7th Grade RC Info
 Objective:
You will read books from the Reading Counts! list in order to:
· develop independent reading skills,
· develop an appreciation for various literary genres,
· meet the independent reading requirements of the grade 7 language arts curriculum, and
· meet the educational standards of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
 Before each of the listed due dates, as a 7th grade student, you must:
· choose a book from the Reading Counts! list, found in the PTMS library or in the PT Public Library;
· read the entire book;
· choose an appropriate time during the school day to take a quiz on the book;
· follow appropriate procedures to obtain a library pass to take the RC quiz;
· follow appropriate procedures to complete your RC quiz.
 In order to successfully complete a quiz, you must earn at least a 7 out of 10 possible points.  A score of 7 or higher out of 10 will equate to a 10/10 (a perfect score!) in your teacher's grade book.
 If, on the first attempt, a score below 7/10 is earned, you are permitted to retake the RC quiz a maximum of two more times before the due date passes.  If, on attempt two or three, a score of 7 or higher is earned, the grade for the RC quiz will be recorded as a 10/10 (a perfect score!) in your teacher's grade book.  If a score of 7 or higher is NOT earned, your teacher will record your grade using the highest score you earned.  For example, if your scores on three quizzes for the same deadline are 4, 6, and 5, your grade will be recorded as 6/10 in your teacher's grade book.
          If you need to re-take a quiz, you CANNOT do so on the same day that you most recently took it.
          If you do not pass the RC quiz on the first attempt, you may abandon that book, as long as you read another book and successfully complete a quiz for that new book before the current due date.
At the end of the school day on each of the due dates, Mrs. Johns and Mrs. Zoric will print out all student scores for the language arts teachers.  If you have not completed a quiz by that time, your grade will be recorded as a zero.
          Students who do not attempt to meet each of the seven required RC deadlines will not be eligible for the Enriched Literature class in 8th grade!
 

The due dates for the 7th grade RC Program are:
RC 1                    Friday, October 30, 2009
RC 2                    Friday, December 4, 2009
RC 3                    Friday, January 8, 2010
RC 4                    Friday, February 19, 2010
RC 5                    Friday, March 19, 2010
RC 6                    Friday, April 16, 2010
RC 7 **              Wednesday, May 19, 2010
 

* If you are in reading class, you can use some of your reading novels as your RC books.  Talk to your reading teacher or your language arts teacher for details!
** The novel read in language arts class for the novel unit can be used for RC 7.  Your teacher will explain this in class.
 

8th Grade RC Info     LA  2009 – 2010
 
Objective:   Students will read books from the Reading Counts List in order to improve his/her reading skills and support the  standards of Pennsylvania.
 
Requirement:  
Academic 9 Requirements:  Students are required to read books with a minimum value of 20 points as indicated on the Reading Counts book list, which is maintained in the library.  Students may attain this goal by reading TWO books with a combined value of 20 points, or ONE book with is worth 20 or more points.  No more than 2 books can be combined to reach the point requirement.
 
Honors 9 Requirements:  Students who wish to be nominated to Honors English in 9th grade must read 30 points of books each nine weeks. Students may attain this goal by reading TWO books with a combined value of 30 points, or ONE book with is worth 30 or more points.  No more than 2 books can be combined to reach the point requirement.  Honors students may choose any books they wish during the first and second marking periods.  During the third and fourth marking periods, however, at least ONE book MUST be a “classic” from the classic list or non-fiction book that is approved by the library and your language arts teacher.  This is to ensure that Honors students are reading and understanding books that are similar to those in the 9th grade curriculum.  We HIGHLY recommend that you check with Mrs. Johns or your LA teacher to make sure that the “classic” you have chosen will not overwhelm you.  If you fail, you jeopardize your Honors recommendation!
 
Students must reach the requirement each nine week period, but students may read ahead to complete the requirement early.   However, the same rules apply.  Therefore a minimum of four books must be read for the year (each one 20 points or more), and no more than eight books will be counted towards your grade.
 
Grading: The Reading Counts tests are located on specific library computers.  Students must answer at least seven out of ten questions correctly in order to pass a test.  Once a test is passed, it cannot be taken again.  Students have two opportunities to pass each test.  Each test can be taken only once a day.   Students may take a test on two different books per day.  The Reading Counts assignment counts as a test grade each nine weeks.
 
You MUST pass the test for a book to receive any credit.  If you fail all your tests YOUR GRADE IS A ZERO!  THIS IS A TEST GRADE.
 
Your grade is based on the point value of the book (s), not the number of correct answers when you pass a test.   If you read and pass the minimum value of books your grade will be 100%.  If you fail by answering only six correct answers your grade will be a zero, regardless of the value points of the book.
 
Due Dates: The due dates for Reading Counts are:
 
October 27, 2009                          March 26, 2010
January 19, 2010                           June 3, 2010
Reading Counts FAQs*
*(Frequently Asked Questions)
Language Arts
 
1. May I read one book valued at 80 points instead of four books for 20 points each and be finished for the year?
NO,  the minimum is four books per year.
 
2.  I read two books that meet the point value requirement for this nine weeks, but I only passed one test.  I still have time to read another book that meets the point value requirements.  If I pass that test, will I get 100% for the nine weeks?
YES, because you passed two books with the correct point value.  The one you failed won’t count.
 
3.   How many times can I take each test?
No more than twice. THIS IS DIFFERENT FROM 7TH GRADE!
 
4.   Do I get a better grade if I pass with a nine instead of a 7?
No.   Your grade changes by the value number of the books you pass not the number of correctly answered questions.  Passing the minimum point value requirements each nine weeks assures that you will receive a 100% for your Reading Counts Grade.
 
5. Can I take a test I took last year?
NO.  The computer will not allow you to retake tests from last year.
 
6.  How frequently can I take a test?
Each test can only be taken once each day.  You can take two different tests on the same day.
 
7.  Does every time I attempt a test show up on my grade sheet?
Yes, so your teacher can tell if you are guessing at books you haven’t read.
 
8.  Can I wait until the last nine weeks to meet my requirements?
No.  You may work ahead, but you must at least meet the requirements by each due date. Don't count of being allowed to take a test late because you were absent on the due date.  This may not be an option.
  
9. If I read two books with a total value of 20 points this nine weeks, may I change and only read one book valued at 20 points next nine weeks?
Yes.  You may meet the requirement either way you choose each nine weeks. Remember, no more than two books can be added together to reach the point requirement.
 
10. The book I chose has a yellow dot on it, but it is not on the newest Reading Counts list.  May I still read it for Reading Counts?
No.  The dots are on the books as a convenience, and the library staff tries hard to keep them up to date.  However, mistakes occur, so it is your responsibility to always check your book against the latest list.
 
11. There’s a book on the shelf without a yellow dot that is the same as the one next to it that has a yellow dot.  May I read it for Reading Counts?
Yes.  If it is exactly the same book (check title, author, and number of chapters), you may read it.  As stated above, sometimes mistakes are made on yellow dots, so it is your responsibility to always check your book against the latest list. 
 
12.  I have a book at home that is on the Reading Counts list.  May I read it for Reading Counts?
Yes, as long as you are sure it is the correct book (check title and author).
 
13.  I have to read a book for my Reading class.  It is on the Reading Counts list.  Can I use it to meet my Reading Counts requirement?
Yes,  and you are encouraged to do so.
 
14.  There was a book on the list last year that is not on the list this year.  May I still read it?
No.   The list changes during the year, and you can only take tests on the books on current list.
 
15.  I took a test but forgot to sign the clipboard.  Does the test still count?   
Maybe.  If there is no problem with the test information, it will count.  However, if there is a dispute, information from the clipboard will be used to settle the dispute.  So, always sign in on the clipboard before taking a test, and record your score when you finish.
 
Book Lists 
To see the book lists and point values, please follow this link to the PTMS library page.  Scroll down to the Reading Counts section and view the PDF files available.
http://www.ptsd.k12.pa.us/ptms/PTMS_library.htm
 

