7TH GRADE GLOBAL STUDIES
MR. YORK
Room phone #- 374-3900 x 3933

Prep. Time- 1st & 2nd period 7:50-9:15 am 

Email- cyork@hanover.k12.in.us
Directions to my school website: 

1. www.hanover.k12.in.us
2. Choose Hanover Middle School (drop-down menu upper-left)

3. After signing in, go to “site map” and type “teachers” into the search box
4. Choose “Christopher York”

5. My site will have multiple options to click on: Power Points, Calendar (mine for sports and the Orange Gator Page for class), and Tests.  (Obviously, tests will not be available until either everyone has taken the test, or the end of the grading period)

6. “Gator (Orange) Page”- go to the “teachers page and under “F” you will find the Florida Gators select “orange”

7. To sign up for “Remind”- for Global Studies: text “@yorkgs17” to 81010

-for Gators (orange) Team info: text “@orangeg17” to 81010

Global Studies is the study of the land, people, and places of the world.  This class will focus on the countries of the Eastern Hemisphere such as: the countries of Africa; the countries of Asia; the states of Australia; and the countries of Oceania.  In the class the students will learn such things as the countries’ location, climate, capital, economic systems, culture and history.


Global Studies is different from many of the other classes that the students may have had.  Unlike Math or English classes where students refine already learned concepts, Global Studies gives all new information about places that some people have never heard of before.  For this reason it is very important to dedicate 10 to 15 minutes a day to studying maps or class notes. This daily study time is meant to not only help students with the present material, but to also develop a very important study skill—review.  Parents, please work with your student in the first few weeks of the school year so that they might get into the routine of studying just a little bit every day.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Grades will be given on a “90,80,70,60” scale.  On this scale, 90% and above will constitute an “A,” 80% will be a “B,” and so on.  Grades will be determined by points earned on homework, maps (which will be drawn free-hand and colored), quizzes (both announced and not announced), and tests.  There will be two tests for each chapter- a map test and a written test.  All tests will be worth 100 points. 

The students may be doing two projects during the year.  One of these may be a group project, in which each group creates their own country from the ground up.  The students would decide on a name, location, crops, industries, etc.  They may even have to avert disastrous situations in relation to other nations. The last class did not get to do this for multiple reasons.

The other project will be an individual research assignment.  The students will have a country to research, and they will be graded on a written report, oral report, flag, map, and food for that country.  Both projects will be explained in greater detail at a later date.
TEXT BOOKS- Pearson’s My World Geography: Eastern Hemisphere,  My World History(only online), there is a blue workbook, and we will be using Junior Scholastic from time to time- Students will have a hard copy of the blue geography book, which will need to be covered.  All of the Pearson materials will be able to be accessed online by going through Power School.  Last year there was a place to get to it on the left hand side of the Power School page.  This includes the regular text, the history text and the workbook.  When I get an access code for Junior Scholastic, you may be able to access that online as well.
TESTING


As mentioned before, there will be two tests per chapter.  The first will be the map test in which the students locate specified items and label capitals.  The second test will be a few days later and will be a test over the notes.  These tests could be matching, multiple choice, short answer, true or false, or essay in form.  This written test could have information from previous chapters called, “WHYLSF” or, “What Have You Learned So Far?”  This will be an attempt to keep information fresh in the students’ minds and keep them ready for the Semester Exam in December.  The Semester Exam may be new to some students this year.  There will be a second semester WHYLSF in May, covering only second semester information.
“DO-OVERS”- Otherwise known as retakes, students will have the opportunity to retake my tests.  Students wishing to retake a test will need to complete an assignment as a “ticket” to retaking the test. The student will be given a time frame to retake the test, understanding that the retest will likely not be the same format.  If the student does not take the retest during the time we agreed upon, the test will not be retaken.  Since there will be added study time and preparation activities before the retest, it should be understood that the retest score will replace the original- for better or for worse. There should be no reason to do worse on a test the second time around.
TEAMS- At the end of the 1st Quarter (maybe sooner), I may be putting students into teams.  I will use their 1st quarter averages (among other factors) to put people into teams as equally as I can.  I do not worry much about having friends in groups together. In fact, I may even do the opposite.  Furthermore, those who do not do their work on a regular basis, or have issues with tardies or attendance, may not be placed on a team at all.  If they are placed on a team, they may be on a team with others like them.  The teams will compete for stickers based on tests, homework completion, attendance, etc.  The team with the most stickers at the end of the quarter will be rewarded.  Students who are placed on teams originally, and quit being productive, run the risk of being “thrown off the island,” or removed from his or her team and will fend for themselves. Or, as stated earlier, be placed with other students who tend to not be all that productive.
CLASS RULES/ POLICIES
· Students will be in their assigned seats at the assigned time.  Students are to remain in those seats unless given permission to do otherwise.

· Students are expected to bring their materials to class every day.  These materials include:  G.S. book, G.S. notebook, G.S. workbook, pen, sometimes colored pencils or crayons.
· Students will show respect to whoever (myself, other students) is speaking in the class, and listen to what they have to say.  
· Gum and water are OK, candy is not.  Gum is fine until I see it, hear it, or find remnants of it.  I have better things to focus on than being the “Gum Police.” Water is fine in clear bottles as long as it doesn’t become a toy or noise maker.  So play by the rules.

· I will be following the cell phone policy.  I do not want to see them, as they are supposed to be left in lockers.  This goes for passing periods as well.  Before and after school, and lunch are the acceptable usage times.

· I will not be giving many passes out.  Please use the passing period for restroom breaks.
· Homework is to be completed.  My homework serves a purpose; therefore it needs to be turned in. It won’t be busy work, and it doesn’t usually take all that long to complete. Any late work will be docked only a letter grade.  NOTE: In PowerSchool any missing assignment will appear as a zero with an “m”(missing), or “l” (late), or both next to it.  When the assignment is turned in, the “m” will disappear.  If the assignment was late, the “l” will remain. 
· Students are expected to be in school.  I will not be giving many passes out.  Please use the passing period for restroom breaks.  It is difficult for me to teach those who are not in the room.  When a student is not in school, any information: assignments; class notes; tests or quizzes are expected to be gathered BY THE STUDENT upon returning to school.  Possible ways to obtain the information are a poster on the wall that gives assignments (usually two weeks in advance), the hallway calendar, my web page for Power Points, the “Gator page,” friends, “Remind,” or me during Success Period, before, or after class. The BEST way is to take some initiative and use the methods listed previously in lieu of coming to me. With our online resources like Power Points and calendars, students could actually do what they are missing while at home!!  I know. That’s crazy talk…By the way, “Did we do anything when I was gone?” is not a very good question to ask.  
· Students who miss a test or quiz will be expected to make that test or quiz up during Success Period (M,W,F, 7:25-7:45 am), or SRT.  It is important to take any missed tests or quizzes as soon as possible to insure that the information is not forgotten.  There will likely be multiple forms (versions) of the test or quiz.  Note: It is the responsibility of the student to make up missed tests or quizzes.  It is not my job to track people down and “make” them take tests or quizzes they’ve missed.
· Students, parents, and teachers are responsible for student progress.  We have an open grade-book online, remind.com, and the Gator Page for information.  Students and parents have access to grades and assignments any time they want to see them.  Students who do not have internet access at home may use the computers in our library at school or the public library.  There should be no surprises.  The Gators team will send out notices to parents of students failing and/or not doing homework at the end of weeks 3, 5, and 7 of the quarters.  There should be no panicked students (or parents) asking for extra credit in week #9 of the grading period.  
ASSIGNMENT- This is the first assignment of the year, and maybe the easiest.  In order to receive credit, simply have a parent/ guardian respond via email or note that they received this information.  In fact, if parents would like to tell me something about you, the student, I’d love to hear anything they’d like to share.  This assignment will be worth 10 points.  

Hopefully, all students and parents are looking forward to having success this school year.
Have a great year! And enjoy!
Mr. York

