless otherwise instructed.  Students can receive 100 points per day (50 points for dressing out and 50 points for participating). These grades will be averaged every week for a weekly participation grade.
· Absolutely NO JEWELRY (earrings, watches, bracelets, rubber bands, rings, etc.) will be worn during class. This is a safety hazard. ** Very small studded earrings are acceptable.
· NO PURSES OR BOOK BAGS or other personal items will be permitted in the dance space at any time.

· NO GUM, FOOD, OR DRINK in the dance space at anytime. Let’s keep our facilities as well kept as possible.

Course Standards: 

All course standards will be aligned with the South Carolina state standards:

1- The student will identify and demonstrate movement elements and skills and apply them while performing dance.

2- The student will implement choreographic principles, processes, and structures.


3- The student will use dance as a medium to communicate meaning and/or artistic intent.

4- The student will demonstrate and apply critical, creative, and analytic thinking in response to dance.

5- The student will demonstrate an understanding of dance in various cultures and historical periods.

6- The student will identify and apply healthful practices related to dance.

7- The student will make connections between dance and other arts disciplines, other content areas, and the world.

Materials Needed:

· Appropriate movement clothes

· A two-pocket folder with three prongs (optional)
· Notebook paper in the folder
· iPad

Girls

· Yoga pants/capris/sweat pants/leggings/shorts 
· T-shirts/cotton shirts

· Socks or bare feet
· Gym uniform
Boys

· Athletic pants/shorts/sweat pants
· T-shirts/cotton shirts

· Socks or bare feet
· Gym uniform
* Clothes should not be too loose or too tight for movement
* Clothes should be appropriate. If deemed inappropriate by Ms. Edens, you will be asked to change. 

1. Entering the space 

When you come into the studio please:

- check the board for materials needed or assignment to start
- take a seat on the floor

- begin working

2. Being tardy
Students must be on time for every class in order to dress-out. If a student is tardy without a pass, they will receive one lunch detention. If they receive three lunch detentions, parent contact will be made. If they receive five lunch detentions, they will be assigned ISS. 
3. Pencil sharpening
If you need your pencil sharpened, ask yourself two questions: 

· Is the table clear? 

· Is it an appropriate time? 

If the answer is “yes” - go ahead. If the answer is “no” - wait. 
4. Throwing away trash

There are two trashcans on either side of the room. Please wait for an appropriate time to throw away trash and use the one nearest to you. If it is not necessary, please wait until a better time. 

5. Turning in work

On the plastic drawers, there are trays with your class period on them. When I ask you to turn something in, this is where you will place it. Always check to make sure you are putting it in the correct tray. If it goes on my desk, the floor, or on another table, it will most likely get lost and credit cannot be given.
6. Group Work

The majority of the time, groups will be selected randomly. You are to work collaboratively in your groups. Each person should have a role and contribute to the end product. Even if you do not like someone in your group, you must stay in that group and try to work together, or your grade may suffer. 
G – get along

R – respect others

O – on task 

U – use appropriate volume

P – participate 

S – stay in your group
7. Announcements

During announcements there should be no talking. If it is being announced it is important and we all need to hear it. 

8. Pre-Dismissal

Before I dismiss you, I will announce Star Student. This means you do not get up, put on backpacks, or leave until AFTER I have announced Star Student and positive recognition has been shown. 

9. Dismissal

Ms. Edens dismisses the class, not the bell. When you have been dismissed, you are to leave the room quietly, not pushing each other out of the door. In the hallway you should walk on the right side and keep noise to a minimum. 

10. Dressing out

You should always be prepared to dress out when we have class. You may use the lockers in the dressing room but you have to remove all of your belongings at the end of class. Please do not lock or deface them. 

Due to allergies, please do not apply scented lotions or sprays in the dressing room or classroom. 

11. Watching Performances

Whether we are watching a video performance, an informal performance in class, or a formal performance on a stage, the behavior should be the same. 
Audience Rules
1. Remain quiet, attentive, and seated at all times during the performance.

2. Show your appreciation by applauding after each dance piece.

3. Do not provoke or discuss negative comments about a performance. Only use positive comments and/or constructive criticism when discussing a performance.
12. Classroom Policies

1. D – do your personal best

2. A – always show respect

3. N – negativity is unacceptable

4. C – come prepared

5. E – everyone and their ideas are important
13. Consequences

1. First Offense: Warning 

2. Second Offense: Student/Teacher Conference with Parent Contact

3. Third Offense: STOP with Parent Contact

4. Fourth Offense: STOP with Parent/Teacher Conference

5. Fifth Offense: Referral

14. Bullying Policy


There is absolutely zero tolerance for bullying in the classroom.  Bullying a classmate violates not only school policy, but South Carolina law. If a student is being bullied by a classmate, he/she should immediately notify a teacher, guidance counselor, or administrator so that the situation can be dealt with accordingly.

15. Grading Scale

· Participation: 40%
(Daily grade: 50 points for dressing out/50 points for participating)
· Tests, Projects, Quizzes: 40%

(Tests and Projects will be weighted twice as much as Quizzes.)

· Journals/Homework: 20%
​---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Parents and students:

Please sign below and return to Ms. Edens to ensure that you have read the above information. Return this portion only and keep the above information for future reference.
Student signature: __________________________________________  Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________________

I am looking forward to a wonderful dance experience with you and your child this year! 

Thank you,
Ms. Edens

Any additional information you would like me to be aware of: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A = 93-100


B = 85-92


C = 77-84


D = 70-76


F = 0-69











