
   

                  
                 

                
        

          

                
             

                 
                    

                

   

  
  
      

     
   

         

  
   

     

   
     

   

Summer Reading Assignment 
Challenge ELA 7th Grade 
2022 

Dear Student and Parent/Guardian, 

I am excited that you will be in Challenge ELA next year! Your summer reading assignment is to read 
one nonfiction book and one fiction book. The nonfiction book will be How to Read Literature Like a Professor 
for Kids by Thomas C. Foster. For the fiction book, you may choose to read City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau 
(fantasy/dystopian), The Disaster Days by Rebecca Behrens (thriller), or Cinder by Marissa Meyer (science 
fiction/fairy tale). We will cover other genres throughout the school year. 

I suggest that you start reading early. Read HTRLLAPFK (How to Read Literature Like a Professor for 
Kids) first, and then read one of the fiction books above. Everything should be completed AND brought to 
school by Friday, August 19, 2022. If your assignment is digital, please wait until school starts to turn it in. I 
will have a place posted for it in Schoology when school resumes. Please note that I will take up your summer 
reading work and use it for grades, classwork, discussions, quizzes, or other assessments that I determine are 
appropriate. 

Expectations for all assignments: 

● Use complete sentences 
● Use correct punctuation 
● Use the proper heading (see example below) 
● Check for and correct spelling errors 
● Follow the directions carefully 

How to head your paper (digitally or on notebook paper): 

(left side) (right side) 
Your Name ELA Summer Reading 
Name of Book Title of the Assignment 
Author Date 

Example: 

Jane Smith ELA Summer Reading 
The City of Ember The Alternate Ending 
Jeanne DuPrau August 19, 2022 

**Remember to read the nonfiction book before the fiction book in order to complete your nonfiction 
assignment. 



          

     

                      

        

       

       

      

     

                   

                      

    

    

                       

                    

                  

                         

       

 

               

                  

      

    

                        

           

    

                  

           

     

                   

     

                     

     

    

                       

          

**For the fiction novel, pick one assignment from below to complete. 

Option #1 – The Alternate Ending 
An alternate ending is an ending that is different than what the author wrote. You are changing how the novel actually ended. Create 
an alternate ending to the novel by… (choose one) 

● Typing the alternate ending (2-3 pages double spaced) 
● Making a movie/video that shows the new ending 
● Writing a script of the new ending 

Option #2 – The Comic Book 
Turn the novel into a comic book. Provide colorful illustrations, dialogue, and narration. Your comic book must include at least 20 tiles 
that should summarize the main events of the story. This may be NEATLY AND COLORFULLY hand drawn or created online with an app 
such as storyboardthat.com or pixton.com. 

Option #3 – The Interview 
Prepare a script for an interview, with you as the interviewer, and with one of the characters from the book as the interviewee. Write 
both your questions and the answers you think that character would give. This should include at least 15 questions and answers. 
Questions and answers should be thoughtful and important to the book or character and should be complete sentences. Don’t 
include questions that can be answered with one or two words or with a yes or no. Example for The Hunger Games (This is NOT a 
summer reading book choice. This is for an 
example only.): 

Jane Smith: Katniss, why did you volunteer to enter the Hunger Games, knowing you could die? 
Katniss: My little sister was selected to go and I just had to protect her. She doesn’t have the 
survival skills that I have, like hunting. 

Option #4 – The Diary 
Imagine you are the person in your book. Write a diary for a week as the character would have written the entries. Each entry should 
be at least half a page and there should be seven entries. 

Option #5 – The Summary 
Write a four paragraph summary of the book. You should discuss the plot, characters, and any literary elements you found within the 
book. Make sure to use direct quotes and proper citations where needed. 

Option #6 – The Children’s Book 
Rewrite the story in a 10-15 page children’s book. There should be illustrations and the whole plot should be covered. 

Option #7 – The Book Trailer 
Create a 1-2 minute book trailer that conveys major themes of the book without giving the ending away. Your trailer should make 
others WANT to read the book. 

Option #8 – The Sequel 
Write 2-3 pages double spaced to explain the plot of a sequel to whatever book that you read. Think about new adventures for the 
characters to go through – or even introduce a new character. 

https://pixton.com
https://storyboardthat.com


           

        

     
  

     

   

   

    

    

    

    

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

**For the nonfiction novel, How to Read Literature Like a Professor for Kids 
(HTRLLAPFK): Find a minimum of four examples of the elements presented in HTRLLAPFK from the book of your choice. Use this chart 

or your own. Just make sure you provide the topic, citation, and explanation for each of the 4 or more. Challenge yourself!! 

Book Title ____________________________________________ Author _____________________________________ 
Chapter/topic from HTRLLAPFK Explanation (2-3 complete sentences) 
Chapter 1 -Quests (Who is the quester? Where are they going? Why 
are they going? What challenges and trials are along the way? How does 
your quester respond to the challenges and what does he/she learn? 
What was your character's actual quest?) 

Chapter 2 - Acts of Communion (Who is eating together? What 
are they talking about over their food? What about the characters that 
aren’t eating together? Does a meal turn ugly or not happen at all? 
What does the meal suggest about the relationship between the 
characters?) 

Chapter 3 - Vampires (Is there an older character taking advantage 
of a younger character? Is innocence being taken? Is anyone using other 
people to get what they want?) 

Chapter 4 - Sonnets/poetry (Do you see any “square” sections? 
Are there 14 lines with a shift between two units of meaning?) 

Chapter 5 - Old Friends (Are there any characters in this book that 
are similar to characters in another book? How does that book’s story 
relate to this book’s story?) 

Chapter 6 – Shakespeare references (Are there any 
Shakespearean references or quotes? Are there similar characters?) 

Chapter 7 – Bible references (Are there any Biblical references or 
quotes? Is there a Jesus character? Are there other similar characters? Is 
anyone getting baptized?) 

Chapter 8 – Fairy Tales (Are there any fairy or folk tale references 
or quotes? Are there similar characters? Is there a happily ever after?) 

Chapter 9 – Greek mythology (Are there any mythological 
characters or creatures? Is there a deeper meaning or lesson to this 
story?) 

Chapter 10 - Weather (What weather is described? How does the 
action/plot change based off of the weather changes? What could the 
weather symbolize? Are people related to or described with 
seasons/weather/nature?) 

Chapter 11 – Symbols (Are there objects or ideas that are 
repeated? What do you think those could symbolize? Why?) 

Chapter 12 - Politics (Are any human problems addressed or 
mentioned? What information do you know about the leadership 
during the story? Who has money? Who holds power? Are their issues 
of justice and inequality?) 

Chapter 13 - Geography (Are there mountains or beaches? Is the 
landscape described? How would the story be different if it happened 
somewhere else? Is there any traveling?) 

Chapter 14 – Marks (Do any of the characters have unique physical 
appearances? Is anyone described as particularly different? Does 
anyone get a mark or scar throughout the book? What could these 
marks represent? Do people look how they act?) 

Chapter 15 – Blindness (Is there a physically blind character? Is 
there a character who is missing something big? How does the 
blindness affect the story?) 

Chapter 16 - Sickness (Is anyone sick? What type of sickness? Is it 
picturesque, mysterious, and used as a symbol? What could the illness 
mean? Are there fake illnesses?) 

Chapter 18 - Irony (Are there symbols that don’t fit the typical 
meaning? Does the opposite of what you think is going to happen, end 
up happening? Is it kind of funny?) 



        *** You must do a minimum of 4 chapters. 
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